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uu DEDICATION. 
_ bold to challenge the Chriſtian World 
3 to produce a another Inſtance of 
any Private Perſon, who hath laid qur 
— his Charities ſo Prudently, fo Benefici- 
ally, and fo much to the Purpoſes of 
"Ws - © and Religion, as You have done. 
„ End therefore, of this De- 
dication is, to propoſe V ou to the World, 
Aa the moſt perfect Pattern of Charity, 
qdhat theſe latter Ages of the Church have 
produc'dz and, to convince our Ad- 
Veoerſaries, that the Genuine Sons of the 
Church of England are no leſs r 
ip for their Piety and Good Works, 
than for their Onhodox Belief and 
Principles. This S1R, is the Reaſon, | 
which prevail d with me to affume ſuch 
2 Liberty, which (I was ſure) your 1 1 
Humility would not give. You leave o 
. 
Wirnour all ee "=" 
8 His 6 5 who like nothing bur their /n Com- 
pʒioſitions, will condemn my Arrogan- 
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' DEDICATION. iii 
Your Knowledge or Conſent: but my 
Apology is, the more inconſiderable 1 


look upon my ſelf to be, the greater 
Object of Charity; and in fo much 
greater Need I ſtand of a Patron, wha 
is as eminent for his great Compaſſion 


and Humanity, as fot his Piety and Li- 


berality. Addreſſes of this Nature, I 


confeſs, are commonly moſt welcome 
to yain-glorious and ſtatizing Men, 


whoſe imaginary Merits riſe and fall 


with the Applauſe and Breath of the 
People; and all the Good they procure 
is, the rendring Vain Men yet ſtill more 


Vain in other Mens Opinion, as well _ 


as their OW. 


Bur ashe that would deſcribe your e 


Vertues, can never be uit of Flat- 


js indeed a great Eye. ſore to Hypocrites, * 2 


tery inthe Opinion of 


they cannot imitate. A Charitable Man 
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ans, fo, I hope Chriſtianity i not come to 
chat paſs amongſt us, that we muſt be 
: afraid to put Men in Mind of their Du- 8 ey” wy x f 
[ ties, a by COM mending the Virtues which wb ay 5 we . 0 
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iv DEDICATION. 


pe” the Worldly Minded: For they 
who make Gain their Godlineſs will not 


have the Ingenuity, much leſs the Grace 
to admire that Charity which they cannot 


practice themſelves. 


AND it is no Wonder, that the 


Enemies of our Church are ſo void of 
true Charity towards God or toward 


their Brethren, who place all Religion 


in mere Speculation, and ſpend all their 


time in hearing or advancing ſome ne, 
ſtrange Opinion, which ſerve to buſie 
their Brains, but Fog: nothing to- 


Wards the purifying their Hearts, or re- 
5 forming their Lives. ol 

How many ſtrange 8 have 1 | 
ate been E how greedily im- 


bib dby illiterate Mechanicks, and how 


blk defended by Men, whoſe Zeal 
* for Religion, e it ſelf in nothing 
more than in oppoſing all others; as if 
the common Cauſe of Chriſtianity de- 


upon a diſtinct Knop lede e of 


10 fac Points, as ate not diſcoverableby 


3 — ä but hs Plain, Spear | 
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DEDICATION: v 
and Revelation. If this licentions 
Humour Prevails, it is eaſy to foretell 
the Conſequence: For Men of this 
fluctuaring Temper, who are toſed to 
and fro, and carried about with every 


3 5 „ 2 SOS I 
Wind of Doctrine; who change Sides 


and Secs, Opinions and Parties, as 
their Intereſt leads them; whoateever 

Learning, and never able to come to 
the Knowledge of the Truth. Theſe 
Men, 1 ſay, not only deſtray the Peace 
of the Church, but come at laſt, to 
be of no Religion at all. So that in 
8 uth, they are never leſs Religious 
than when they make ſuch 4 Noiſe 

and Stir about Religion; for true Re- 


ligion, faith the Apoſtle, is firſt pure, \ 


5 then Peac eable, Gen le, eaſy fo be entreat- | 
e, fullof Mercy and Good Works, They 


 . therefore who cannot ſacrifice their Pri- 
vate Opinions to the Publick Peace: | + 
They who cannot govern their Pens, as 
Governours, ſuch Mens Religionis Vun: 


Mrite as well as to ſp 
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vi DEDICATION. 


For Pure Religion, faith St. James, and un- 
defil d before G4 is this, to viſit the Father- 
leſs and Widow. in their Afiion, and 
o keep \ himſelf umſpotted from th World. 
How. well Sir, You; have rranſcrib'd 


this Doctrine into Practice, your fer- 


vent and Reverent Devotion, Your 


conſtant Attendance on the publick 


Service of the Church, Vour frequent 


Celebration of the Bleſſed Sacrament, 
Your! Unwearied and Succeſsful En- 


deavours, to promote Virtue and diſ- 


courage Vice; Your Zeal and Aﬀect- | 


ion for the Eſtabliſh'd Church, and for 

thoſe who attend at her Altars; 6d above- 
all, Your-unparallell'd Bouncy, Your 
great, well-placd, well-choſen Cha- 
3 Wies ſufficientiy demonſtrate. =» 


I had not indeed, venturd to i incur 


f = 2 enn Diſpleaſure, in publiſhing che . 


following imperfect Account of your 


5 \# Publick Charities, but with a "Deſign 


"0 excite Gentlemen of like Fortune | 


| "i to be Liberal and Charitable after your 


88 32 ; and: to. ſhew them with, 
| CY that 
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men bee and * who after an uſeleſs © 


3 ns is no true ibs without 5 
God, nor any pleaſure without the ſatis- 
fact of agood Conſcience. If the 
Gentlemen of our Country would but 
purſue your Steps, neither the Com- 
plaints, nor Cries, Number, nor Ne- 
ceſſities of che Poor, would be ſo great 
as they are. But the Misfortune is, 
Men & the greateſt Eſtates, find them _ 
little enough to Support their Pride 
and Vanity, Luſt and Luxury; and in- 
ſtead of having any thing to ſpare for 
the Poor, rather daily increaſe. their 
number, b * their juſt Dues 
and Hire i them: It wad behap- 
py for their Familics, for their Coun- 
try, and for themſelves, if your good 
Example could influence thiſ ſort 'of 
Gentlemen to quit this vain, this roving, 
this uncertain and diſtracted way f 
oy and turn their Thoughts to the 
proper Buſineſs which God ſent chem 
into che World to do Ys, 
We meet with a few of theſe Ge * : 


indolent 


„% ( Eg 2 
g M * * * 7 


DE DI 04 g 10N 
: ra Lite, of Softnels, Intemperance, 
and Debauchery, can be content, up- 

on their Death bed, to leave to the 
Poor, what they can enjoy no longer 

by way of Compoſition, or Attonernent 
for their Sins, which is not only being 
Charitable againſt their Wills, but bow” 

ing ſo e 3 other's err 

. | ps Death the Property o every 
* > wg —— — God; = 
—_ then 1E 15 t «the Charity; an 
na che eee en. gave none of 
. Whilſt he could keep it; not till God 
dooh it from him. It is true the Re- 
coeivers of ſuch a Charity are the better 
for it, hat ever the Mind of the E ; 
be. And though - ſuch Charities are 

4 1 not % be diſcountenar xced, yet e 
1 cannot ſay ſo much good of: em, ar 
S. choſe Tharkil which are: nad 
ina Mans Life time, hen he ante 
= + himſelf that they ac heither ſtiffled nor 
* miſapplied. Vouthen Sir, began to lay 
dhe Foundati in of Clarievrs, — 
len . * Yealn, are 
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| dug the laſt, ade Ga grears 
neſs and popularity. You then con- 
verted the kd + part of Your Eſtate 


to Charitable Uſes, when you coud 
ſhew ſo much contempt of "a World, 


astodeny yourtelf that Pomp and Gran- 


deur, Attendance and Retinue, which ſo | 


- conſiderable a part of unthinkin g Man- 


kind fo much value themſelves upon; | 


and this ſhews; that God can call you to 
nothing too difficult, or irkſome, e 
you cannot chearfully comply with, 


W and undergoe, fercheServicealReligiw)- wig: 


andthe Goodofyour Fellow - Creatures. 


Iris to your Example in a great de- 

gree, chat we owe the great increaſe f 

= Eharity-Schools, erected all over the _ 
Eingdom, ſince your's; which I the ra- 


ther mention, becauſe this is really the 
beſt, the greateſt and the moſt Bene- 

ficial of all Chatte, becauſe it is — ms 
Preſerving of the. Souls as well as the 


Bodies 81 Men, and doing good in e- i 
very Generation to the Endo the World. 5 
"And thewho canverterha Sinner from. | 5 
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> x DEDICATION: f 
the Error of his way, ſball ſave a Soul \ 
from Death, and wt a multitude of | 
Sins, how great muſt be your Reward, 
whom Gol hath: raisd to be the In- 
ſtrument of faving ſo many thouſand 
Souls not only from future eee 
but from preſent want and Miſery, and 
Ruin. I have a copious Subject before 
me, if my Pen was equal tu my Inclinati- 
dn, or was not afraid to treſpaſs uponydur 
\ Patience: But I know that Panegyricks, 
\ _  andEncomiumscannotbe welcome to a 
SGBentleman of your ſtrict Vertue and ſelf 
Dtienial; and therefore I only beſeech 
Sed to prolong your Days, and mulri- 
L ply them as the Sand, forthe good you 
1 2 done to my Brethren, and to the 
=: = of our God, and to the nume- 
dous poor whom you Feed-and Cloarh, 2 
* 8 ® Which Sir, is the Earneſt, 1150 xearty. 
1 - 3 of S. 9 2 8E60 
TR * London _ Tour * Car, 2 BY 
bo. Mo: Hanes Servant | e a = 
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| Some AccounT of EpwarD 
CoLsToN, Eq; his Publick 
Charities, in the City S 
| BRISTOL, and to the Clergy... 


R. Colſton founded an Hoſpital, a 
| St. Auſtins back, wherein are a 10 
Borg or whoſe Maintenance he has given a 

| kpoo/. per Ann. and Ten Pound to each Boy. 

' (when fit to be plac'd out) to bind him an 
Apprentice, he allows Ten Pound per Ann. 
to a Miniſter to reach them the Church Ca- 

' techiſm. 

21. He alſo founded an Alms- houſe on S. 
Michaels Hill, in the ſaid City, wherein are 

12 old Men, ind 12 Women. To cach is al- 
 low'd 3s: per Week; but the Eldeſt of the 
Men who J ſuppoſe. is in the Nature of a 
Governor (and therefore calld the eldeſt Bro- 
ther) has 65. per Week. Beſides which, 1 
one has a Dozen Horſe load of Coals every. 
Fear for firing. They have publick Prayers eve. 2 
ry Day except Mean e . sand Fridays, when o a 
ey have Prayers in their PariſhChurch, and 
5 108 this he has given Ten Pound a Lear. 
| - 3. In the Merchants Alms-houſe & ER, 
| frreet, he maintains 6 old ts d Seamen * Ig 
28, LO e e | 3 
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. In Queen Ehzabeth s Hopital near the 
callge Cen Briſtol, he maintains 6 Boys, 
at Ten Pound a Year each Boy, and Ten 
Pound he gives to place him out Apprentice. 

F. In Temple-ftreet Briſtol, he built a Free- 
School for the Education of 40 Boys, whom 
he Cloaths once a Vear, and allows Ten Pound 

a Year to the Maſter. | 
56. To the Charity Sboglz of St . 
| Redclift, and other Pariſhes, within the Ci- 
ty, he has beſtow'd large Sums of Money for 
the Maintenance Wee N of poor Chil- | 


” O 


. ＋ omoſt of 8 Churches in Briſtol, he 
s given ſeveral Hundreds of Pounds to- 
Wards the Repairing and Vea e of the 


5 # \ ſame. 1 

T Publick Prayers every Monday and 

_ 3 all Saints, he. has giyen Six Pound 
3 9. For a Sermon once a Wen to The 


„ 1 Prifoners in Newgate, IE he has given 


. 1 '6 Pound a Vear. 3 
10. He alſo founded a Leaure i in the ſaid 
. of 14 Sermons to be Preached ever 
3 Wedneſday and Friday in Lent, at the Pariſh 


Churches of St. Werberg and St. Peter, upon 155 
3 ſeyeral Subjects following VIS, 


* . 


3 1 | 
3 Aan p;aSermon pon theLene. 


\ 2, Seder a 8 againſt ay and 
Ow" Win 
| 2d W in Lent. 
3. Wedenſday, a SEAN upon the Catho- 
Tick hurch. 
I. Friday, a Sermon upon the Excellency 44 
of the Church of England. Wu OS; 
„ WET es „ 
5. Wedneſday, a Sermon ron the Powers 5 
of hy Church. 
6. Friday, a Sermon upon the Neceſſity 
of Water-baptiſmn. 
3 "ny Sunday. in 5 5 
7. n. | a Sermon upon Gonfir- 3 
mation, 5 a 1 1 
8. Friday, a Sermon upon. Conkeſſion W 
and Abſolution. 
| 5th Week in e ny 
9. Wedneſday, againſt the Errors .of the. 
the Roman Church. | 
10. Friday, againſt Entinfuſm, or r Ne ega- 
ne ene BT th 
| 6th Week in Lent. _ 
IT Wedneſday, upon The Neceſſity of Re. * 
Ain . 
12. Friday, a Sermon MER the Neceſſity of 5 
Frequenting Divine Service. 4 OE RG 
„„ %% : 
13. e 129 a Commu- 95 
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\ 14 Coed Friday, a Sermon upon the KK 7 
non of our Saviour. : 
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7 44 
= Note, Theſe Sermons are all Preachd 33 
= "i different Perſons, who are Generally In. 
„  eumbents of Churches within the City, for a 

- which they are allowed 20 l. per Ann. that 
., froe and twenty Shillings for every Ser- .- 
_——— _— and the remainder berween the Clerks 


+. 2 Mr. Colfton bas als lately lodg- TX 
od) in the Hands of the Governours of the 4d 
Bounty of Queen Anne to the poor Clergy, L 
6000. for the Augmentation of ſixty ſmall MF 
VPiuocarages or Livings, who will be by this ” 
5 Charity, entitled to 16 or 20 J. per Anmum, < 
Addition to their former Sallaries; whereof | _ 
BB, © theſe following Churches are already Aug- 7 
=  -' mented viz = > 
be Vicarage of Frualandl in the 
County of Dorſet and Dioceſe of Briſtol. FEE 
2. The Vicatageof Inſcombe in the Coun- . 
ty of * fi and Dioceſe of Bath and 2 
Fall. | 2 
4 Tot The Church of Horsfield in che Coun- 
ty of Glouceſter and Dioceſe of Briſtol. | | 
43᷑. The Vicarage of Sutton-Benger in he 1 
County of Mults, and Dioceſe of Jaru m. 
5. The Vicarage of Great-Coxwell in the 13 
_ County of Berks and Dioceſe of Sarum. 3 
6. The Vicarage of Huiſb with the Cha. == 
e „ in the 8 + 
"3" 20 TP. | 
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nw” and Dioceſe of Bath and Wells. 


7, The Vicarage of Evenſbam in the 
Count; and Dioceſe of Oxford. 
8. The Church of Meſebury, in the Coun- 
9 of Glouceſter and Dioceſe of Briſtol, 
9. The Church of Felton, alias hitechurch, 


in the County of en and Dioceſe of” 
Ne 


10. The Church o of Stapelton in the Coun- | 


1 of Glouceſter and Dioceſe of Briſtol. . 
11. The Rectory of Kertering in he 


Count of N. orthampton and Dioceſe of Pe- 
terboron ; 


12. The Rectory of Axe-bridge in the 


| County of Venen ser and Dioceſe of Bas 
and Malls. 


13, The icarage of Amizel, inthe Coun- 
t of Hereford, _ 


e 08. Lawrence in the 
City of Wincheſter. 


15. The Prebend of Dinder with Cans” 


of Souls in the County of Samt on” 


Dioceſe of Bath and Wells. 


16. The Vicarage | of Turk dean, in che * 4. 


VOIP 


County and Dioceſe of Glouceſter. 


17. The Church of Bower Chalk, alias 


Bur. C halb, in the County: of Wi lts and ag 


25 ceſe of Sarum, 


There are forty three Churches more to 
be augmented, by Vertue of this BoB 
the Governours of Queen Annes Bounty, look 
6 U as ſo n ms o well * 
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a Charity, that a The.. Edwards. gen. 


Of Briſtol] Eſq; had given them an Account | 


thereof, they ordered the thanks of the Board 


to be 8 tor Mr. CS "Py the ſaid 3251 : 


Edwards. 

have not . able to get any aue 
lar Account of his Public Charities in and 
about London, &c. which may be depended 


upon; the greateſt part of the Annual Income | 


of his Eſtatè he diſtributes in Private Charities, 
ſome times ſetting up broken Tradeſmen, Pay- 


fly their Dcbts, Releaſing others out of Pri- 


ſon, andRelieving unhappy Sufferers, and Poor 
Houſe· Keepers whom he diligently ſeeks our, 


particularly in the City of Briſtiol; and tho 


at firſt he converted the greateſt part of his E- 
ſtate to Build and Endow Hoſpitals, yet, as 


Jam credibly inform'd, his Eſtate at this 
Time is fairer then it Was before thoſe-Foun- 
een were laid; ſo that like a Spring,hisBoun- 


pours forth, but to be repleniſh d, and 

is 5.rcpleniſh'd but to pour forth. 
ERKeader, if thou art a Rich Man, conſider 
alſo that thou art a Chriſtian; and let this 


5 great Mans Example Inſtruct thee, foberich _ 
mn Good, Works, that thou may ſt be rich for 
» +#* - thy latter End; and that in tlie Mean Time 
MW :;- 4 God may encreaſe thy Store, Prolong thy 
Days upon Earth, make thy Name and Me- 
mory precious to 2 . in Vie! End d 


receive CR unto 1 
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=_ wake. every 3 Chriſtan 
will agree with me, tllat a Trex. 
ny tiſcof Charity can never be more 
| neeaful, than at this Time, when 
the Diviſions and Animoſities of Chriſtians. 
are at ſuch a Height; when the Kingdoms of 
: the World are ſhaken, when Men Sad) no- 
| || thing morethanthe Satisfaction of their Luſts, 
. their Pride and Avarice, Luxury and Ambi- 
tion; when every. thing looks mean and 
trifling that is Moral or Good, and nothin 
reliable or polite, but what is Athez e | 
1 Filthy, or Prophane. . 
It is amazing and . to behold 7 
- the Bitterneſs and Revenge, the Hatred and 
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85 Fan and Perſecure one another, under 
5 . the | 


JJ Bird £3 be ee 


Enmity, wherewith. Chriſtians in our Days 


| | 125 
; { 


i be A 
F -—the ſpecious Pretence of Baeligion: when... 
13 - nothing can be ſo oppoſite to, nothing ſo 
| {deftructve. of, the Spirit and Life there- 
10h, 3s Strife and Contention. The Deſign”; 
* therefore of the enſuing Treatiſe, is to fue, 
+ "that the Power and Energy of Religion con- 
ſiſts in Peace and Love, Unity and Concord; 
that no Man can be denominated a true 
Chriſtian, who has not Charity in that Senſe, 
wherein we are commanded to bear me 
I nfirmuties of Dur Meal Bfethren. Now to main» | 
dein that Gur Lord hath promiſed to ſecure 
: his C hurch from Errors; and upon that Pre- 
tence, to proceed to extirpate Thoſe who 
will not Hear her, is, in Effect, to impeach 
him of a Ereach of Promiſe to his Church; 
which has not been at any time free from 
Errors, ſince the Apoſtles Days. So that 
| we muſt. cither ſay, that our Bleſſed Saviour 
1 came into the World, to ſet one Part of it 
IM to deſtroy another, or elſe, that he hath 
| 


We d no other Remedy for the Cure of 
| 115 Diviſions, but mutual Love and Forbear- 
= mane” 
= The Grand Objection, which] foreſee, will 
[ 65 made to the following Diſcourſe, is, that 
ye Proteſtants cannot pretend to Charity in 
1 its moſt comprchenſtve Senſe; or as it ſignifies 
cabeloveof Unity which Roman Catholicks ſay, 

% £ we have * by our Departure from 
the 


The BE FAE 
he Head, and Cement of Vairy, the _ 
"Ui Church of Rome. 

1 confeſs indeed, hat Charity cannot ba 
maintain d without Unity with our Biſhop; 
and therefore, that Dorhing leſs than ſinful 


Terms of Communion; could have juſtified 
our Separation from Nome, ſuppoſing her 
Biſhop the Supreme Head of the Church. 
But it abet en unluckily, chat the ſeyerdl 
Advocates of the Supremacy, cannot agree in 
telling their own Story; for it has been con- 
| troyerted” among Romanifts' themſelves, 

; whether this 'S#premarcy be entail d upon the 


- Biſhop of Nom e, a8 Succeſſor of St. Peter 
ot of St. Paul. That the Bifhop of Rome 


: 15 "Sneceſſor to one or other of peg Apoſtles, 


© cannot be denied; but ſo are all other Bi- 
ſhop ps, as well as He, and he can have ne 


N i ory over them, much leſs the Biſhops 
- of Britain, as Suceeſſors of St. Peter, be- 
cCaule St. Peter had no Authority over the 
fkeſt of the Apoftles; which is a Point, which 
has been fo often already irrefragably prowd 
beyond Contradiction, that have no need 
to renew a Controverſy, for which (1 con- 
fes) 1 have neither Capacity nor Leatning 


cqual to the Undertaking. 5 5 


But thus much 1 may pietme to 6 (1 


hope without Offence) air if more Weight 
had been laid upon the Authority of St. 


Tule, and leſs upon the Teſtimony of Pay 


„ Writers, 
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Writers, this | Diſpute, in my Opinion, 
had been long ſince at an End. For who- 
ever carefully reads over the Hiſtory of the 
Acts of the Apoſtles, will not once find, that 
St. Peter ever preachul at Rome, much leis, 


i that he planted ke Goſpel there, before St. 


Paul, who is the only Perſon, of all the A- 
poſtles, who is faid to have gone Thither ; 
and, where St. Luke tells us, he dwelt two 
Whole Years in his own hir d Houſe, receiv- 


| + ing, all that came to him to hear the Goſpel 


at his Mouth, Acls 28. 30, Clemens Roma- 


nus Lib. 7. Chap. 47. Saith, Linus, the firſt 


- Biſhop: of Rome, was created; by St. Pau; 
I that 5 the Death of this Linus, C lemens, 
the ſecond Biſhop, was ordain d by St. Peter: 
So that if his Story be true, the Biſhop of 
Name ſits not in St. Peters Chair, but in 
FR e of St. Paw; for He conſtituted 52 firſt 
Bi | 
8 It = 4 Good. 1 to the Wiſdom of aa 
Holy Ghoſt to direct St. Lale, to begin with 
the Labours of St. Peter, and to end with 
| thoſe of StaPaul, the Ads of which two 
e, ERA up the cone Park: of his 
Hiſtory. 388 ; 
"This was done Le may gueſs) to ſhew, 


that our Saviour made good to St. Peter in 


his own Perſon, his gracious Promiſe, in that 
famous Text, (ſo often and groſſy perverted) 


+ Thos art e and * this Rock, 7 A 4 


4 
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build my Church, and the Gates 77 Hell 


: Hall not prevail againſt it. Now Peter was 


a Sir-name Which our Lord gave him upon 
his- confeſſing him to be the true Meſſiah, 
and in the Greek and Latin Tongues, ſigni- 
fies a Stone, as they, who underſtand the Ori 
ental Languages ſay, Cephas ſignifies t 
ſame in Hriac. The Church is ſaid. to be 
built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles, 
Jeſus Chriſt himielf being · the Chief Cor- 
ner Stone. The proper uſe of a Stone- 
Foundation, is to Build upon, and a Key is 


to open a Door with; both which, (by a 


beautiful Figure) are applied by our Savi- 
_ our'to the Perſon of St. Peter, who ac- 
cording to our Saviouts Promiſe, was by his 
Preaching to build his Church, or to open a 
Door of Faith to Jews and. Gentiles, before 


| any other Apoſtle. 


Me then confeſs that the grltChritian Church 
was Built upon St. Peter's Preaching, and 
that the Church thus founded, the Gates of 
Hell ſhall not prevail agamſt ; the Import of 
which Promiſe is, that CHriſtianity, thus plant - 
_ ed, ſhall become the prevailing Religion of 
the World, and continue to the End of it. 
The Completion of the former part of this 
Promiſe the Evangeliſt takes Care to re- 
cord in the very Introduction to his Hiſtory, 


Where he tells us, that St. Peter upon his two 


geg Sermons, Converted Three W 
ews 


S.. 


. 
Jes in one Pay, and Five Thouſand the 
next. Acts 2. 41. Acts 4. 4. Sometime 
after this, upon the Perſecution. which aroſs 
about Stephen, all theſe new Converts were 
diſperſed, except the Apoſtles, who ſtill con, 
. ny at  Feruſalem, becauſe their Com. 
ion was to begin there; and labour the 
„ of the Jews, firſt. 
Accordingly we find, that they wha wiene! 
featter d abroad, travelled as far as Phenice, 
Cyprus, and Antioch, but preach'd the Sol 
pel to none, but to the Fee only. Aﬀts 23 
19. about thisfime, St. Fames ſuffers Ar- 
dom, and St; Peter: is 6 and * 
if Priſon. 
Surg this albeit bi the- time meant bs 
Simeen Metaphraftes, who tell; us a Tale of 
St. Peter's travelling as far as Britain and 
planting the Goſpel there) whoſe Authority 
many Roman Catholick Writers follow): tho' 
Baronius gives him this Character. ru n 
ahjs multis (ſaith he) ibi, ux. libris a fe Poſe 
tis errare Metaphraſtem certum off, ita in 
bis hallucinatum effeconftat: (i. e.) As in many 
Sther Stories deliver d in his Writings, Mera. 
hraftes was certainly miſtaken; ſo in rh 
2 is plain, that he was bewncird or "I 
| bibnfelf; 
Now, che Thavels of the ft of dhe Ay 
e being 10-diligently and particularly re. 
e by Wikers of all Sorts; Greek and 
_ Latin, 
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Latin, how is it poſſible (ſaith Dr. Good- 
un) that this ſo important a Work of St. 
Peter, ſhould be mentioned no where, ei- 
ther in our Particular Chronicles or the ge- 
neral Hiſtory of our Church, nor amonęſt 
any of our Ancient Writers, ſave only by the 


Hands of Met or and es? An Author not m—_— 


Ancient, (for he lived about the Year 900) 
and ſo far diſtant from Britain, as Conſtan- 
tinople: As he had not ſuch ſpecial Opportunity 


to take Notice of thoſe Antiquities of our 
Church, which ſo many other abler Men, and 
diligent Enquirers into theſe Things, * 


ing amongſt us, could never find out. 
Bellarmin on tlie contrary deſeri ;bes, the 


Feel of St. Peter thus. Igitur ex Fuded 
&c. (i. e,) The'5th Year after the Paſſion of 
our Saviour, Peter travelld from Juda into 


Syria, and ſettled himſelf at Antioch (tho 
by the By, there is not a Word ſaid in the 


Ars of the' Apoſtles, that Peter Preach'd at 
_ Antioch; for that City ſeem d to be the pe- 
culiar Province of Paul and Barnabas) there, 

lays Bellarmin, he continued Biſhop almoſt” 


N Years, . Nevertheleſs, faith he, we are 
not to believe, that in all this Space, he ne- 
ver departed thence; for it is plain, that about 
that time, he rang d Over all the Countries ad- 
joining. vir. Pontus, Aſia, GallatiaCappadotia, 


Bythinia. But the 7th Vear after that he 


n the aa OP of” Amtioeh, 


- (which 


. 


- 
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(which was the 1 3th Year after ourLord 'sPaſ- 
ſion) he return'd to Jeruſalem, and being 
there apprehended of Herod, he was caſt in- 
to Priſon; in the Days of Sweet Bread, i. e. 
about Eaſter, Acts. 12. But ſoon after, con- 
a” - tinues he, that js, the ſame Year of the Reign | 
of C laudius, he came to Rome, and there 
fixed his See, and held the ſame 25 VEATS. 
Vet he remain d not all this time in Rowe, 
but after he had Preach' d ſeven Years. there, 
he returnd to Feruſalem, being expelld out 
of Rome by Claudius, together with all the 
Taue who were then in Rome. And then 
à little after, when therefore ſaith he, they 
who were at Antioch, heard how that St. 
Peter was come to Jeruſalem, they ſent un- 
to him Paul and Barnabas, and then was 
185 calld together the Council of Jeruſalem. 
But Claudius being dead, Peter return'd to 
Nome, and there ended his Life. Thus Bel. 
armin, Tom. 1. de Rom. Pon. lib. 2. c. 6. 
Here we find Metaphraſtes and his Followers 
againſt Bel/armin, and Bellarmin againſt them 
all: And how well all theſe fine Stories ac- 
cord with the Hiſtory of the Acts, it will be 
worth while briefly to enquire ; for here we 
Ha nothing of St. Peter's Preaching, either 
at Antioch or at Rome, tho St. Luke is very 
particular in recording the moſt Noted e 
| ach, te viſited. N 
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Firſt, When the Churches had Reſt from 


the foremention d Perſecution, throughout all 


Fudba, Gallilte, and Samaria, (all which 


were the particular Provinces, of St. Peter) 
he paſſeth throughout all the Quarters of the 


Jews. From Feruſalem he is ſent by the, 
reſt of the Apoſtles there, to ſtrengthen and 


confirm the Diſciples, whom Phil; 7 Convert- 
ed and Baptiz d in Samaria. From thence, 


paſſing ſeveral Towns, and working Miracles 


every where, ie came and dwelt fometime 
at Zoppa. From this Place, by immediate 
Revelation, he goes to Czſarea, to the Con- 
verſion of Cornelius, his Kinfmen and Friends, 


who, by this Means became the firſt Fruits 10 


of the Gentiles. 
Here then was a full and compleat Diſ- 
charge of our Saviour's Promiſe, made tohim 


in the firſt Part of that Text, viz. Thou art 


Peter, and upon this Rock, c. Thus our 
Lord Built his Church upon St. Peter, of 


whom we have no farther Account in the 
Acts, than that ſometime after theſe things, 


and his Miraculous Eſcape our of Priſon, he 


= return d back to Cæſarea, and there Abode: 


which ſignifies ſomething more than his bare 


flying thither for Refuge, from the Rage of 
Herod, for a ſhort ſpace of Time; -becauſe 


the Evangeliſt ſays expreſly, that St. Peter 
Here Alode. What became of him after 


| ſhele Things, St. Luke docs not fay ; and 
DN F Fi e | | | ” 
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46 far as we can find) they who are moſt con- 
cerned to know, are not yet agreed upon. 
Let us therefore proceed to enquire briefly, 
whether St. Paul had not a better Title to the 
See of Rome, than St. Peter, keeping ſtill to 
the Authority of the Scriptures, as the ſafeſt 
to be relied upon, in 7his, and all other Re- 
ligious Controverſy, becauſe of the . dif : 
agreement of Party-Writers. ; 
When the Goſpel was firſt Publiſh' d, Rome 
was the Scat of the Empire, and Miſtreſs of the 
Heathen World. Who then more proper to 
be her Apoſtle, than St. Paul, whois empha- 
tically Stil d, the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, and 
was a Free- born Roman, as he himſelf teſtifies, 
Acs 22. 25. Rome was at this time, full of 
_ Wiſe-men and Philoſophers,: as well as the 
Cities of Athens, Epheſus, Corinth, Anti- 
bh, where St. Paul Preach'd ; and who, of 
all the Apoſtles, was ſo well qualified, toen- 
counter them, as St. Paul? Who more like- 
ly to convince the Romans, than a Roman 
Þ | St. Paul was a Man of great Parts and Abi 
I ities, as well as Reſolution, and Courage, 
i having been been bred up at the Feet of Ga- 


—— 


e q' ec aw oc 


fe 


maliel, a Doctor of the Law, or a Learned | f 
Rabbin ; and was moreover skill d in all the =” 
Wiſdom. of the Grecians, who then were Y 
accounted. the greateſt Philoſophers; as an 8 
1 n his COR a their Autos 7 
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his Epiſtles to the Corinthians, and Titus. 
Another Rraſon, why our Saviour thought 


St. Paul fitter to be an Apoſtle of the Gen- 


tiles, than St. Peter, was, becauſe he had 
formerly e e the firſt Chriſtian Con- 


verts of the ewe. Whence we find the 
Apoltles een aflaying at firſt to aſſoci- 


ciate with him, fearing he had changed his 
Religion, only as a Cloak to cover his for- 
mer Deſigns of betray ing, and then deſtroying 


them. On the other Hand, the unbelieving 
ae were the more exaſperated againſt him, 


r having deſerted them; and therefore look d 
upon 85 as a Perſon, Who was not fit to be 
truſted: by either ſide. Now this ſeems to be 


the plain Reaſon, why our Saviour told him 
immediately upon his Converſion, that his 
Country- men would not receive his Teſtimo. 


ny concerning him, and therefore that he 


would ſend Him far away from them, to te 
Gentiles, Acts 22. 18. accordingly St. Pani 


challenges to himſelf, the peculiar Title of, 
the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, and Rome, as his 


Jp particular Province or Dioceſe, Rom. I t. 13. 
Nou, had St. Peter (as the famous Bellar- 
min doth ſuppoſe) preach d at Name Seven 
Vow together before St. Paul, why would 
St. Paul, be ſo deſitous to Preach the Goſpel, 
there alſo; after his expreſs Declaration, in 
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his Epiſtle to the Romans, that it was not 
his Cuſtom, to Preach the Goſpel, where 
Chriſt had been already nanied, leaſt he 
fhould ſeem to build upon another Maur 
Foundation? Rom. 15. 20. 

In the very beginning of his Epiſtle he 


* alia; the Romans, that he had for many Years, 


earneſtly deſit d to come to them, that he 
might impart unto them ſome ſpiritual Gift, 
and this too, that thereby they might be eſta- 
bliſh'd, Ads i 11. now what had Peter been 
doing there all this while? Was he inſufficient 
for this Work, or ſo negligent in the Execu- 
tion of his Office, as that in 7 Vears time, he 
could not confirm them in the Faith? Or 
who can believe St. Paul, when he ſaith, that 
the few Chriſtians at Rome, needed his com- 
ing to them, to the end, that they might be 
eftabliſ/d, if St. Peter had been either then at 
. or at any time before. 
Again in the cloſe of his Epiſtle, St Paul | 
| Galutes all the Chriſtians at Rome of his ac- 
quaintance, by Name, but takes no notice of 
St. Peter: And St. Lube tells us, that Aquila, and 
Priſcilla came to Corinth, when Claudius had 
expell d the cus from Rowe; but makes no 
mention of St. Peters coming then to Fudea, 
as Bellarmin doth. Now had St. Peter been 
at Rome, either at this time, or when St. Paul, 
- wrir his Epiſtle to the Romans, how unlikely 
is it, he ſhould not haye been once men- 


| don 
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tion d, either by St. Lule, or St. Paul, as well 


as other Chriſtians of leſſer Note. It is ſtrange 
if he was then at Rome, they ſhould both for- 
get him. Was a ſupreme Apoſtle fo inconſide- 
rable a Perſon, as not to deſerve to be once 
remembred to his own immediate Flock: Or, = 


if he was then at Antioch, when St. Pau{took _ 


upon him to write to them in his abſence, 
one would think, he ſhould have had ſo much 


reſpect for his Superior A poſtle, as once to men- 


tion his Name, or put them in mind of their 
Obedience and Duty to him. 
Moreover, when after this, St. Paul ar- 


rivd at Rome the firſt time, there is mention 


made of the Brethren, who accompanied him 
from Appij- j. forum, but not a Word of St. 


Peter. When he call d together the uncon- 
verted eus, they told him, that Chriſtians- 


9, was a Religion every where ſpoken againſt. 
gat then had St. Peter, the particular Apo- 


ſtle of the Circumciſion, been a doing at Rome 


all this while? Or, with what ſincerity could 
the Jews tell St. Paul, that the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion was a Sect every where ſpoken againſt,” 
if St. Peter had Preach d the Goſpel at Rome, 


at any time before? And why do they deſire 


St. Pauls Opinion of it; and for this Pur- 0 
poſe appoint him a Day, to come to his 


Lodgings! Now the Evangeliſt tells us, that 
the Reſult of this Meeting was, — Some 9 
the feuus believed 33 * believed not. 


Acts, 
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Acts 28. And why is this recorded, but to 
ſhew, that no other Apoſtle had Preached 
to the Jews, much leſs to the Gentiles at 
' "Rome, before St. Paul; or that their Chrifti- 
anity was Owing chiefly to his Laboursz ſince 
— it is 1⁰ erprelly⸗ noted in the ſame Chapter, 
that upon ſome of the Jews rejecting to re- 
| cC.Cive the Goſpel at his Mouth, the Apoſtle 
=_ _ declares, that his Commiſſion was to Preach 
= to the Gentiles next, and thar they would 
hear it. Ads 28. 28. Upon the whole 
then, it plainly appears, that When St. Paul 
came the firſt time to Rome, he found but 
few Chriſtians zhere, and all Zhofe, of the 
| Jewiſh Converts. "Was this then all the Suc- 
ceſs of St. Peters 7 Yeats Preaching there? 
Was this the Apoſtle, who was to be fo ſuc- 
/  cefsful'in catehing Men, when he had laid 
aſide his Nets and Trade of Fiſhing? Or cou d 
he know his Fellow Diſciples Hearts (Which 
he muſt have done if he told our Saviour 
that he lovd him Tore than they) and after 
all, be fo remiſs in his Office, as to fit ſtill at 
Rome 7 Years and do nothing? He that can 
believe this, can ſwallow a Camel. But ad- 
mitting (after all) that St, Peter had been at 
any time Biſhop of Nonne as well as St. 
Paul; yet he could only have been Biſhop 
of the Jewiſh Converts there, according to 
an Agreement between them, that the one 
ſhould Preach to * Jews and the other to 


the 
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| the Gentles. Beſides, Mera hraſtes and his 
Followers contend, that St. Peter Preach'd 
the Goſpel in Britain as well as Rome; and 
Bellarmin ſays, he was 7 Years Biſhop of An- 
| tioch. If then the Supremacy be from St. | 
Peter, the Bi ſhops of Britain and Antioch, © 
have as much right to it, as Succeſſors of St. 
Peter, as the Bi hop « of Rome. For St, Peter 
himſelf fays, God is no reſpecter of Perſons, 
and how unlikely is it, that St. Peter ſhould 


prefer Rome, which put him toa cruel Death, 


to other Cities and Nations of the World, 
where he received better Quarters? For to ſay 


the Truth, Rome was at this time, the Starlet 
M hore, which wal low d in the Blood of Chri- 
lians, and was the moſt perſecuting City in 

the World, and ſo continued for the firſſ Three 


Hundred Years after Chriſt; whegce all other 


Cities and Powers of the Empire receivd 
command and Authority to perſecute the 
Chriſtians, wherever they met them. 
: And can any one in his Wits belicve that 
to be the Mother- Church, who was for de- 
ſiroying all the Chriſtians every where, and 
bad no ſettled Being in the World, before 
the time of Conſtantine the Great, for during the 


ten great Perſecutions, the Chriſtians ſuffer- 
ed more from Rome, than from any other 


City or Nation of the World, + except the 
Feus; and this I the rather remark, to ex- 


POM that Ns which has caus 8 ſo much 


hatred 
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hatred and bloodſhed amongſt Chriſtians; I 
mean the Notion of Rome's being the Mo- 
ther Church; and I dare be confilient that the 
Roman Catholicks who will duly conſider 
| theſe things, will not reſefit my Endeavour: 


to reconcile them to a better Opinion of Prote- 


ſtants, than they can have, whilſt they maintain 
the Supremacy, and the darling Notion of 
| Rome's being the Mother-Church. For if by 


 Romesbeing the Mother-Church, they mean 


no more, than the Care which ſhe takes to 
nouriſh and breed up thoſe in her Faith, who 


are born within her Pale and Communion, 


every National Church is in this Senſe a Mo- 


ther Church as well as the Church of Rome. 


Now the proper Idea that any one can 
frame to himſelf of a Mother, is, that next 
to God, ſhe is the immediate Cauſe of ones 
Being, ande as ſuch, has an undoubted Right 


both by the Law af God and Nature, to his 
Obedience in omnibus licitis, and it is in this 


Senſe (if 1 am not miſtaken) the Church of 


Rome claims the Title of Mother-Church, 
pretending that all we Chriſtians of theſe 
Weſtern Parts of the World, receivd our Re- 
ligion immediately from Rome. Now both 


ſides agree, that Chriſtianity was Planted in 


this Iſland, by * Men; whether by 
St. Peter or St. 


then and his Company, it matters not; but 
"they mw Wy Wow the Authority of 
| 5 — 
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aul, or Joſeph of Arama- 
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| Scriprure, conclude for St. Paul; becauſe lie 
lays twice in his Epiſtle to the Romans, that 


he intended to take a Journey into Spain, 
when it is probabls he paſſed over into Bre- 


train, tho Bellarmin and others will not al- 
low that he ever perform d that his intended 


Voyage. But be that how it will, yet allow- 
ing Chriſtianity to have been planted here 


much aboutthis Time, or as early as at Rome; 


Where is the Difference? Suppoſe the Apoſtles 


took Rome in their Way hither; what Pre- 

heminence or Authority does this give 
Rome over us? But, ſay they; Britain was 
Converted but in Part, till the time of Au- 
ſtin the Monk, who brought over the whole 


Iſland to the Faith, and he was ſent from 
Rome. We anſwer, neither was Rome con+ 
verted, but in Part, till the time of Conſtan- 


tine the Great, who was a Briton; aid thete- 


fore Rome is as much oblig'd for her Chri- 


R 


ſtianity to Britain, as Britain is to Rome, and 


where then is the gtound of boaſting on ei- 


ther ſide? If this be ſo, it muſt then certain 
ty needs be, repugnant to Gods Will, that 


one Nation ſhould attempt to deſtroy ano- 
ther, upon the Account of Religion, much 
more out of Zeal to Mother-Church. For 


admitting, we had recciy'd our Religion directly 


from Rome, how does this prove her to be the 


Mother- Church? For the true notion of a 
Mother-Church | is that ſhe her felf receivd 
cC | the 
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the Faith immediately from the Author and 
Finiſher thereof, Chriſt Jeſus. This ſurely could 
not be the Church of Rome, who receiy'dthe 
Faith from Feruſalem, as al other Chriſtians 
did, and therefore Jeruſalem muſt needs be 
—— the Mother-Church: For wherethe firſt Chri- 
ſtians were made, there the firſt Foundation ofa 
Church was laid, and this too by St. Peter; but 
not at Rome, for the- Apoſtles Commiſſion 
was in propagating the Goſpel, to begin at 
Fernfalem; to Preach to the Fews firſt, and 
E then to the Gentilé's, and when, upon the 
two firſt Sermons Preached by St. Peter, at 
Feruſalem, 8000 of the Jews, were con- 
verted; Was not this a ſufficient Number to 
make up à CHhurch? If then all other Churches 
1 were to derive their Being and Beginning from 
Feruſalem, as our Lordreſtifies, was not 7e. 
_ ruſalem therefore the Mother-Church? And is 
not the Church of Nome herſelf her Offspring 
4ẽã⁊ã s well as we? To what purpoſe then, is this No-— 
tion of Mother. Church ſo induſtriouſſy incul- 
cated, but to enflame the Spirits of blind and 
ſuperſtitious Votaries, againſt all that differ from 
them! For, though they who ignorantly hold 
E, -  - _this Opinion, do not actually embrue their 
Hands in Proteſtant Blood, for want of Pow- 
er or Opportunity, to put their Deſigns in 
Execution; yet how, many Murders (I fear) 
dothey daily commit in their Hearts, and think 
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at the Mit time, that they do God good Service, 
to dothis Zelo Matris Eccleſiæ, as their Can« 
non ſpeaks. But I would fain hope, that this 
s not the avow d Tenet of the. Preſent Church 
of Nome, and J do hereby declare, and call 
God to Record, that I had no other Motive 
to induce me to meddle with theſe Points, but a 
Love ofthe Roman Catholicks as well as ofthe 
Truth, and to ſhew them, that they cannot re- 
turn this Love fo us Proteſtants, or maintain 
Charity, whilſt they maintain theſe Opinions, 
It is the Misfortune of the other Diſſenters 
to be of Opinion, that the Errors of the 
Roman Catholicks, have quite unchurch'd 
them, and deſtroy'd the Epiſcopal Succeſ- 
ſion; which they alledge, as a ſufficient 
| Juſtification of their Separation from the 
Church of England, and therefore that they 
cannot be juſtſy Taxed with Schiſm, or a 
Breach of Unity (which is one of the chief 
eſt Propergics of Charity) in ſo doing. Now 
this Opinion is as uncharitable as it is s Errone- 
aur. For, | 
Flrſt, The Biſhop of Rome, is ſtill 4 Chriſti- 
an Biſhop, and the Church of Rome a Chrſtian 
Church, not withſtanding their Errorszthe Seven 
Churches of the Proconſular Aſia, were till ©. 
ſtil d, by St. 7oim, the Churches of Aſa, even 
then, when they were over-run with Idola. 
| iy and e So the Jeuiſb . hurcbzß, 
G | * | 5 
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though it had been guilty of the groſſeſt 
Idolatry, is nevertheleſs, call'd by St. Ste- 
phen, the Church that was in the Wilderneſs. 
S Se. Paul; if any Man be calld a Brother 


ho is an Idolater, with ſuch a one, no not tio 


eat, 1 Cor. 5. 1 1. ſo that the greateſt Corrupti- 
ons do not Unchurchwhilſtt the Chicf Corner- 


fone, or the Foundation, remains firm, though - 


Men build Hay and S$tubble thereupon. To 


ſeparate” therefore from our Biſhops, under 
Pretence of Errors, cannot be warranted, un- 
leſs it can be made appear, that they impoſe. 


upon us, a falſe, or an 1aplatrous- Worſhip. 
The Reaſon of this is twofold. 

- Firſt, Becauſe private Perſons are not pro- 
| per Judges of Errors. 


Secondly, If private Perſons ſhould be al- 
low ad to preſcribe Rules to their Superiors, 
there can be no ſuch thing as Government, and 
conſequently the Peace of the Church muſt 
be deſtroyed. Therefore to maintain Char:- 
ty, Chriſtians muſt be in Unity with their Bi- 


ſhops; becauſe ſaith, St. Ignatius, there can be 
no Church without them. For the Apoſtle 
aſſerts, that the Church is built upon the Foun- 


dation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus 


Chrift. himſelf, es the Chicf-corner-ſtone. 
Now, the Biſhops being the Apoſtles Succeſ- 


. ſors, remove this Foundation, and you pull 


down the Church; there can be neither Or- 


Aer nor Decency without Government, 2. e. 
ſomo 


- b . 
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x ſome to Rule and ſome to Ob, 3 nor 5 


vernment without ſubordinate Officers, which 0 


are as neceſſary for Church, as for State. But 
what Notion of Subordination « can we frame, 
if the Miniſters of Chriſt are all equal? Or 


if Who will may take upon him the Office . 
of a Preacher, without Ordination? And 


how caſie is it, for the moſt Illiterate, or De- 
ſigning, to intrude into the Miniſtry, if he 
has but a good Stock of Aſſurance, and Self- 
es and pretend to the inward Call? 


As for the Presbyterians, there is little, or 


no difference between their Church Go- 


vernment, and the Eprſcopal, except i in their 


manner of Publick Worſhip. For as, in the 
Church of England, out Biſhops do not Or- 
dain without their Prechyters: So neither do 
the Presbyterians, (as J am Inform'd) Ordain 
without their Moderator, or at leaſt without 
his previous Conſent : and if this be true, the 
Presbyterians keep cloſeſt, of any of the Se- 


paratiſts, to the Apoſtolical Pattern: And the 
Truth is, is highly Injutious to lay to their 


| Charge, thoſe monſtrous Sets, that ſhelter 


themielyes under their Names, whoſe abo- 
minable Opinions they as much deteſt, as we 
can do. It muſt al ſo be confeſſed, that ſome 

of the Prerbyterian Miniſters, in our great 


and populous Cities, are Men of good Learn. 
ing, and Morals; and no great Enemies, to 


FE * ra ;ſhment wilely conſidering, | 
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that their preſent and future Tranquillity de- 
| _ pends upon the Peace and Safety of the Church 
of England. 

To you then beloved . of the 
Presbyterian Perſwaſion do I Addreſs my ſelf 
in the Spirit of Love and Affection: Ve are 

our Brethren, Members originally of the ſame 
Communion, tho now unhappily departed 
from us, Ihope but for 4 Seaſon. - : 
Amongſt other Grievaxcies, you Object to 
us, our Ordination from Nome; and urge it 
as a Plea, to juſtifie your Separation from 
us. Pleaſe then to conſider, that you your 
ſelves receive your Ordination the ſame way. 
For the firſt Presbyters, who ſeparated from 
their Biſhops, and from whom you derive 
your Succeſſion, were themſelves Epiſcopal. 
| þ Ordained; and therefore if our Ordination 
3 be the leſs valid, becauſe it comes from 
Nome, yours muſt be ſo too, for the ſame Rea- 
ſon, Fou ſay farther, that Epiſcopal Autho- 
rity is an[nnovation, and has no Foundation in 
Scripture, and therefore y ou ſet your ſelves to 
oppoſe it, as an Antichriſtian Uſurpation ; 1 
anſwer, that you your ſelves do admit of the 
Authority, though not of the Name: for a 
Superintendent, or a Moderator and a Biſhop, 
arc $nonmons Terms; without whoſe Appro- 
| bation, nothing of moment is tranſacted in 
your own Aſſemblies. Now your Agreement 
with us in this and * other * makes 
:YOur 


2 
£ 
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your Separation from us the more inexcuſa- 


ble; for you ſeparate without Cauſe, and take 


Offence where none is given, which aggra- © 
vates your Sin. That you are guilty of a wil- 
ful or obſtinate Schiſm, I will not be ſo un- 


charitable, as to take upon me to ſay: But thus 


much you muſt your ſelves confeſs, that Se- 


paration from a Church, which impoſeth 1 No. 


unlawful Terms of Communion pon you, 


is Schiſm, and that Schiſm is a Sin. You 
tay indeed, that the Terms of our Commu- 
nion are unlawful, and therefore you ſeparate ; 

but you have not been able to prove your 
Charge; and you are ſo uncharitable to your 


ſelves, as well as to the Church, that you 


will neither read nor hear her Defence to you, 


but ſay, that you are already ſatisfied in your 
own. Conſciences, and differ from us, but 


in ſmall Matters, which are tolerable. But 


then you conſider not the great Sin of ſetting | 
upan Authority againſt the Authority in Be- 


ing, or a withdrawing your Obedience from 
thoſe, to whom it is due, which you know, 


was the nature of Korahs Rebellion. For 


this is making up ſeveral different Bodies of 


dhe Church, or dividing our Lords myſtical 
Body, which St. Paul ſays, is but One. It 
were eaſie, for a Man of an ordinary Capa- * 


city, or Learning to prove the Charge of Schiſm 


ainſt you. But this has been done alteady 


0 wil I could ſay) with as much Succels, as, 
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with ſo much Strength of Scripture, Redfon, | 
or Argument; that it will never be needful 
to write any more upon that Subject, but to 
reviſe and reprint the Books already Publiſh'd. 
Vet ſince your great Eye: ſore is Epiſcopdcy, 
which in your Charity: you call a Popiſh- 
ſurpation, ;give me leave to remind you 
gf St. Zeros. Words, upon whole. Authori- 
ty, in this Controverſy, you your ſelves lay 
o great a Streſs. He flouriſh'd. in the Year | 
380, before Popery crept into the Church. A 
In his Comment on. St. Pauls Epiſtle to | 
Titus, I find-be hath theſe Words, viz..Poſt- 
m unuſquiſque eos; quos baptigabat, ſuos 
13 Dzeinulos) putabat eſſe, non Chriſti, 
— foto orbeaerretum eft, ut unus de Presbyterts. 
. Electus ſuperponeretur ceterts, ut Schiſmatum 
| fs tollerentur, i. œ. When it came to that 
Paas, that cvery Man eſteem d thoſe whom 
be Baptizd, as his own Diſciples, not Chriſts, 
3 it was Decretd, through out the whole World, 
” — -that one choſen out of the Presbytery ſhould 
1 5 pres de over the reſt, that the Seeds of Schiſm 
mint be deſttoy d. Now is not every Biſhop 
= witli us chaſen out of the Presbytery Af. Se 
=. Jerom Was in Opinion ſo far a Presbyte- 
3 D ran (and he tlie only Man againſt all the 
1 Fathers) as to imagine, that becauſę evi 
| and rte burepoc, arg ſometimes promiſcu- 
| OL 5 n in hs uy panes er they 
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were not. t diſtin Orla yet on the one 
hand, he was ſo much an Advocate for Epiſco- 
pacy, as to own, it was a Government that | 


had obtain d from the Beginning over all the 


Chriſtian World, and ſhews, it was neceſſa: 


ry to deſtroy; the Seeds of Schiſm; that nei. 


ther Unity nor Charity could be preſerved in 
the Church without it, and therefore com- 
mands all Chriſtians for Peace; ſake to ſubmit 


themſelyes to it. Noy, though St. Ferom 
was not without his Errors, any more than 
other Men; yet in this he agreed with St! 


aul, viz. ip maintaining, that the Cuſtomas 


ol a Church ought to determine our Obedi- 
mote in Matters not plainly forbidden. For; 


ſays he, we have no ſuch Cuſtomo, nur the 
Churches of God; plainly implying, that, 
where ſuch and ſuch Cuſtoms had prevailed; 
every Chriſtian}; (for Peace fake): ; ought; to 
comply "therewith, provided they were not 


cxprelly: prohibited by any Divine Law. 


Moreover, you ſay, that Epiſeopacꝝ is one 
as the Corruptions of the Church of Rome; 
or if it was not, that the Epiſcopal Succeſſion 


is deſtroy d by Reaſon of thoſe Corruptions. 
1 anſwer, can you call that Corruption, which 
your own Friend, St. Jenam, allows to beſod 
neceſſary an Iuſtitution? Or Will you main 


tain, that all the Chriſtian Churches in the 


World are corrupt, or Popiſſ beſides your | 
| r aral * l call you incon - 
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ſiderable (not by way of Contempt) but be⸗ 
cauſe; I may ſafely affirm that ye are not, in 
Number, ſo many, as one to a Zhouſand 


Chriſtians, that are againſt you; and a thouſand 
to uus then but you are in the urong; if not the 


preſent Church Unzverſal is, and all Chriſtian 


Churches ſince Chriſt, have been, all along in an 


Error; for you cannot produce any one Church, 
in any: Part of the World, that was not Epiſ- 


Not one conſtituted Church upon the 


Face of the Earth, that was not govern'd by 
Biſhops, 3 
the the Hugouots in France, the Caluiniſts of 

Geneva, and the Presbyterians tranſplanted 


the Yandois in Piedmont, 


thence into Holland, Scotland, and England, 


within theſe 200 Years. Now, though Epiſ- 


copacy is no Part of Popiſh Corruption, as 
you Object, ſo much as Presbyterianiſim is, 


5 (as will appear by and by) yet, for your Satis. 
faction, we will leave out all the Popiſh Coun- 


tries, and take in only thoſe Churches, who 


- _  difown the Popes Supremacy, and fee what 
Compaxiſon there is in Number, between 


you and them. The vaſt Empire of Ruſſia 


lone, is of greater Extent, than Traly, Spain, 
and that Part of Germany, which is Popiſ, 5 
15 ene Poland. Hungary, or all Popiſn 


together: Beſides which, we 


os on our ide, the whole Greek-Church ; 
the Armenians, Georgians, Mingrelians, Fa- 
culiter, the Chriſtians of St. Thomas and 
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St. Jolm in the Eaſt. Indies, and other Eaftern 
Churches in Africa, we have the C pties in 
Egypt the great Empire of the Aby/mes in EAthi- 
Nov all theſe are Epiſtopal Churches, and 
never o /n d the Supremacy of Nome. ou ſee 
then not only the Roman or Latin Church, but 
the whole Greek Church alſo, yea the whole 
Catholick Church all over the World is, and 
ever was Epiſcopal. It is very ſtrange then, that a 
handful of Men lately ſprungup, as the Hugonots 
in France, and the Presbyterians of England, 
Holland and Geneva, ſhould think themſelves 
wiſer than all the World; or that God ſhauld 
ſuffer all the World in compariſon to-eonti- 
nue ſo long in ſo dangerous an Error. He that 
Can believe this, hath tee much Raith and too 
much of ſomething worſe, I mean Pride and 
Uncharitableneſs. And that I may not be 
thought to do you any Wrong, the Learned 
Dupin, in his Hiſtory of the Council of Trent, 
tells you where Presbyterianiſm was firſt hatch- 
ed: And fhews/it to be a Brat, but of Yeſter- 
days ſtanding,” nurs d up to ſerve the Ends 
of-Popery: For in the Council of Trent, the 
8 by his Emiſſaries and Favourites, endea. 
volred, withall his Might, to have the Divine 
Night of acy declard agginſt, that all 
Biſho N laim their . ſolely from 
him: But as bad as the Popiſh Clergy then 


Vere, they-were ne not "of ods as to Wir | 
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a to take * Now that watle HiRofiaie 
tells us, that the-Pope's Friends made uſe of 
the very ſame Arguments, againſt Epiſcopa\ 
cy, that have been. ſince: pickd up by the 
Presbyterians;. but what is moſt temarkable, 
When the Pope, could not carry bis 2 
= © again Epiſcopacy, in the Counsiſ of Trent, * 
he found another Project, which did his Work 
as effectually, that is, he ſet up a vaſt Num 
ber of Presbyterian Prieſts, calld, ever ſince, 
the Regulars; whom he cxeinpted from the 
Pqwer and Furiſdiction, of tlicit proper Bi- 
mops, and framd them into a Method and 
Piſcipline of their own; and to be accounta- 
Bk only to Superiors of hrs, or of theirown 
contriying, which is exactly like the Freshy. 
teriam Model. How ſadly then have we been 
all this While abuſed and impod upon, and 
made to call gaad Evil, and Evil good: to: 
3 . Epiſcopacy, Popery, which is Primitive 
=_ Chriſſianity, abd to call Presbyterianiſm 
= Primitive Simplhcity,. which:-gppeats to, be the 
Off ſpring of Popery. In val door alledge 
the ee eee 0 C 2 ani 
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when they give out in their. Writings: to their 


Followers, that they condemned Epiſcopa- 
cy. I could here inſert the Profeſſors 'of 


Geneua's Letter, to the Univerſity of Ox- 
ford, wherein they juſtifie themſelves from 
this Calumny, and congratulate the Church 
of Englands happineſs in having Epiſcopa- 
cy, which their own unhappy. Circumſtan- 


ces could not admit of: In that and other 
Letters to the Biſhop of London they pray 


heartily to God to preſerve Epiſcopacy 


amongſt us; they bewail their o.] n Misfor- 


tunes, that they had no Biſhops, nor could 
have any for want of a Magiſtrate to protect 


them; and conclude, wiſhing the Continu- 
ance of this Bleſſing to the Church of Eng- 
land, for ever. Now; why do you. reproach 


the Memory of Calvin and Bera, to impoſe 
upon the Ignorance of your credulous Follow- 


ers, when Beza | cxpreſly ſays, Si qui ſunt 
autem (quad. ſane mihi non facile perſuaſeris) zo 


qui omnem Epiſcoporum ordinem rejiciant, 


| abji, r, ut quiſquam ſatis ſane mentis farort- - 


illorum afſentiatur, i. e. Now if there are any 
C xhich you ſhall hardly perſuade me to believe) 
who totally reject the whole Order of Biſhops, 


God forbid, that any Man in his Wits ſhould 


aſſent to their Madneſs. Think not, therefore, 
Brethren, your Separation from your Biſhops, 


to be nothing, becauſe you have been taught, 
With your Nurſes Milk, to have the utmoſt 
TS Amann ; 
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abhöorrence to the very Name of a Biſhop, 
though you cannot tell why; but rather con- 


ſider ſeriouſly, and lament the Misfortune of 


your Education, which ſhould make you ſuch 
- Strangers, to all the reſt of the Chriſtian 
World, but to your ſelves in a ſmall corner 

ors it, and to all the former Ages of uu 


.* 
To enclude this long preface: If out 


Difſenting Brethren, do heartily wiſh for 4 
happy Union with the Church of England; 
if you ſincerely deſite to approve your ſelves, 
truly Peaccable and "Charitable Chriſtians; 
firſt learn to forbear railing and enflaming 
tlie Spirits of your ſeveral Auditories againſt 


your Brethren. Employ your Time, Money 


And Talents to better Purpoſes, than in lam. 
doing, or hiring paultry Seriblers of ſear- 


ed Conſeiences to rake up all the Filth and 


Dirt to thtow at us, that they can; and let 


the Clergy, and all other Church - men be. 
ware of imitating ſuch ſhameful Pra- 


Glices, and both, of making one another the 
Diwerfſon of Fools and Atheiſts. Let us be | 
content with the Liberty which our Gover- 


fours have allowed us; let us conſider what 


Miſery we ſhould pull down on our Heads, 
1 out Animoffties thould ppm unhappy 
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too many of you do ſtill) and when by po- | 
pular Tumults, and pretended Grievances, 


PREFACE. us 
Cauſe of Ruin to our preſent Eſtabliſhment, 
and the Deſtruction that muſt follow us all; 


as woful Experience hath taught our Diſſent- 
ing Brethren, in the diſmal Overthrow of 


this Church, in the late Civil Wars. Re- 
member, Brethren, that every one of you 
then, cried aloud for a Reformation, as I fear 


Petitions, Remonſtrances, andother Engines, 


— 


the Spirit of the Nation was wrought up in- 
to ſuch a Ferment, as ended in the down fall 


of Church and Monarchy, then was the 


time to expect ſuch a bleſſad Reformation. 


But you know too well the Iſſue, when thoſe 


uneaſy Reformers, had deſtroy d the Conſti - 
tution, they could not agree among them- - 


ſelves afterwards upon a better: They mend - 


ed and changed, they added and altered again 
and again, till at laſt they were forc'd to 


acknowledge, that they had brought about 
a Deformation of Religion, inſtead of a Re- 


formation of it. Which brings to mind 
- no leſs famous, than well known Story of 


Apelles his Picture. He, whether to try, or 


deride, the Skill or Folly of the Multitude, ex- - 
poſes to their Publick view, a Maſter-Piece of - 
his drawing, which he had no ſooner done, 


but one found fault, with the Noſe, 3 5 
with the Eye, and a third with the Lip d 
| "ow every one hisHumour edhim which 
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pete perceiving, altered every Part as faſt 


as they found fault, till in concluſion, he 
had quite ſpoiłd his Pidure, and made it 
one of the uglieſt Pieces that ever was beheld. 
But Apelles, to do himſelf Juſtice, as well as 
to expoſe the Cenſoriouſneſs of the Ignorant 


arid: inconſtant Multitude; produe d anothet 


Picture of the ſame make, and Beauty, (which 
he had hitherto kept private, and had eſcap'd 
the Judgment of the Populace,) and hang d it 
up in Publick, cloſe by the other, with this In- 


2 at the Bottom; Hanc ego feci, iſtani 


I leave you, Bicthren, to make the 


ad, It is an eaſy thing to find Fault 
with This and That; or to ſay ſuch and ſüch 
a thing might have been better done 
- Or contrived, but not ſo caſſe a matter to find 
aà better in its ſtead; and indeed, it is mo- 
rally impoſſible as Human Nature is cqn- 
ſtituted, to do any thing 1o well, as to pleate 
every Humeriſt ; and therefore if you ſhould 
be able at any time, (which God forbid) to 
deſtroy the Frame of our Conſtitution, (which 


Ihope, is not your Intention or Deſire to do,) 


yet then, it will be impoſſible for you to a- 


gree upon any other, to pleaſe all the feſt of 


the Sectaries, that differ from you. Upon 


this account, it is ſafer both for your ſelves and 


for them, and for us all, to be content ith 
bur pre ent Eſtabli chen 
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vou know too well to be told how liberal the 
E of our Age, ate in their Invectiues 
againſt all the Miniſters of Religion, of what 
Denomination ſoever; with What Induſtry 
they endea v our to divide us, and to widen dur 
Breaches? Sometimes indeed, they pretend to 
take to a Patty, and to eſpouſe! the Cauſe of this 
or that particular Seti: But ir is, that they maß 
wound Chriſtianity the deeper, under the Mask 

f Religion. How much then does it con- 

cern all Miniſters, to unite agditift the Com- 
mon Enemy? For allthis ſpite isnot ſo 8 | 
| againſt you, Or us,. 25 againſtour Function and 
Religion. Now; weall profeſs, dür ſelves Foy 

the Servants of the ſame Lord, and Miners 

| of, the ſame gy * mall we be divided 3 


FER A. 


cCkacle, yea, What Apology. of Atheiſnt Ind 
| Prophanefs, doth it afford, to ' behold the Mi. 
ders of | his s Religio 'moubting the g 
ge, as1o; Many 2 to wound ind 
. murder. One another' * Leporetton, for "the 
6 Dion of 5 f the. Frorner, and the cum of - 
Tt at Man therefore Who can find | 
| In bis 77 cither by. Word or Writing, to. 
vilifle and ridicule” his. Fellow: Labourer, 18 
| filſe to his Saviour and to his Trüſt, and Keks ; 


and Bae © one 1 What a e Be 


$f 2 


$52 % 


ebe lntereſt, and the Satisfactim "of 
| | D his 
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his Luſt and Ambition. Such a one is inthe 
gall of Bitterneſs, he is blind, and knows no- 
thing. For, he, whoſe Heart is thus lifted 
up * his Brethren, where is his Charity to 
his Maſter? where is his love to our common 
Chriſtianity? And this 1 thought the more 
neceſſary and proper to mention Here, be- 


cauſe the Pride, and Envy, the Emulation, I 


and Contention between Eccleſiaſticks, or 
Spiritual Perſons in the Church of Corinth, 
is an occaſion to St. Pauls Deſcription" "of 
harity, which is the ſubject Matter of this 
Treatiſe. They therefore, who will approve 
themſelves faithful Stewards of the Myſteries 


of Chriſt, muſt unfcignedly Love and Pray 


for one another; they muſt heartily wiſh,and 


Pray, that the Work of the Lordmayproſper 


in their reſpetitue Hands: They muſt notlook 


upon one another as Common Enemies, who 


have different Views, or. Intereſts to purſue; 


but as Brethren Partakers of the ſame Hea- 
venly Calling, and Co-workers together for 


the good of Souls: Muſt rejoyce in one ano- 
chers Happineſs, and Succeſſes, Graces, and 
- Abilities ; and wiſh that among the Miniſters 


of Chriſt Jeſus, they themſelves were the mean- 


e. Now this I ſay, is the Duty of all thoſe one 
towards another, who are lawfully called of 
God, to be his Miniſters, as was Aaron. This 
s to have true Chriſtian Charity, this, to be 
the ee of our 1 Saviour; and this 
5 . Unity 


N 
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Unity in Alki, is the way to bring us 


all 4 an Unity of Opinion. 
And now, beloved Brethren of the Laity, 


give me leave to beſpeak your Charity, eſpecial- : 
ly of thoſe amongſt you who are ſo apt to 
quarrel with your Religion, or ſo quick at 
ſpy ing Faults in your Miniſters. When you 
think your ſelves diſobliged, you preſently 
meditate Revenge, and will not tick to lay 
to their Charge; the moſt ſcandalous things 
that your Malice or Spleen can invent: And 


conſider not what diſhonour you reflect upon 


your Religion by theſe Practices, or that vou 
wound your Saviour himſelf, through the 
_ ſides of his Miniſters. Conſider they are but 
Mien, and but too like your ſelves perhaps 
in thoſe very things that you moſt diſlike them 
for. You, ſay, they are Coyctous, Lovers of 
25 Luxury, Eaſe and Pleaſure. But, I beſeech 


you conſider who are moſt Covetous; You,” 


Pho make no Conſcience of deftauding or 
over. reaching your Miniſters, - -- of your Mi- 
nmiſters who only ſeek to enjoy their own? 


And why will you charge them with eaſe 


- and Luxury, when, if they be ſtudious and 
reſervd, you deſpiſe them as much (you ſay) 
for their Pride and Singularity? Or why ſhould 


not your Charity rather incline you to put the 


To beſt Conſtructions whether upon their Fami. 
Huarity, or Retirement: and that as the one 


: e from a 552 of Promoting Peace 
| 2 


and, 


4 
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and pteſerving a good Underſtanding between 


you and your Miniſter, that his Doctrine may 
be the better reliſh'd; ſo his ſtudiouſneſs is 
the Effect rather of his Piety and fot the avoid- 
ing of Scandal, than of any moroſe Humour, 


or ſiniſter Affectation. Search then, Brethren, 
and examine your own Hearts, and there ſee 


whether your Contempt of your Miniſters, 
does not rather proceed from your Love of 
this World, or of your Luſts, becauſe you hate 
to be reformed, or cannot bear to be diſturb: 
cd inthe Poſſeſſion. of your ill gotten Wealth, 
or in tlie Enjoyment of Your. unlawful and 
ſinful Pleaſures 

The Apoltles themſelyes, tough cb 4 
with ſüpernatural Grace, were not withour 
their particular Failings; and but twelve in 
Number, and yet one of them was a Devil: 1 
Can you then wonder, there ſhould be any 


'J irregular Miniſters, in ſo gre: cat a Body? Ot 
think it no injuſtice to lay to all the Clergy, the 


Faults of a few of them? Now, conſidering | 
that the Miniſters of Religionare of the fame. 
Nature with your ſelves, why, ſhould you not 


rather wonder, that they are not a great deal 


worſe than they are? Or that the vicious part 
of them are not much more numerous, con- 
ſidering the many Temptations and ſnares laid 2 


every Day in their way? 1885 


A great many of you pry into their infir- 
mities and watch their Conduct and Behavi- 
Our; 


PREFACE xxxvii 
our; not out of Zeal for Gods onour, or Re- 
ligion; but to get a Reſerve of Accuſations 
againſt a Rainy Day, preſuming, that they will 
be then afraid to proſecute you for your Fraud 
and Injuſtice, When you have ſo many Ar- 
ticles; to exhibit againſt them. But theſe 
Artifices will fail you, when your Hypocriſy 
ſhall be unmas K d and detected, and no People 
ſhall be expos d to more Shame and contempt, 
than your ſelves, when God comes to make the 
diſcovery. In the Mean Time, learn from the 
Example of the great Conſtantine, the firſt 
__ -Chriſtian Emperor, to have more Charity for 


your. Miniſters, Who declar d to have had fo 


great a Veneratiqn for their Orden, and fo 
Fgrcat a Concern for their good Name and 
© Reputation, that if he ſhould ſee any one 
pof them in the Commiſſion of the moſt Scan- 
dalons Sin, he vu ſooner cover his ſhame 
with his own Purple or Imperial Robes, than 
to expoſe him to Contempt and Ridicule. 
| But, if your Teachers are good, and honeſt, 
and religious for the generality if like: Moſes 
and Joſbua, they can appeal to your Con- 
© Fences, and ſay; whoſe /Qx or A/ have we 
em have we at any Time wilful- 
ly defrauded or over-· reach d! Then: teſtifie a- 
gainſt them, this Day and hereafter; but nei- 
ther diſdain, nor deſpiſe, nor reproach 
them for their involuntary Failings or Mi- 
| Rakes. Humanum eſt Errare. And where: 
i * 5 * 
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is that Saint, or who 3 is that Man that can fay, 
| Tom clean and free dom din? 
Laſtly, Conſider that your Miniſters Exceſs 
of Charity is but too frequently the Cauſe of 
his Fall; he thinks you have no evil Deſign 


upon him, when perhaps, like wicked Ham, 


you are endeavouring to rob him of his In- 
nocency, that you may uncover his Nakedneſs 
and then accuſe him of Folly and excels. Your 
wicked "Intentions his Charizy will not 
ſuffer him to ſuſpect, and when unwarily 
he happens thus to Stumble over thoſe 
Blocks which ye yourſelves have laid in his 
Way, What Voluptuouſneſs is here, what 
rich Game do you make! How Triumphant- 
- ly do you ſet up our Banners for Tokens f 
Victorh, as if you had gaind the moſt inva- 
luable Treaſure, or conquer d the greateſt E- 
nemy you had in the World? Now is this your 
grateful return for all their Works and La- 
Sour of Love amongſt you? Is this your Way 
of Qbeying themwho have the Rule over * c 
and e e ? this the Method 
Hou N Love, for . 
Works Lake? 2 3 moſt ho- 
nourable of all others, ſo is it the moſt Be- 
neficial in its Effects. For what Work can beſo 
acceptable to God, or fo. advantageous to the 
World; as the Reforming Mens | Manners, 
Fanz them UN? We vicious Courſes; 
5 73 e 
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Teaching them how to behave themſelves 
towards God and one anothor i in their ſeveral - 
Stations of Life: Inſtructing them in the Know · 
ledge and Fear of God; in the great Duties of 


Juſtice and Charity, Peace and Unity, w /ithout 
which the World would not be a fate Pl acc If 


CEP 


it nothing to put Meal in the way to be hap- | 
Py in this World, and in the next; and to 
preſerve Mens Bodies and Souls from preſent 
Miſery, and future Damnation ? And yetall 
this and a great deal more, is. owing to the 
Labours and Watchfulneſs of the Parochial- 
Clergy, and Miniſters of Religion, if we had 
room to enlarge upon this Head. =» 
Baut it is Time now, to make ſome Apology 
las is uſual) for the Defects and Imperfection of a 
Diſcourſe, which 1 fear Will not be very ac- 
ceptable to thoſe of contrary Perfwaſions: or 
to thoſe who like nothing, but the Product 
of their own Conceptions, And all that I ſay 
for my ſelf is, that 1 cannot be more con- 
temptible, in any Man's Opinion, 1 thanlamin 
my own zthat I have wrote the Truth accord- 
ing to the beſt of my Underſtanding, without the 
leaſtDeſign of offending thoſe who differ from 
me whom have treated with all the Tender- 
neſs and Charity that one Chriſtian ought to 
ſhew towards another. It were a piece of Vani- 
ty in an Age of ſo nice a Taſte, and ſo little 
Charity, to expect to reſcue a Diſcourſe from 
15 4 Slander 


Slander which hath nothing to recommend it, 
but Honeſty and plain Dealing: For 1lay no, 
claim to Infallibilitiy or Perfection, Learning 
or Eloquence. nd I'm well aſſur d, tha 
if T were never ſo compleat a, Writer, an 
wou'd ſeek to pleaſe ' cyery, Humouriſt, J 


* 


ſhould ſooner Joſe my Friends, than con; 
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giving no where een calld A 
the Name of Charity; 5 and why. 


55 Nr. Paul in nis Deſcription of Cha- 


BF "<4 13 ſuppoſeth, that a Man may 
SIC Ne 


* 
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=. bc an Orthodox Chriſtian, or a 
as  truc'Belicyer, and have Courage 
— — — enough to die for the Fuith, 
and yet, finally Periſh, for want of Charity; 
therefore An Agreement in Dottrinb. with. 
dee Primitrue-C hurch, is no Certain Infallible . 
Note of a True Church. The ſame Apoſtle 
Raw ly OP of — Who On Righteouſ- 


Sos nels, 


(2 


ne and lead Moral "Ba under the 1 
of Nature. Rom. 2. 14. And therefore, nei- 
ther can Sanctity of Life, be any certain 
Note of a True Church. Theſe Notes then, are 
only ſome of thoſe Properties or Branches 
of Charity, whereby it is known as a Tree 
is by its Fruits. Charity is a Chain, or a 
Complication of all Chriſtian Virtues z and 
in the Scripture Notion. thereof, Principally 
ſignifies an ardent Love of God, and ofone 
another for his ſake. In ſhort, Charity is every 
thing that is good and lovely and praiſe-wor- 
thy, as appears from 1 Cor. 1 3. which, for the 
fake of Vulgar Underſtandings, I beg leave 
to explain. 
8 Charity faith the Apoſtle, ſuffereth long. 
and is Kind; Charity Envieth not, Charity 
vaunteth not it ſelf, is not puffed up; i. e. 
Charity will cauſe us to bear with one ano- 
ther's Errors, or Infirmities, and will not ſuf- 
fer us to fly out into Paſſion, Rage, or Re- 
venge; but on the contrary, Charity inclines 
_ us to be Kind, and Courteous to all Perſons, 
buocv diſtant ſoever in Opinions and Tem- 
pers from us. Charity Envieth not, i. e. 
the Gifts or Abilities z the Means, or _ 
Ferment of others. But on the con 
Charity vaunteth not it ſelf,is not puffed 473 8 
i. e. it will not permit us, to deſpiſe others, 
and over value our ſelves, nor to be infatuated” | 
* a Conceit of * Illumination or 
| 2 
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Knowledge, which makes us * ſo much 


upon our own Infallibiliry ; but rather to 


miſtruſt our own Reaſoning, and Merits; 
and to think, that other Chriſtians may be as 
wiſe, or better than our ſelves, 1 Cor. 13. 3 4. 
Hence Charity is ſaid not to behave it ſe 
unſeemly, i. e. towards our Brethren or fellow- 


Chriſtians; or ſuffer us to look upon Men of 
meaner Circumſtances, or Capacities, with 


Diſdain or Contempt: Or to think it below 
us, to ſtoop to the meaneſt Offices, forthe pro- 
moting their Welfare and Happineſs: But on 


the contrary, Charity ſeeketh not her own, i. e. 
it ſeeks the Intereſt and Credit, the well Be- 


ing, and Proſperity, of other Perſons, às well 


az⁊ãs of our ſelves, and upon this Acount, tlie 


Apoſtle fays, that Charity is not eaſily prove- 


Led; thinleth no Evil i. e; the Charitable 
Man is not ſoon provok d by any ill Uſige, 


to return the Injury, and to hurt his Brother; 


but rather thinks, that his Treſpaſſes, or Er- 
-rors, may be the Effects of Surprize an 


Tenorance than of Malice or Obſtinacy. Hence, 
the Apoſtle alſo infers, that Charity rejoyceth 
not in Iniquity, v. 6. that is, he who has true 
Charity for his Brother, does not take ar 
ſecret Pleaſure in hearing or telling any Ev 
done to, or by him; much leſs to mak it his 


| Buſineſs or Practice to hunt after any cvil 


Stories, to blaſt his Reputation in the World: 
But on the contrary, Charity rcjoyceth i in the 
Truth, 


1 


Truth, i i. e. it 8 to ſee all Men 30183 
that which is Lauful and Right, and living 


up to the Laws of the Goſpel, and promot- 
ing the Peace and Happineſs of one another, 
in their ſeveral Stations and Capacities. Cha- 

rity, continues the Apoſtle, beareth all things; 


believeth all things, hopeth all things, endu- 


reth all things, \ i. e. Charity enables us to paſs 


by, or put up the Provocations we meet with, 


or the Injuries we receive from others, and 


inclines us (for the Love of Chriſt Jeſus) to 


Mercy and Forbearance, and to forgive one 
another our Treſpaſſes, though never ſo many, 
or ſo gricyous to bear. Charity believerh all 


things, L651 inclines us always: to. bclieve 
the beſt, and to ſuſpect no evil Deſigns, when 
we have no ſufficient grounds, to the contra- 
ry, but rather makes us averſe to hear, or to 
report any malicious Stories of our Brethren: 


Charity; hopeth all things, i. e. all the beſt 


of Mens. Actions, or Intentions: Or that their 
Errors or Sins, are not the Effects of their 


Choice, or Preſumption; or if they be, to 
hope, that God will in his own time, ſoften 
and melt their Hearts, and give them the 
Grace of Repentance and Amendment. Cha- 
rity endureth all things; that is 
Firſt, As it ſignifies an, Ardent or Intenſe | 
| Love of God, Charity. enables us to endure 

te W W rs or ben 


tions, 
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tions, for his Religion's ſake, ite he thinks 
fit at any time to call us to. And 

Secondly, As it Imports the Love of one 
another; Charity Inſpires us with Meekneſs, 
and Forbearance, enables us to tolerate erro- 

neous Perſons, or to endure all Wrongs and 
Injuries with the greateſt freedom, from An- 
ger or Revenge; or with that Chriſtian Tem-. 
per and Prudence, as are conſiſtent with our 
own Safety, or our Brethren's Happineſs. 

Now, the laſt and the greateſt Property of 
Charity, is, that ir never faileth, i. e. when our 
Faith andHope ſhall end with this mortal Life, 
Charity, or but Love of God, and of one 
another will follow us to Heaven, and never 
leave us to all Eternity. As for all other ſpi- 

ritual Gifts or Chriſtian Virtues, ſuch as 
- Tongues, Prophecies, Miracles; Confeſſion 
of Sin, Faſting, Prayer, Alms-giving, ec. they 
ſhall all ceaſe, or vaniſh away with this Life. 
Yea Faith and Hope too, the other Theological 
Graces : And the Reaſon is plain becauſe 
when we come to Heaven, we ſlrall have 
no need of our Faith, becauſe we ſhall 
| then enjoy the End of it. There we ſhall 
ſee him, and enjoy his Promiſes, which 
now we believe only afar off, or as the Apo- 
ſtle ſpeaks here, through a Glaſs darkly. We 
| ſhall have no need of { our Hope, becauſe we 
' ſhall then enjoy the Object; for that which 
We are in Polleſſion of, why do we yet * 
| or. 
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We ſhall have no fetd to pray for 
— of Sins; the Remiſſion Whereof 


muſt firſt be obtain d before our Admiſſion 


into Heaven. We ſhall have no need to pray 


for Grace to overcome our Sin, becauſe we 


ſhall never after be ſubject to it; nor in ſhort, 


for the Practice of any Chriſtian Duties, but 


this, of Charity, which is to be the chief 


Ingredient of, or rather the ſole Foundation of 
our future Happineſs. For in Heaven, we 
ſhall have nothing elſe to do, but to admire 


and to love; nothing but to love and praiſe 
the Greatneſs and Goodneſs of our Saviour, 
and to rejoyce in one another's Joy and Hap- 


pineſs. Nothing more to do but to love God 


and one another, and with united Voices and 


Alffections to magniſie his Name for ever. 


Now, from this Deſcription of its Proper- 
ties, it plainly appears, that Charzty in the 
moſt Chriſtian Senſe, or Scripture Notion 
thereof, ſignifics a mild, forgiving, peacea- 
ble Temper of Mind; or ſuch a Diſpoſition 


of Soul, as is free from all thoſe turbulent 
Paſſions, ſuch as Hatred, Envy, Malice, or 
Revenge · It Imports a Mind full of Love 


and good will to all Mankind, but more eſ- 
am a Charitable Opinion, and merciful 
reatment of Erroncous Chriſtians, Profeſ- 


ſors of the ſame Faith, and Diſciples of the 


fame Saviour. Charity in this cxalted Senſe, 
e Which our Lord calls his New Com- 
man dment; ; 


(7 
maendment ; and his Apoſtle, the Royal 
Law, to diſtinguiſh Chriſtians from all 
the reſt of the World, or Believers in Jeſus 
from Jews and Mahometans. For, hereby 
faith ts Author, . ſhall all Men know, that 
Je are my Diſciples, if ye love one another. 
But are not the Diſciples of Moſes and Ma- 
homet, and other Lawgivers taught to love one 
another, as well as Chriſtians? And how then 
can this be a new Commandment 2 I anſwer, 
that Fews and Mahometaus are not taught 
it in the fame Degree or Perfection that we 
Chriſtians are. For we are bound not only 
to be Patient, and long Suffering towards all 


1 Men, but alſo to forgive, and to pray forthe 
| forgiveneſs even of our Perſecutors. We muſt | 
neither compel Men to embrace our Religion, 

8 by force; much leſs, hate and perſecute, damn 

. and deſtroy one another, under the Notion of 

a Schiſmaticks, or Hereticks. Now, that he, who 

A has true and fervent Charity, or he who en- 
5 tertains no uncharitable Thoughts or Suſpici- 

„ ons of other Mens Opinions or Failings (if 

r he has the other Properties of Charity) is 
"IP _ _ only a true Chriſtian, St. Jahn teſtifies: Here- 
C by, faith he, know. we, that we are in him, 
5 and he in us, becauſe he hath given us of his 
E. 8 Spirit, L John 4. 12. what the Apoſtle Means, 
FT by the Spirit of God, may be gathered from 
4 the preceding Verſe, where to love one ano- 
E : Rt is faid to be the Cauſe of Gods dwel- 
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ling in us, by his Spirit of Love; and Gods 
Love is ſaid to be perfeftedin us, by our lov- 
ing one another. That is, as St. 7ohn further 
: explains himſelf, v. 17. ſuch a gracious diſ- 
poſition of Sout is moſt exactly agreeable to 
our Saviours New Commandment, and to 
hisDivine Nature, he having firſt loved us, and 
ſtill continuing this his Philanthropy, when 
there'is nothing i in us to deſerve his Love: Now 
the great fr eedom ofour Lords Love and For- 
bearance towards. us, is the Principal. Motive 
which the Holy Ghoſt makes uſe of, to per- 
ſuadę us to the Practiee of the fame Love and 
forbearance towards one another. Forzif" whilſt 
dee were Enemies to him, both by Opinion 
and Practice, Chriſt, died for us, wet ought alſo, 
aith the Apoſtle, to receive one ' another, as 
be hath received us to. the Glory, 7 the Fa: 

ther, Rom. . 0 3 8 

The Sum of all in thor, is this; A Church 
is a Body of Chriſtians; a Company, or a Con- 
gregation of the Faithful. But Believers and 
true Believers are two diſtinct Ideas of aChurch; 
and hence We call it, the viſible, or Inviſible 
Church. Now all Chriſtians throughout the 
World who ate Baptiz d into the Holy Trini- 
ty, make up the viſible Church, and is ſo 
call d, from all thoſe outward, viſible Signs, 
or Actions, ſuch as the Publick Adminiſtrati- 
on of the Sacraments, the Preaching of the 
Word, * the like. Now of a Church un- 
derſtood 


ay + 
derſtood in this* Senſe, there are as many 
Notes as there are Articles of Faith, and Re- 
ligious Ordinances: And yet St. Paul doch 
in Effect, declare, that a Church with all 
[theſe Notes, may be a Corrupt Church, for 
want of Charity. For this, faith he, ren- , 
ders all our Faith, all our Knowledge, and 
all our Good Works as nothing worth. 1 Cor. 

13. 2, 3, 4. Hence then, it muſt unavoida- 
bly follow, that Charity, 16 the only Certain, 
Infallible Note F a True Church. The Caſe 
in ſhort is this. Charity, as it is a Com- 
pound of all the moſt acceptable Parts of Reli- 
gion, doth preſuppoſe a Religions diſpoſition 
of Soul ready to believe and to do what 
God requires in his Holy Word : When there- 
fore Piety towards God; and Faith towards our 
Lord Jeſus, are join d with theLove of one ano- 
ther, and Forbearance towards our weak, erro- 
neous, or offending Brethren, then Charity, in 9 
mis complicated Senſe, makes us compleat | = 
Chriſtians, and' true Diſciples of the Bleſſed 3 
3 and conſequently muſt needs be a Cer- 
tain, Infallible Note of a True Church. | 
Having thus I hope made good the Title 
P25 and explain d the Scripture Notion of _ 
Charity, I proceed to ſhew, how the Lovre M8 
of God and of our Brethren, come both —_ 
to be comprckended under this Title, as they if 
are every where throughout the New Teſta- 
ment, where the Word is expreſſed. Now. 
the Reafon is, becauſe the Love of God is the 
Foundation of our Love to and Forbearance 
* of, 
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of one another. There muſt be a Religious 
Intention in all Acts of Beneficence and 
Mercy, to render them acceptable to God, 
or to givethem the Title of Chriſtjan or Cha- 
ritable. Hence it is, that the Love of our 
Brother,* * which is the Effect, comes to be 
.call'd by the Name of Charity, becauſe it 
ſhould proceed from the Love of God, which 
is the Cauſe... This, in ſhort, was the Rea- 
ſon, why the Apoſtles in all their Epiſtles 
_ madeUſeoftheWord ayamtoſigntfy both the 
Cauſe and the Effect, and therefore ourTran- 
ſlators have render it, ſometimes Loue and 
ſometimes Charity, but no where to ſig- 
nify Alms: giuing, the common Sen le, which 
the Word Charity now bears. 
Now as one Error ſeldom comes auen 
but begets more; and it being ſaid of Cha- 
rity, that it never faileth, that it covers a 
Multitude of Sins; and Charity hereandelſe- 
where in the New Teſtament being taken for 
Alms-grumg,this Miſtake hath-produc'd ano- 
| ther, more fatal tothe Welfare of Men's Souls, 
- viz, Io believe that Ams giving is therefore 
meritorious. Hence Men of the moſt pro- 
fligate Lives, of the fierceſt and moſt unna- 
tural Tempers, are made to believe (I x now 
not how) that if they give away a great deal, 
or moſt of their Subſtance in Alms, they 
ſhall be ſure to go to Heaven, notwithſtand- 
ing their Debaucheries and Cruelties. and 
therefore, i in order to undeceive Ignorant and 
Ig EOS: | I Will endeavour to give 
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here the true Senſe of every particular Text 


in the New Teſtament, where the Word 
Charity occurs. b 


The moſt ictoarkable; is that of St. Nn | 


Charity covereth a Multitude of Sins. 
That Charſty here ſignifies not Alms giving, 
appears partly from theſe immediate pre- 


ceding Words) but above all thing haue 
fervent Charity among your ſelves,) and part- 


ly from the ſubſequent Verſe; for the Ad- 


jective &xatvyns frequent in the formet part of 


the 9 „is no where in Scripture, | that I 


can find, join d to zAznugourn, Alms-grumg, 


as it is here to «yam, Charity, and therefore 


it is moſt reaſonable to conclude, that the 
Apoſtle in theſe Words enjoins Chriſtians to 
have fervent Love among themſelves; that 
is, a Love that is unfeigned, ſincere and con- 
ſtant: For this Senſe the Word exmvis bears 


elſewhere, as appears from Acts xii 5. where 


it is ſaid of St, Feuer in Prison, ar Wegmuyy- 


5 Jr Gum); rip avts 2. e. fervent, conſtant, 


or - continual; Prayers were made by the 
Church for his Safety and Deliverance. So 


to Pray &mvos; is; to Pray with Vehemency 
and Earneſtneſs. 22. 44. | 


If it be objected that &amrs may! be render d 
continual or univerſal as well as frequent, and 


therefore that the Apoſtle's Meaning might be, 


_ Give Alms continually, or be always ready | 
to beſtow your Charity, as Occaſion - ſhall 


require; I anſwer, that Greig cannot admit 
of this Senſe here, begauſe the Poor have it 
„„ not 
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not in their Power to give Alms; much leſs | 
to give Alms always: but the Poor may, and 
are therefore requird to Pray always, and to 
Love continually, and yet the Apoſtle here 
enjoins both Rich and Poor indiſcriminately, 
to have fervent Charity among themſelves, 
or to love one another in Sincerity; and then 
his Reaſon is juſt, and Inference concluſive 
in theſe Words, for Charity, or that fervent 
Love he had been exhorting them to, will 
cover a Multitude of Sins: i. e. Charity 
would reconcile all Differences amongſt 
them, incline them to Patience and Forbear- 
ance, and paſs by a multitude of Faults and 
Provocations, here ex preſs, by a Multitude 
M Sins. 5 
That St. Peter is to be underſtood in this 
_ Senſe, appears farther from this Conſiderati- 
on, v. Becauſe in every Verſe from the 
Seventh to the Twelfth of this Chapter in- 
_ cluſively, the Apoſtle paſſeth from one Duty 
to. another, and there being a Period at the 
* end of every Verſe, it is plain, that of theſe 
five Verſes, not one have any Coherence 
with, orDeper:danceupon any other. Whence 
I infer, that Alms-giving being more proper- 
ly included under the Word Hoſpitality, 
Verſe the oth, cannot be therefore meant 
by the Word Charity, Verſe the 8th. | 
It may be further obſerved, that had the 
Apoſtle by ayam here meant an Alms, in 
all Probability he would have ſaid, have fer- 
vent — not towards one another, or 
\ among 


GR). 
amongyour Selves,but towards your Poor. He 
would not have ſaid ; «5 #avres, but eis mays: 
Beſides he would have ſaid, have fervent 
Sen have fervent Alms, not fervent 
Charity, (and then how ſtrange muſt haye 
been the Expreſſion) ſo that in my Opinion, 
theſe, Words without a forced and unnatural 
Conſtruction cannot poſſibly bear the Senſe 
that has been often put upon them, even 
by the beſt of our Divines. 

(Charity where it is recommended in the 
following Texts bears the very ſame Senſe 
that it docs in the 13th of the 1ſt Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians; as in 1 Cor. xiv. 1. 10. 
in 1 Cor. xvi. 14. Let all your Things be 
done withCharity. i. e. Do every thing with 
Meekneſs, Patience, and Peace, and to the 
Welfare and Edification of one another; 
bearing with one anothers Errors; weakneſs 
in Judgment, or failings in Practice: And the 
neglecting to do theſe Things, and the 
contrary, living in Strife and Debate, Hatred 
and Animoſities, is deſcrib'd to be the Works 
of the Fleſh, and a walking not according. f 
70 Charity. Rom. 14. 15. 

Now this Charity being the Bond of. 
Peyfectneſs, as the Apoſtle teſtifies. Hethere- 
fore commands us above 4l things to put on 
Charity Col. iii. 14. The Motive to which, 
Duty he lays down at Verſe 11. where he 
tells us, that ſince God had made no Diſtin· 
ction now, beween Few, or Greeb, Circumm. 
cifu , or Uncircumcifio, Barbarian, Sey. 

Ez E 3 |  Thian, 
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 thian, Bond or Free; but had received all 
equally tothe Privileges of the Goſpel; there- 
fore, ſays he, put on as the Elect of God, 
or Perſons thus choſen to be the Members 
of his Myſtical Body, the Church, Holy and 
Beloved, Bowels of Mercy, Kindneſs, hum- 
. blene(s of Mind, Meekneſs, long- Suffering; 
Forbearing one another, if any Man have a 
| Ruarr#l againſt any other, even as is Core 
forgeve yeu, ſo ao ye. 

The ſame Apoſtle 1. Theſe : 3. 6. com- 
mends the Thefſa;ontans' for this their Cha- 
rity, and declares, that he rejoyced over them, 

becauſe of the good Tiaings he had reccivd 
by Timothy,of their Faith and Charity; and 
what he means by this Charity, he cxplains 
in the following Words, v:z. Becauſe they 
had had ſo good an Opinion of his Zealand 
Sincerity, and Love towards them, as to have 
ſo kind a Remembrance of him, when ab- 
ſent from them, and becauſe they had de- 
ſird greatly to ſee him; and that his, 
their Reſpectful and Charitable Behaviour 
towards him, tho no more than their Duty, 
had yet been Matter and Ground of great 
Comfort to him, in his. Aſlictions 8 Lal 
ſes.So-2T heſ: r.3.he declares, f hat he thought 
_ himſelf. bound in Duty, tothank God always 
for them, becauſe of the I. nereaſe of their 
Faith, that the Charity of every one of them 
had ſo abounded towards each other. Where 
obſcrve, that we are to underſtand, not only 
RE Love they had for one another, but chicfly 
* 
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the prevailing Love of God, which had ſo 
Inſpird and provok'd them to the Practice of 
the former: For which Cauſe, as it follows 
in the next Verſe, He gloried or boaſted of 
them in other Churches, for their Patience 
and Faith under Perſecutions and Tribulations, 
which they had endured for the 84 6 ſpel ſake, 
or the Love of Chriſt, which had ſo con- 
Sframed them. Again, St. Paul, calls Cha. 
rity, the End of the Commandment; that is, 
either the End or Purport of our Saviours 
New Commandment to his Followers, lou. 
ing one another, or the End and Deſign of the 


Chriſtian Inſtitution ; becauſe, that under the 
d | Goſpel State, neither Circumciſion nor Un- 
'S circumciſion, or the being of this or that Per- 
y | ſuaſion, will avail us any thing without Cha- 
d rity, out of a pure Haare, and a good Con- 
E ſciencè and Faith unfeigned. Hence the Apo- 
* ſtle ſo often inculcates this Duty upon Timo- 
. thy, preſſing him to continue in Charity, 1 Tim. 
5 2. 15. to be an Example of it to others 1 Tim. 
r 4. 12. Exhorting him to follow Righteouſneſs 
7 and Charity, &c. 2 Tim. 2. 22. from his own 
t Example; and yet we know, the Apoſtle 
2 was ſo far from being able to give Alms; that 
f he had been oblig'd to labour with his own 
8 Hands, for a Subſiſtance; fo incapable of 
7 relieving others, that no Man had more Ne- 


2 ceſſities to be relieved then himſelf. 
© In his Epiſtle to Titus, the Apoſtle com- 

y mands the Aged to be ſober, grave, tempe- - 
F 1 rate, ſand. in * Faith, in Charlty, and 
© | Patience 


0 
Patience: Where it is Evident, that the being 
ſound in Charity, is, to have an Affectionate 
good Will towards all Men; to have a real and 
hearty Concern for their Welfare and Happi- 
neſs, oth Temporal and Eternal; to have a rea- 
dinels to forgive all Injuries; and to perform 
all thoſe Offices of ſtrict Juſtice, Kindneſs, 
and Mercy, which we our ſelves would ex- 
pect or deſire ſhould be ſhewed to us. In the 
Third of Johns Epiſtle General Gaius his Hoſ- 
pitality is indeed commended, and particularly 
ſpecificd, as an Act of Exemplary Charity. But 
Hoſpitality and Charity are two different 
things. Gaius was a Rich Man in Corinth, 
a Convert of St. Pauls whom he calls his Hoſt, 
and of the whole Church, Rom. 1 6. 23. So 
Hoſpitable a Man, that he not only receiv d St. 
Paul, but all other Migiſſers, and ChriſtianStran- 
gers that came to his Houſe. This is the ground 
of St. Jahns Commendation of him in his 
Third Epiſtle general, Verle 5. Beloved, ſays he, 
thou doft fit Hhfuliy, or like a ſincere Convert, 
or a good C hriſtian, what ſocver thou doſt to 
the Brethren, who come to Corinth; who have 
bornt#7tneſs of thy Charity before the Church, 
whom thou bring forward on their Jour- 
ney, after a Godly Sort, i. e. whom, if thou 
wilt enable to perform their Journey by thy 
wWonted Liberality, Thou ſpalt do ell; I ſay the 
Apoſtle doth here call the Hoſpitality of Gazus 
by the Name of Love, and not Alms- giving, 
becauſe Gaius himſelf, as well as St. Paul, 
knew thathis Hoſpitality was but a Duty, anda. 
— due to God for the 1 ofhis Goſpel, 
and 


: 
| 
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n 
and to his Servants, for the Comfort which 
he had recieved by their Miniſtry. And be. - 
cauſe he was not to look upon them as Va- 
grants, who came to beg Alms from Doorto 
Door, but ſuch as, by the good Providence 
of God, had been ſent to Impart to him of 
their ſpiritual good Things; therefore his Hoſ- 
pitality, civil Reception, and kind Entertain- 


ment of them, is ſtiłd his Charity, which 


comprehends all that love, Eſteem, and Re- 
ſpect, which he had ſhewed them for tticir Of. 
fice ſake: For, that the Perſons, whom Gaz- 
us had thus hoſpitably Entertain'd were Mi- 
niſters or ſpiritual Perſons, appears, 'partly 
from his calling them, emphatically the Bre- 
thren Verſe 5. Whereas he calls Gaius him- 
ſelf and the reſt of the Laics by the Name 


of Children, ver. 4. and partly, ver.6,7,8. 
where St. Vom commends him for his Cha- 
rity to the Miniſters of Chriſt, becauſe it was 


for his Name's fake that they went forth, 2. e. 
that they were ſent from Feruſalemto Preach 
the Goſpel among the Gentiles, taking no- 


thing of them. And to encourage him to 


continue this his Charity, he tells him ver. 8. 


wie ought therefore to receiue ſuch, that the 


Laity, who do not go about to propogate the 
Goſpel, might be fellow Hel pers to the Truth, 


by encouraging and helping thoſe that Preachit. 


In 2 Peter 1 7. We are commanded to add, 
To goalmefs brotherly kindneſs, to brotherly 
Hs Charity. Where again the Word 
Charity, occurs, which no where ſignifies | 
Alms-giving: The Apoſtle's Meaning is, that 
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we ſhould not only love thoſe of the fame 
| Religion, the ſame Socicty, or Nation, , 
for this is no more than brotherly Kindneſs; 
but we muſt ſhew our Charity to all Men, of 
what Religion, Opinion or Nation ſoever they 
bez for unleſs we have this unbounded Charity, 
with what Sincerity can we make Prayers, Sup- 
plications and give Thanks for all Men, as we 
are Commanded? Or, why are we ſo Com- 
manded, but becauſe God is the Father 
of us all; and becauſe we are all of the ſame 
Paſſions, Misfortunes and Neceſſities. 

The Apoſile Fude cautioning the Chriſti- 
fiians of his Time, againſt the Lewd and per- 
niciousDoctrines of the N icolaizans,tells them, 
that theſe Men were Spots in their Feaſts of 
Charity. Now. the end of theſe Feaſts; was, 
partly to preſerve them in the Unity of the 
Faith: And partly in the Bond of Peace and 
Eove. For which Reaſon they were called: 
Agape, Lovc-Fcaſts. And therefore by St. Jude 
ſtyld Feaſts of Charity, in the ſame Senſe, that 

the holy Kiſs, is call'd by St. Peter, the 
Kiſs of Charity (for to theſe. Afemblics or 
Love Feaſts is this Ceremony to be referred) 
becauſe in the Primitive Church, this Apoſto- 
lical Injunction was made a Teſt to prove the 
Sincerity of their Love to one another. For 
as the Betraying of our Lord, with the Signal 
of a Kiſs, was an aggravation of 7udas's hor- 
rid Treaſon ; ſo the Chriſtians greeting one 
another with this Ceremony, was not only a 
| * Deteſtation of that vile Treachery, but 


alſo 
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alſo an Indication of the Sincerity of their 
Love to one another, profets d by this Sym- 
bol of a Kiſs. It is not improbable, but the 
Primitive Chriſtians thought theſe Meetings 
a proper time to make Collections for the Re- 
lief of their Poor, eſpecially if theſe Agape s, 
or love Feaſts, were at any time held upon the 
Lords Day when the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper was always Celebrated. And this 


might be the Reaſon, why St. Paul both re- 


proves the hard- hearted Corinthians, for ſhut- | 
ing the Poor out of their love Feaſts, becauſe 


they were not able to Contribute in Propor- 
tion to the Rich, towards the Support of them, 
as alſo why he enjoyn d, that Collections ſhould 
be made for the POOr upon the Lords- day, as he 
had Qrdain' d in the e of Galatia, 
I Cor.16, 1. 

Laſtly, In Rev, Chap. 2. ver. 19. the Spi- 


rit commends the Charity of 7hyatira, one 


of the Seven Churches of the Proconſular 
Aſia; but by the very next Word, $\aygric, 
which follows, it is apparent, that Chariy 


here alſo, ſignifies the prevailing love of God 


which kept that Church ſteady in the Profeſ- 
ſion of the true Faith, under ſo many Temp- 
tations; only ſhe is charg'd with one blem- 
iſh, which Eclipsd all her former Courage, 


and Conſtancy, vig. her Communicating oc- 


caſionally with Idolaters in their Idol-worſhip, 
here expreſsd by the Doctrine of Fezabel, 
who drew the Iſraelites to Idolatry. That 
Chatity here is not put tor Alms giving, I 


« * 
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ſay, appears from the following Word, Her- 
W, Which ſhould: have beck render'd, Re- 
lieving or Adminiſtring to the Neceſſities of 
the Poor, this being thegenuine Senſe of the 
Word in other parallel Phces; as in Acts 11. 

ver. 29. where Haxgria, is the Relief, which 
the Church of Artzoch, ſent to the poor Chri- 

ſtians at Jeruſalem 1 in the great Dearth which 
happen d in the Reign of Claudius Ceſar. 

And when Barnabas and Saul, (by whom 
this Relief was ſent) had Depoſited it into the 
Hands of the Elders; this is ſaid to be a 
pre Try ,, a fulfilling of this 
their Miniſtry in the Chapter following Verſe 
25. or diſcharging the Truſt repoſed | in them 
by the Church of Antioch. 

Now, here, being ſo many e Du- 
ties, mentioned in the ſame Verſe; and Cha- 
rity being one of theſe Duties, and this a- 
911%, Or Miniſtring to the Relief of the Poor, 
being another. Hence! conclude, that Cha- 

rity therefore in this Text alſo bears the ſame 

Senſe that I have ſhew'd it to bear every 

where elſe, in the New Teſtament. 
Jo confirm the Senſe which I have put 

upon the Word Charity, in the afore· cited 
Paſſages, obſerve further, that what is diſtri- 
buted for the Relief of the Poor, is every 
where in Scripture calld eAcnugowwn, an 
Alms, not «yam Charity. Thus Tobit 7.7, 
give Alus of thy Goods, and never turn thy 
Face from any poor Man; and ther the Face 
of the Lord foal not be turned. away from 
zhee. N Thus, 
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Thus, to render what we give acceptable 


to God, our Saviour commands us, to take 


heed, that we do not our Alms before Men, 
that when we give Alms, we beſtow them 
in Secret, that our Father who ſeetht i in Se- 


cret, may reward us openly for them. 


Mat. 6. 1, 2, 3. ſo the Beggar, who fit at 


the Gate of the Temple, is ſaid not to have 
ask d the Charity, but the Alms of thoſe chat 
entred into it, Acts 3. 2, 3. 10. of Cornelius, 


it is ſaid, not that he gave much Charity, but 
much Alms to the People, Acts 10. 2. and 


this is the very Language of the Angel. that 
appear d to him, who told him, not that 1 


Charity, But his Alms were come up 


Memorial before God, wer. 31. St. Paul 11 


mentioning, the Na9r:z, or the relief which 


he and Barnabas had brought to the poor 
Chriſtians at Feruſalem, from their Brethren 


at Antioch, calls it not the Charity, but the 
Alms which he had brought to his Nation. 
Acts 24. 17. laſtly. of a liberal Woman, 


called Tabitha, or Dorcas, it is ſaid, not that 


ſhe was full of Charity, but of Aims deeds 
which ſhedid, AQs9. 36. 


Now, the Reaſon (as leonceive) why our 
Lord and his Apoſtles, would not give Aims 


the Title of Charity, was chiefly to thew, that 


the Poor were as much intereſted in the Duty 
of Charity, as the rich: Which they could 
not poſſibly be, if Alms and Charity be 
Words of the ſame fi ignification, But 


A 
* 


Secondly, 
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-Secondly, Another Reaſon was, to ſignifie, 


that Alms cannot properly deſerve the De- 
nomination. of Charity, unleſs it proceeds 
from Chriſtian Principles, or from the Love of 
God our Saviour, and of our neceſſitous Neigh- 
bours for his ſake. The Cries and Calamitics 


of the miſerable and afflited oftentimes 
move Compaſſion. in, and extort an Alms, 


(fo call d, quaſi ab sh) even from Athe- 
ifts and Reprobates. But Alms proceeding 
only from meer Sympathy ; or from Oſtenta- 
tion, vain Glory, or any other Carnal Motive, 


cannot poſſibly fall under the Notion of Cha- 


rity, becauſe Charity is a Complication of 
all Chriſtian Vertucs, which they who either 
deny Chriſt, or keep not his Commandments, 


cannot therefore poſſibly have. Let us Note 


further, that Charity is by the Apoſtle, declar d 
to be the chiefeſt of the three Theological Gra- 


ces, whereof whoſocver is deſtitute; cannot 


be ſaved; if therefore Alms-giving be the 


ſame with Charity the poor muſt be exclu- 


died out of the Common Salvation, becauſo 
they cannot give Alms; which is certainly 


to go about to ask t. But if by Charity we 


t Caſe of thoſe miſerable Poor who are fore d 


mean (as the Scripture. does) Zcal and Devo: : 
tion;a ſincere Love of God and of one ano- 


ther, Humility and Meekneſs, Patience and 


wy 


Forbearance, and every thing that is Lovely, 


Honeſt and Praiſe· worthy; then the Poor are as 


much concern d in theſe Fruits and Properties 


of 


8 > 

of Charity, as the rich, for though they cannot 
give an Alms, yet they can ſerve God, and 
love one another, they can give a Cup of cold 
Water, they can forbear to curſe, and learn 
to pray for the Forgiveneſs of thoſe who ſhut 
their Bowels of Compaſſion from them. They 
can ceaſe to Slander and to Backbite; to 
Swear and to Curſe, to Lye and to Steal, 
and in a Word, they can be as harmleſs an 


| peaccable, as Content and Patient, and in 


every reſpect as blameleſs as any other Chri- 
ſtians can or ought to be, and conſequent- 
ly, they may be, in the ſight of God, who 
trieth their Hearts, as Charitable as other Chri- 
ſtians; yea, more Charitable than they who 
give away all their goods to feed them; ſor 
this, St. Paul ſuppoſeth Men may do, and yet 
want Charity, 1 Cor. 13. 4. Charity then in 
the ſtricteſt Senſe, and Scripture Notion there- 
of, ſignifies the perfection of Chriſtian Love: 
ADevout, Zealous, Religious Temper of Mind: 
A forbearing tender and Compaſſionate Love, 
Or a love that inclines us toforbear one another: 

Is hope, and to believe the beſt of, and todo 
and to wiſh well to all Men, but more 


eſpecially to bear with the Errors and Infir- | 


mities, of our weak and miſtaken” Brethren, 
Hence, Charity is call'd the Bond of Perfect. 


nes, the Bondof Peace and of all Virtues. A 


Bond, becauſe it anites all true Chriſtians to 


| ane another in Affrmion, though not in Opi- 
nion. A Bond, becauſe it is the only Means, 


Which ha Saviour hath preſcripd to pteſeus 
os LO IM ; the 
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ths peace of his Church; and the only Remac- 
dy for the Cure of its Diviſions. = 

For Charity inclining all Chriſtians to 
hope well, and to believe the beſt of one 
another, muſt, for their own mutual Intereſt 
and Safety, engage them in an Enquiry after 
the Right way, in the midſt of ſo many 
Diverſities of Opinions; or, as the Apoſtle 


ſpeaks, to try all Things, aud hold faſt that 


which is good. And Humility being one 


Property of Charity, and conſiſting in a mean 


Opinion of our own Underſtanding and 


Merits, will make us ſwift to Hear and wil- 


40 Learn, and to examine the Weight 


of other Mens Arguments, and the Grounds 


of their Opinions. No Man therefore 


5 


can have true Charity, and at the ſame time 
pretend to infallibility or Perfection, to greater 


Sanctity or Illumination, than other Chriſti- 
ans; becauſe, they who lay claim to ſuch 


Privileges, to be conſiſtent with themſelves, 
muſt condemn all other Chriſtians who diff. 


fer from them; and therefore the Apoſtle 


oppoſeth Charity to theſe Pretenſions; for 


Knouledge (ſayth he) puffeth up, but Charity 


ealiſtet h. 1 Cor. viii. 1. Whence it clearly 


follows, that that Church, which has moſt 


Charity, is the beſt and pureſt Church: 
Which leads me to compare the Charity 


of the Church of E 


with the Chari- 
ty of thoſe Chriſtians attwihoſt us, who dif- 
ſent from her; which is to my the dr of 
ne next Chapter. F 0060 w 
CHAP 


Ta) 
CHAP. ll 


The Charity of the Church of England 
combar d with the Charity of | the 
Roman Catholicks, and other Diſ- 
ſenters. Her Charity to Erroneous 
Perſons. Perſecution upon the Account 
of Religion, contrary to the Doctrine 
and Practice of the Church of Eng- 
land. 


DHA all Diiſſenters from the 


r Church of England, who are 
RIF Baptized into the Faith of the 
Holy-Trinity, and hold the Fun- 
damentals of Chriſtianity, leading a Liſe 
ſuitable to their Belief, and conforming 
themſelves to the Laws of their Superi- 
ours, or ſubmitting to the Penalties there- 
of, in thoſe Caſes wherein their Conſci- 
ences cannot comply, ſhall undoubtedly 
be ſaved, (provided their Errors be not 
obſtinate and malicious) is the Charity 
and Doctrine of our Church. Hence we 
maintain the Illegality and Sinfulneſs of 
Perſecution, or that no Man, or Body of 
Men whatſoever, ſhould be deprived of 
Ont” oP their 
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their Liberties and Lives upon the Ac- 


count of their Errors; unleſs their Opini- 
ons be deſtructive of the Publick Peace 
and Tranquillity. Our Reaſon is, be- 
cauſe it is impoſſible to know whether 
Men be Erroneous in the Convictions 
of their own: Mind, or not: For there are 
Errors, which Men will not be accoun- 
table for, (ſuch as do not affect Magiſtracy 


or Governments) or elfe the greateſt Part 


of: the: Chriftian World are in a deplora- 
ble Caſe. Now theſe are ſuch Opinions, 


as Men imbibe with their Mother's Milk, 


or are bred up to from their Cradles, 
which therefore they cannot prevent, for 
want of proper means of Inſtruction; To 


doom therefore all ſuch to eternal Dam 


nation, who are ſo unhappy as to be horn 
and bred up in Ignorance, and could not 
 poſhbly believe otherwiſe than they do: 


Or to maintain, that all ſuch Chriſtians, 
zs are not Members of this, or that par- 
ticular Church or Communion, ſhall cer- 
tainly be damned, is not only exceedingly 
uncharitable to our Brethren, but highly 
injurious to the Saviour of the World. 
For this, in Effect, is the ſame thing as to 
maintain, that God has been, and is ſtil} 
wanting in Mercy and Goodneſs: to the 
greateſt part of Mankind, in that he has 
permitted, and ſtill continues to ſuffer, ſo 


) 
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many Millions of Chriſtians, in every 
Age, to periſh everlaſtingly, to whom he 
hath not, and doth not yet think fit to 
afford the neceſſary Means of Salvation: 
Beſides, were it Lawful to extirpate, or 
deſtroy erroneous Perſons, whether Here- 
ticks or Schiſmaticks; yet, unleſs, (as 1 
ſaid before) they are certainly known to 
be ſuch, in the Conviction of their own 
Minds, we cannot juſtifie any Severiry 
towards them, ſuppoſing them Peaceable, 
Obedieat, and Innocent in allother Re- 
ſpects. If it be objected, that Hereticks or 
| Schifmaticks may be as well known now, as 
they were in St. Paul's time, becauſe he de- 
ſcribes a Heretic to be one, who 13 ſub- 
verted from the true Faith; and there- 
fore commands Titas, after the firſt and 
ſecond Admonition, to reje& him, or caſt 
him out of the Church. I anſwer, a 
Heretic, known only by the Fruits of his 
Doctrines, may be proceeded Judicially 
againſt, and Excommunicated for his 
Contempt of the Laws; yea, and be 
Puniſh'd alſo with Death, if he continue | 
to diſturb the Peace of the State, con- 
trary to a known Law in force againſt - 
him. But then, I ſay, a Heretict mult 
be ſelf Condemned, and known to be ſo, 
by thoſe who are to paſs Sentence upon 
him, according to St. Paul's Notion of 4 
e F'2 Hieretick. 


Heretick. Now. he, who knows the Laws 
and Doctrines of his Superiors, or the 
Church, muſt be ſelf-condemned, if he 
break through theſe Laws, and broach new 
Doctrines, contrary to thoſe already eſta- 
bliſh*d, and then his Condemnation muſt 
be juſt, becauſe his Deſtruction is from 


himſelf. For God hath laid no neceſſity 


upon any Man to publiſh his private 
Opinions, to the diſturbance of the pub- 
lick Peace. On the contrary, God com- 


mands him if he hath Faith, i. e. if he 


be' of this, or that Opinion, contrary to 
all others, to have it, or to keep it to 
himſelf, before God, and not to offend 
others with it, Row. 14. 22. Now this 


was the Caſe of thoſe few Anabaptiſts, 


and others, who ſuffer'd in Queen Eliza- 


beth's Reign. For they ſuffer'd not for 


Conſcience fake, but for Preaching Trea- 
ſon and Sedition, and propagating ſuch 
Opinions as. tended to the Subverſion, of 


her Government: They ſuffer'd not for 


their private Opinions, but for their 
open avowing and abetting of Doctrines 
deſtruttive of Civil Government: Or they 
ſuffer'd not as Schij/maticks, (though they 


* 


were certainly ſuch at the ſame time) but 


they ſutfer'd, in ſhort, as Malefactors, and 

Rebels: And the truth is, that Princeſs 

mult have been wanting in Charity to 
VVV 
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herſelf, and to far the greater Num- 
ber of her Subjects, if ſhe had 7 
given up her Crown, or ſuffer'd herſelf 
to be dethron'd, by ſuch Conſcientious 
Conſpirators. For ſuppoſe they acted (as 
they pretended) in this Affair, upon a 
Principle of Conſcience; or as Emiſſaries 
of any Foreign Prince or Biſhop, thought 
themſelves oblig'd in Duty to him, whoſe 
Agents they were, to dethrone and, Mar- 
der their Sovereign; was her Parliament 
and Miniſtry oblig'd to be of the ſame 
Opinion? Yea, ſuppoſe ſhe had actually 
been an Uſurper, who were the moſt 
proper Judges of That, Private Perſons, 
or the Legiſlature? And will Men there- 
fore call that Perſecution, which is the 
juſt Reward of Treaſon? It is amazin 

to hear Men cry out Peri, HAR 


that Queen, when all the World knows, 


no Chriſtian Prince that ever wore a 


Crown, had more implacable and ſubtle 


Enemies to deal with, both at home and 
abroad, than ſhe had. As for that pir- 


ticular Caſe of her Siſter Mary, Queen of 


Scots, who knows not with what reluct- 
ance ſhe was at laſt prevaild upon toorder 


her Execution. For how was it poſſi- 


ble for a frail, weak Woman, to reſiſt the 
Importunities of the pretended Guardians 
of her Crown and Life? This indeed, in 


2+ 1 


6380 
* 1 ; 


my Opinion, was the greateſt Blemiſh of 


her Reign, and what I will not pretend 
to Juſtifie, though there want not thoſe 
who ſtrenuouſly argue in Extenuation of 
that ugly Sentence; but to infer from Par- 
ticulars to Generals, is neither Logick 


nor Juſtice: and thoſe Gentlemen, who juſti- 


ſie the Perſecuting of Hereticks, object Perſe. 


cution witha very ill Grace to Q. Elizabeth, 


who was fo fair as to give them timely 


Warning to provide for their own Safety, 
before any of them was hurt, except ſuch 


as were apprehended in actual Rebellion 
againſt her. But inſtead of quitting her 


Dominions, or flying to their Foreign 


Friends for Sanctuary, thoſe Gentlemen 
thought it more Meritorious to ſtay, and 


receive the Crown of Martyrdom, in 
their Religious Attempts to extirpate the 
Northern Hereſie: Which was certainly 


2 work of Super- errogation, and what God 


did not require at their Hands, if we may 


gueſs aright from our Lord's own Ad- 


vice to his Apoſtles, For when they were 
Commiſſion'd by him to go and Preach 
the Goſpel to all Nations (an Undertaking 
of greater Importance than the carrying 
on the Intereſt and Grandeur of the 
- Biſhop of Rome) if, inſtead of being kindly 
usd and. receiv'd, they were Perſecuted 
in any one City, he commanded them 


to 
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| to flee into another, Matt. 10. 23. Accord- 
ingly all the Apoſtles did, As 17, 10. 
Paul and Silas flee by Night from Theſſa- 
lonica to Berea, and from Damaſcus, from. 
Jeruſalem, & c. yea, St. Peter himfelf, who, 
when Claudius Commanded. all the Jews 
to depart from Rome, fled, according to 
Bellarmin's Conceit, to Judea, The 
5 apes then never run into Danger, 
when they could avoid it; but took all 
that prudent care to preſerve their Lives, 
that was conſiſtent with their Duty, and 
the Law of ſelf-defence. And if Men will 
be ſo deſperate and fool-hardy, as to ex- 
poſe themſelves to danger when they 
need not, or rather than they ſhould _ 
not gratifie their Ambition or Revenge, 
what Charity is it to humour them in 
their Extravagancies ; or if we do, what 
Charity can we expect from thoſe who 
have ſo little Charity for themſelves ? 
Io ſuffer therefore as Buſy-Bodies in other 
Mens matters, is to ſuffer, ſaith their own 
ſupreme Apoſtle, not as Saints or Mar- 
tyrs, but as Murderers, or Malefactors, 1 
J 3 
The Truth is, Conſcience was not at all 
concern d in the Caſe: For the Biſhop of 
Rome, and his Agents, found the Sheep of 
England to bear ſuch good Fleeces, that we 
have no Reaſon to wonder at their reſt- 
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Gentlemen, (againſt whom this Statute 


(49) 
leſs endeavours to bring us back to his 
Obedience, from which they ſay we had 
Schiſmatically. withdrawn our ſelves. But 
1 anſwer, that in ſhaking off the Roman 

Coke at the Reformation, aur Biſhops 


did na more than withdraw themſelves 


from an Uſurpation; or reſume an An- 
cient, independent Power, which their 
Predeceſſors, the Britiſh Biſhops, enjoy'd 
all along 'till the time of Auſtin the 
rr 
In ſhort, ſuppoſing the Statute of Eli- 


Zabeth had been an Illegal, or a Perſecut- 


ing Statute; Yet it was no Act of Con- 


Formiiy to any Doctrine of our Church. 


It was not the Iſſue of any deliberate 
Decree of either of our Univerſities; 


nor (that I know ) of the Church of 
England, Repreſented in both Houſes of 


Convocation. It was purely an Act of 
the Civil Power, made ſor its ſupport 
and ſecurity, againſt the unwearied At- 
tempts of its Enemies: And thereſore if 
they muſt needs call this Perſecution, it 
was a Perſecution rais d by the State, and 
not by the Church. 7 . 
But, on the other Hand, when the 


. end of a Law is once obtain'd, the Ri- 
gour of it, in all Juſtice and Prudence, 


ought to be ſuſpended. And whilſt thoſe 


we? 


remairs 


Ca 


remains ſtill in force) deſire only the 
ſame Liberty of Conſcience that the 
other Diſſenters do, i. e, to diſcharge the 
Duties of their Function amongſt the 
Roman Catholicłk Laity, according to the 
Laws of their Church, without diſtur- 
bance from the Civil Power, I cannot 
ſee what danger it can be to the 
State to allow them this Freedom, 
whilſt they behave themſelves peaceably 
and quietly under the Government. And 
I am perſuaded, that ſuch a gracious In- 
dulgence, and mild Deportment towards 
them, would ſooner reconcile them to 
our Church and Government, than any 
other harſh or ſeverer methods can do. 
For the generality of the Engliſh Roman 
Catholicks, are Gentlemen of Honour and 
Gratitude; of ancient Families,-and fair 
Eſtates :. Some of them Perſons of Qua- 
lity of the firſt Rank, very Hoſpitable, Ob- 
| liging, and Courteous to all Men: And 
nothing can operate ſo effectually upon 
ſuch generous Natures, as a kind, indul- 
gent, civil, and reſpeAful Behaviour to- 
wards them, Now if. I ſhould fay, that 
the double Tax-Statute is a Severity, in 
the Opinion of many, or moſt of the 
King's Proteſtant Subjects, as well as the 
Roman Catholicks, I ſhould not impeach 
the Wiſdom of the preſent Parliament, 
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my 
or of any other. Or that it is any Crime 
in a private Subje& to offer Reaſons for 
the Repeal 'of a Statute that may here- 
after prove prejudicial to the Govern- 
ment, no true Friend of the Government 
will fay. It is certain, that many Statutes 
have been Repeal'd upon the Motions 
and Remonſtrances of private Perſons; anc 
what advantage it is to continue, or 
what harm it can be to the Govern- 
ment to Repeal this Statute, I believe no 
Man can well tell. For the Benefit of it 
to the Government is little or none; to 
the Subjects, it has prov'd a great hard- 
ſhip in thoſe Hundreds, where Roman Ca. 
tholicks have Sold their Eſtates, or turn'd 
Proteſtants. It is pretended, that the de- 
ſign of this Statute was, to weaken the 
Roman Catholicks, and render them inca- 
pable of aſſiſting our Enemies with Mo- 
ney, Arms, &c. but ſince the Roman Ca- 
 tholicks have no Seats in Parliament; ſince 
they are fo inconfiderable for Number 
and for Strength; how is it poſſible they 

mould hurt the Government by any 

indulgence granted to them? Nay, how 
unlikely 1s it that they ſhould attempt to 
do it, if they were as much indulged as 
other Diſſenters are? Beſides, all good 
Caſuiſts deny that we may do Evil, that 
Good may come of it. To oppreſs even 
| Tn” | . 
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| -an Enemy is an Evil, To tie an Enemies 
Hands is indeed Nature's Law, and the 
Voice of Reaſan. But Religion forbids us 
to beggar Men to enrich our ſelves, or 
run them in Debt to Pay our own. 
And though it ſhould be allowed that 
this Statute is no Species of Perſecution, 
I fear it is remembred as a Grievance. 
It is objected, that the Roman Catholicks 
deſerve ſuch a Reſentment of the Go- 
vernment, for their Uneaſineſs, and At- 
tempts to ſubvert it. I anſwer, ſuppoſe 
the Roman Catholicks Caſe our own, would 
we not be as reſtleſs and uneaſie under 
the like Preſſures? Would we not be as 
lad of embracing any fair Opportunit 
to bring about a Revolution, ſo much 
for our Safety and Tntereft ? If it be faid, 
he is no Friend to the Government, who 
apprehends no danger from Popery: I 
anſwer, they are no Friends to the Go- 
vernment, or the King's Repoſe, who 
teaze him with apprehenſions of Danger _ 
where there is none. Is it the way to make 
the Crown fit eaſy on his Head, to ſer 
him againſt his Subjects, and to make 
him believe he has fewer Friends, or that 
his Enemies are more Numerous than 
they are? And were it really ſo, this 
would be a good Reaſon for the Repeal 
of the forementioned Statute, in hopes to 


make 


/ 


make thoſe, who are our Enemies at 


preſent, our Friends for the ſuture: For 


we may live to ſee that happy. time, 
when the _Land-Tax ſhall be wholly 


taken off, (that grievous Yoke, which hath 


gall'd our ſtubborn . Necks for ſo, many 
tedious Years) but our favour ta the Ro- 
man Catholicks will then come too. late, 
unleſs we mean to continue the Tax 
upon them, when all Proteſtants are diſ- 
charged, 33 N 


by 


Now, 


„ 


g ſuppoſing the moſt uncharitable 
things of them that we can poſſibly 


imagine; ſuppoſing, I ſay, that for our 


kindneſs, moderation, or charity to- 
wards them, they ſhould. ſtill continue to 
hate us without Cauſe; yet even this Beha- 


viour of theirs towards us will not juſtifie 


any ſeverity of ours towards them: For 
we are to. remembers, hat we are re- 

form'd from them; but this Reformation 
is not compleat, if we do not love our 
Enemies, and do good to them that hate 


as: And (whether the Roman Catholicks 


Will or no) they are the Subjects of Eng- 
land, and make the ſame uſe of our Laws 
and Courts of Judicature, with reſpect 


to meum and tuum, that other Proteſt- 


ant Subjects do: Nay, and whilſt they 


maintain the Fundamentals of Religion, 


they are our Brethren tco ; and therefore 
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. 
Wbilſt they live among us, we ought to 
treat them as ſuch, aſter the Example of 
Joſeph, who own'd and reliev'd his unkind 
Brethren, though they had been a 
unnatural to him, as to make an At- 
tempt upon his Life, And if ever we hope 
to be deliver'd out of the Hands of our 
Enemies, to ſerve God without Fear of Per- 
ſecutions in this World, we mult follow 
his Patience and Charity, whereof Joſeph 
was a Type. IN WE 


as 


In ſhort, may we not reaſonably pre- 
ſume, that a favourable Treatment of 
the Engliſh Roman Catholicks will be one 
great means of ſtrengthening the Qua- 
druple Alliance: For then we ſhall make, 

our Foreign Allies our Friends, out of a 
Principle of Gratitude,who may be ſuch at 
| Preſent only out of Intereſt. And let thoſe 
who pretend to have ſo much at Heart 
the ſufferings of Proteſtants abroad, con- 
ſider, whether the way to relieve them, 
be to oppreſs the Roman Catholicks at 
Home: Or whether it be not more natu- 
ral to believe, that the mild and gentle 
uſages wherewith theſe are treated here 
in England, will not be return'd to Proteſt- 
ants in Roman Catholic Countries. For let 
the preſent Friendſhip which Roman Cat ho- 
lick Princes profeſs for us Proteſtants, be 
as ſincere as we wiſh, or hope it may be; 

0 : yet 
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2 Perfons of the fame Communion; 


ve naturally more than an ordinary Ten- 


dernefs and Compaſſion for one another 
eſpecially when aggrieved or oppreſſed. 
And we may depend upon it, that the 
Foreign Roman Catholicks do not forget 
their Brethren in England, but will make 


their cafe their own,” whenever it ſhall 


be in their Power to relieve them, with- 
out injuring themſelves ; and therefore 


Prudence and felf-Intereſt, as well as Re- 


gion, muſt oblige us to ſhew the fame 
Charity and Kindnefs towards our Catho- 


lick Fellow Subjects, that we our felves 


would expect or defire of them, were 
we within the Reach of their Power. 

Tf theſe Reaſons will not fatisfie the 
Clamours, or Cavils of thoſe Hot-Headed 


perſecuting Zealots, who look upon all 


thoſe as Popiſbly affected, who ſhew any 
manner of Charity to the Roman Catho- 
licks: I enter this Caveat againſt them. 


all, proteſting the Innocency of my In- 
tentions, which is to ſerve the Govern- 
ment, and if Charity, the Subject under 
conſidreation, has unwarily led me to 


Maxims of State, too myſterous and dan- 


gerous for Perſons of my impolitick Ca pa- 
cities and Profeſſion to dive into; I. 
humbly ſubmit what I have ſaid to the 
Wiſdom of my Governours, beſeeching 


God 


P ——— 


3 
God to direct all their Councils for his 
Glory, the Publick Franquillity, and the 
Honour of the Reformation. „ 
On eg 3 is 1 that a 
great many Nepublicans ſuffer'd upon 
| 1. * beſides thoſe vrodigiong 
Rebels who' tried and Murdered the 
Father's. The Truth of which Caſe is this; 
King Charles the IId. required ſome of 
the Chiefs of the Nonconformiſts to Re- 
nounce their ſolemn League and Cove- 
_ nant, by which they bound themſelves to 
deſtroy' Root and Branch, ze. to Murder 
him and all his Family, and utterly abo- 
. liſh Monarchy and Epiſcopacy : Which 
they refuſing to do, he caus'd them to 
be apprehended, whereof ſome impeni- 
tently died in Priſon, rather than 
ſubmit to the King's Mercy. And will 
they call this Perſecution; what for a King 
to tie ſuch of his Rebellious Subjects 
Hands as had bound themſelves with an 
Oath to cut his Throat? This the Of- 
ſpring of thoſe Men, ceaſe not to make 
loud Complaints of, and call a moſt 
terrible Perſecution, after that their Fore- 
Fathers had murder'd the Father in cold 
Blood, baniſh'd his Heir, and the reſt of 
his Children, to ſeek their Bread in Fo- 
. reign: Kingdoms, and made ſuch a Havock 
amongſt the Loyal Npbility and 2 15 
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of this Kingdom, that ſome of their poſteri- 
| ty feel the fatal effects thereof to this day; 
t 


tho? by the good Providence of God, 
and his Bleſſing upon their Loyalty, the 
exceed in Wealth- and Honour, thoſe: 
Children of the Rebel-Race, who ſenſibly. 
dwindle to decay and oblivion-every day 
more and more. This Remark. is cer- 


tainly true in the general, though ſome 


Families yet remain in Poſſeſſion of that 
Wealth and Riches which their Fore- 
Fathers Rebellion and Plunder have leſt 


behind. But to return; ſo far was the Con- 
finement of thoſe few unhappy Miſcreants 


look*d upon as a Perſecution by other 
People, that the whole World ſtood 


amaz'd at the Clemency of the Govern - 


ment at the Reſtoration, wherein ſo very 


few ſuffer'd ſuch mild Puniſhments, out 
of ſuch a vaſt Number of Rebels, who 
deſerv'd ſeverer; and a general indemni- 


nity paſs'd upon the reſt, who had 


not afterwards the Grace either to ac- 
knowledge the King's Mercy, or their 
own Sins; but, on the contrary, continued 
to juſtifie, both by Word and Writing, 
their Iniquities, like a Whore's Forehead, 


as the Prophet ſpeaks, who refaſeth to be 


aſhamed, This Ingratitude makes the old 
| faying true, I ig he that doth the Injury 
we cannot forgive; and it is obſerv'd of 
7 | | | Bratas, 
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Brutus, who had Murder'd Ceſar, tliat 
always after he inveigh'd againſt him as 
a Tyrant, ita enim facto ejus expedicbat, 
faith the Hiſtorian, i. e. it was neceſſary that 
he ſhould call Cæſar a Tyrant, otherwiſe 


he himſelf muſt have been a Notorious 
Traytor. And this is certainly the Cale 


of all thoſe who juſtifie the King's Mur- 


der, which they muſt either maintain, 


or be forc'd to acknowledge their Fore- 


Fathers to have been the worſt of Rebels. 


In ſhort, whatever the Nozconformiſts ſuf- 
fer'd, whether juſtly or not, the Church 
of England is not chargeable with: For 
ſhe that was the greateſt Sufferer, was 


the firſt that forgave, and Preach'd up 


Charity, and Mildneſs, and Forbearance, 
to an injur?d Prince, and People; which 
had that good effect upon both, that they 
wiſh'd their greateſt Enemies no more 
Harm than to Repent, and the Grace to 
live in Peace and Subjection for the future 
to the Government, which they had fo 
lately overturn'd. 


Let us next enquire into the Behavi- 


our and Charity of the Diſſenters. 

If theſe Men were as ſcrutinous ia 
ſearching, or as diligent in examining 
into their own Lives and Opinions, as 
they are into thoſe of other Men; if they 
had that Charity for themſelves, which 


G they 


= 


they have not for the Church, ſo as to 


own themſelves convinc'd, when they are 
convinc'd, they would ingenuouſly ac- 
knowledge (what indeed cannot be de- 
nied) that no Chriſtians upon Earth (un- 
der their Circumſtances) arę ſo Charita- 

bly dealt with as they are. For though, 
. by their avow'd Principles, they are the 
profeſs'd Enemies of the preſent Eſtabliſh- 
ment, yet they Peaceably enjoy the very 
ſame Liberties and Immunities, that the 
beſt and the moſt diſintereſted Friends 


1 to the Government do. But it ſeems, 
Eo. this is not ſufficient, they want the Go- 
© © yerning part, that is to ſay, in plain Ez. 


= wlilh, they want to be entruſted with the 
Eo Protection of a Government, which they 
| think themſelves bound in Conſcience to 
= deſtroy. And ſince they have not been 
i yet able to prevail with our Governours 
3 | to yield to them in this Point, they ceaſe 
not, by Writing and Preaching, to call 
the Church of England, Popiſh, and Anti- 
chriſtian, but ſtill rail on againſt her 
Miniſters and Altars, in a moſt unchari- 
table, prophane, unchriſtian manner, 
beyond the Example of former Ages: 
Which is a Liberty ({ will be bold to 
fy) which: no Chriſtian Government in 
the World would allow them, beſides our 
ommn: and, I may add, a Liberty, which, 


— : 


ä 
to ſay no worſe of it, is an exceſs of Cha- 
rity. For ſuch a Liberty muſt needs be 
dangerous to the Diſſenters themſelves: 

Becauſe whenever the Church is deſtroyed, 
they muſt periſh in its Ruins. Such a 
Liberty, or rather Licentiouſneſs, muſt 
he intirely inconſiſtent with Charity, upon 
à double Score. 1. Becauſe it is deſtructive 
of Natural Religion, or the Law of ſelf- 
defence. 2. Becauſe it is deſtructive of 
Peace and Unity, which, are the chief 
Properties of Charity: For no Man can 
have true Charity for others, who is not 
b Charitable to himſelf. Beſides, Charity 
; doth oblige us to be thankful to God for 
our preſent well-being, or happy Eſtabliſh- 
ment, which (how can we be) if we abuſe 
that Power God hath given us for our 
on Defence? Or upon what grounds can 
we expect the Continuance of his Pro- 
tection, who deſpiſe the means of our own 
Safety? To deprive our Enemies therefofe 
of the Liberty of deſtroying us, I am ſure, 
is no ſpecies of Perſecution, but the Law 
of Right-Reaſon, and highly conſiſtent 
with Charity both to our ſelves, and our 
Enemies too; and therefore, it very ill 


becomes the Character of true Church- 
men to skreen them from Juſtice, who 
daily broach and publiſh new Doctrines, 


contrary to thoſe already receiv'd, and .4 
eſtabliſh'd. For beſides that this is an = 


RE =» 
Argument of a great decay of Piety to- 
Wards God, and Charity towards Erro- 
neous. Perſons, it ſavours Rank either of 
Cowardice or ſelf Intereſt, of Lukewarm- 
_neſs, or Indifferency to all Religion what · 
„ ou a ot 
* It is certainly equitable enough, and 
| moſt agreeable to Chriſtian Charity, and 
Moderation, that the ſeveral Sectaries be 
permitted to enjoy aPeaceable and an undiſ- 
turb'd Liberty of ſerving God, according to 
their different Perſuaſions or Opinions, whilſt 
they behave themſelves peaceably and 
modeſtly, and forbear their unchriſtian 
Railery and Clamcurs againſt the Church : - 
And with ſuch a Toleration they ought 
in Prudence as well as Charity to reſt 
contented, leaſt the abuſe of it, to the Pre- 
judice of an indulgent Government, ſhould 
at laſt meet with a Reſentment, which 
ſo much Ingratitude may reaſonably ex- 
pet. Time was, when the Church of 
England would have gladly compounded 
With them, for the Tenth of that Indul- 
i 85 Which they now do, and always 
did enjoy: But to rub old Sores, is to 
draw on freſh Quarrels; and therefore, 
for Chariy's ſake, I will forbear to make 
any invidious Compariſons, which may 
rather ſerve to ſet us at greater variance, 
- than reconcile us to each other: And 


ED 


only take notice of that, which was the 


chief Cauſe or Foundation of the Suffer- 


ings and Calamities- of this Church, in 


the great Rebellion, 7. e. the ſolemn 
League and Covenant, by which they 
who took it, bound their Souls to deſtroy 
Root and Branch, i. e. the King, his Fa- 


mily, and the Church eſtabliſh'd, or all 


Milignants, (as they call'd them) who- 
ever they were, that had Courage and 
Loyalty enough to oppoſe their Pro- 
ceedings. Now, was not ſuch an impi- 
ous Combination of Blood-thirſty Men, 


a ſufficient Provocation for the mildeſt 


Government in the World, to avenge it 
ſelf of ſuch hardned Rebels? When 
wicked Haman had conſpired with his 
Leaguers to deſtroy all the innocent Jews 
within his Maſter's Dominions, were 
they at all pitied, when they fell into 
the Miſchiefs which they had prepar'd for 
others? Or was Abaſuerus's Conduct 


blamed for this piece of Juſtice, even 


upon his own natural Subjects, though 


it was in Vindication of Strangers? 
Suppoſe then the Church and King 


at the Reſtoration had enter'd into 
ſuch another ſolemn League and 


_— 


Covenant, to deſtroy their Enemies Root 


and Branch, who taught them the Ex- 
ample? Or who could have blamed them 
ld” nA 7, 
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for their RE; ? And yet let the ſeveral 


Diſſenters (notwithſtanding their manifold 
Provocations) produce if they can, any 
ſuch Leagues or Covenants enter'd into 
by the Church of Ezglazd to their De- 
ſtruction; and in the mean time, let them 
call to mind (if they can bear it) Who 
arm'd the Leaguers in France againſt their 


Eing, and never henceforth cry out Po- 


„ upon the Church of England: For 
be it known unto them, that their ſolemn 
League and Covenant was almoſt Word 
for ._ the ſame, which the Roman 


- Pontifical obliges every Biſhop to ſwearto, 


at his Conſecration; that is, that he ſhall 
Root out all Re and all that Favour 


them, to the utmoſt of their Power. And that 
they have not altered their Opinions 


ſince, appears but too plain, not only from 
their preſent Behaviour towards the 
Church of England, but from the flagrant 


Example of the Kirk of Scotland, who 


will not allow the ſame Liberty of Con- 
ſcience. there, that their Brethren enjoy 


cs England. And when at the Treaty of 


Union, the Ezgliſh Commiſſioners labour- 


eq for an Indulgence to the Epiſcopal 
Party in that Kingdom, their Propoſitions 


were rejected with Indignation and Scorn, 


and not without apparent Danger of their 
Lives. For them then to grant any In- 
dulgence to other — C uſe their 


1 


own Language) i is to eſtabliſh Iniquity ly 


4 Law; but to deny this Toleration to 
themſelves, is rank Perſecution: So that 


theſe Proteus can blow hot and cold with _ 


the ſame Breath; and if you touch their 
little Fingers, they are preſently at a 
point, and will be their own Carvers ifthey 
can; but if them ſelves do never ſo much 
hurt, let others look to it, and get Satis- 
faction where they can: And whether this 
Behaviour be agreeable to that Meekneſs, 
Peace, and Moderation, ſo much cried up, 
and pretended to by them, or to Chriſtian 
Charity, or even to the Law of doing as we 
would be done unto, let God and the 
World: judge between us. 

The Mother has not more Charity for 
the Church of Ergland than her Chil- 
dren ; That is, the Church of Rome and 
the Diſſenters agree in this, that no Quar- 


ters ought to be allow'd to thoſe whom 


they ſuppoſe to be Hereticks, For the 
former has inſerted it in one of her Ca- 
nons, Nox ſunt. Homicide, qui adverſus Ex- 


- communicatos, . Zelo Matris Eccleſiæ ar- 


mantur, i. e. they are no Murderers, who 
kill Men out of Zeal to Mother Church. 
Bull. Cane decret. part 2. And the Roman 
Breviary maintains, that all rhe King- 


.doms of the Earth are at the Pope's Dif- 
poſal; and conſequently all Men muſt be 


deſtroy*d as Rebels, who do not think 
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| {tanding Publick Security ha 
for their Lives, before they would venture to 


I" 


fit to ſubmit to his Authority. The Coun- 


cil of Lateran damn'd all Hereticks in form, 
and accordingly every Maundy-Tharſday 
they are Religiouſly curſed, and deliver'd 


over to the Devil. The Spaniſb Inquiſi- 


tion was ſet up by the Authority of the 
Roman Church, and deſign'd for no other 
end,but for the entire Extirpation of Here- 


6.3 ricks. In ſhort, the cruel Maſſacre of the 


Proteſtants in Paris and Treland, and all 
the Chriſtian Blood that has been ſhed 


for Religion throughout Europe, for ſome 


hundred Years paſt, has been owing to that 


_ cruel Doctrine, ofthe Lawfulneſs ofextirpa- 


ting Hereticks,viz.Zelo Matris Eccleſie. And 


Ithink Bellamiz himſelf owns this to be the 
Doctrine of the Church of Rome, in theſe 
| Remarkable Words (ubi deſunt vires) as 


much as to ſay, if you have not Strength 


enough to kill Heretickes, you may let 
them alone; which is a wonderful In- 


fance of his great Compaſſion and Cha- 


_ rity towards us. The general Council of 
Conſtance ſolemnly Murdered John Huſs 


and | Jerom of Prague, two learned and 
pious Proteſtants,” for Here 75 notwith- 
been given 


confront their Enemies; and this that wicked 


+ Council did, upon this very Principle, that 
10 Faith was to be 1 8 wit Hereticks. And 


r 


though 
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though the Gun-Powder Treaſon, is ſaid 
to have been only the Conſpiracy of a 
few deſperate Jeſuits, without any Au- 
thority or Conſent from Rome, yet it 
appears but too plain, that it was 
there firſt hatch'd, and had the Pope's 
Benediction; elſe why was Garnet, the 
chiefeſt of the Conſpirators, afterwards 
Canoniz'd and made a Martyr for it? 
J will forbear to produce any more In- 
ſtances of this kind, or to deſcribe the 
various, molt acute, and unheard of 
Barbarities committed upon the Bodies 
of ſo many Thouſands of poor innocent 
Proteſtants in Ireland, and other Countries, in 
cold Blood, in purſuance of this abominable 
Doctrine; becauſe my deſign is not to exaſ- 
perate Proteſtants againſt Roman Catholicks; 
but to ſhew them both, how contrary ſuch 
cruel Proceedings are tothe Spiritofthe Goſ- 
pel, and to that Charity, which requires all 
Chriſtians to forbear one another in Love. And 
I could heartily wiſh, for the credit of 
Chriſtianity in general, and fo great a 
Body of Chriſtians as the Church of 
Rome, in particular, all this was nothing 
more than meer Calumny, Fiction, or 
Romance. ee USBF 
It is not enough to ſay, this is only 
the Opinion of a few private Doctors, 
unleſs the Church of Rome had thought 
fit, by ſome ſolemn Act of Council or 
EC 
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Conſiſtorial Decree, to Have openly abjur'd 
or declar'd her abhorrence of ſuch ſcanda. 
lous and pernicious Doctrines: And until 
this is done, the charge of Perſecution muſt 
ſtill remain good againſt her, though ſhe 
does not, or cannot, every day put this 
her bloody Canon in Execution. 
It is certain, that the Roman Catholicks, in 
their natural Temper, are as free-hearted, 
courteous and obliging, as any Peo- 
ple in the World. But O the dreadful 
Effects of this abominable Doctrine, 
which, ſowers the beft-natur'd. Diſpoſi- 
tions in the World! Tt fills Men, the 
molt averſe to Anger and Revenge, full 
of Rage, Wrath, and Enmity; and inſtead 
of leaving them as it finds them, naturally 
peaceable, loving, and charitable, it renders 


ay chem furious cruel, and implacable to all 


that differ from them: Whereof we had 
a notorious Inſtance in the late Queen 
Mar, Who (as all Hiſtorians. agree) was 
by Nature as Mild and Meeciful a Princeſs 
as ever ſwayed the Scepter, and yet what a 
Deluge of Proteſtant Blood was ſpilt with- = 
in the Compaſs of her ſhort, yet too long 
Reign, to the Immortal Reproach of her 
(otherwiſe unſpotted) Memory. 5 
Wherefore to conclude: e: 15 
Since the Church of England openly 
Renounces and Deteſts all ſuch Unchri- 
ſtian and Uncharitable Doctrines and 
3 Practices: 


3 


5 

Practices: Since ſhe hath never enter'd 
at any time into any ſolemn League or 
Covenant, or call*d for the Secular Arm 
to Avenge her, even of her greateſt Ad- 
verſaries: Since ſhe Condemns all 
manner of Perſecution and Oppreſſion, 
upon the Account of Conſcience and Re- 
ligon,as Antichriſtian and unlawful : Since 
ſhe hath never impiouſly perverted the 
Word of God, to countenance or ſtir up 
Rebellion; nor Faſted nor Prayed for 
Succeſs in it: In a Word, ſince her 
Enemies ſtill continue to juſtifie all theſe 
things which they have done : But the 
Church of England: on the contrary, com- 
mands all her Members, (as they tender 
their Salvation) by all means to abound 
in Love, and to ſhew all Meekneſs unto al 
Men: What remains then, but that all 
who diſſent from her, and wiſh well to 
their Souls, forthwith embrace her Com- 
munion, as that Church, which hath 
moſt Charity, and conſequently is the 


beſt, and pureſt Church. 
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T HAT Almgiving is a part of the 


1 Law of Nature, the mutual Sympa- 
thy of Men towards each other plainly 


proves; and that the very Heathens them- 


ſelves look'd therefore upon it as a moral 


Duty, appears from the Example of Car- 
nelius. Every Man is naturally kind and 


helpful to another: And it is from Na- 
ture, corrupt or degenerate, that Men 


are fierce and cruel. The wiſeſt of the 


Heathen Philoſophers taught, Quod tibi 


fieri non vis alteri, ne feceris, &c. or in our 
Saviour's own Words, What/oever ye would 


that Men ſhould do unto you, even ſo do unto 
them, which he ſays, was the Sum and 
Subſtance of the Moſaical Law. Now the 


firſt Precept which we meet with relat- _ 
ing to Alms, in the Law of Moſes, is in 

Exodus ch. 23. v. 11. &c. where the In- 

creaſe of the Seventh Lear of a Man's 


whole Eſtate is given to the Poor. This 
Precept is ſet forth -at large in theſe fol- 


lowing Words of Deut. ch. 15. v. 7. &c. 
If there be among you a Poor Man of any of 


thy Brethren, within any of thy Gates, in thy 


Land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, 


thou ſhalt not harden thine Heart, nor fhut 
thine Hand from thy poor Brother : But thou 


Halt 
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5 The | great Power and Effeacy off 
ö Alms- giving. „ 


_ (68) 
ſhalt open thine Hand wide unto him, and 
ſhalt ſurely lend him ſufficient for his need, 
in that which be wanteth. Beware that 
there be not 4 _— in # Wicked Heart, 
Jays . The ſevent Tear, the Tear of Releaſe, 
145 - Hd, and thine Fye be 220 21 
8 thy poor Brother, and thou ; giveſt him uoughi 3p 
and be cry unto the Lord againſt thee, and it 
be Sin unto thee, xc. | = 
_ Theſe general Commands ſeem to im- 
ply, that the People of the Jews had in 
aà manner all things common  amon 
them; and that none of them look'd up- 
on any thing ſo much his own, as that 
he was not obliged to part with, for his 
Neighbour's uſe, if he could ſpare it from 
himſelf. For, beſides the ſeventh Year 
of Releaſe, (which was to the Poorer 
- fart a kind of a Jubilee Year,becauſe a Year 
of Plenty and Rejoycing) they were 
moreover to be relieved at all other times, 
i. e. when their Neceſſities requir'd it. 
And hence it came to paſs, that for many 


Years after their Settlement in Canaan, 


the Jews had no Poor (ſtrictly ſpeaking) 

/ amongſt them at all. I mean, they had 

no Beggars, whilſt they obſerv'd the 

foregoing Precepts. But their falling off 
from the true Worſhip of God, and their 

Q uelty to one another, by degrees brought -. 

Poverty upon them all, as God had * 
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ned. For the Reaſon. ſubjoin'd to theſe 
general Precepts was, viz. Becauſe for this 
thing the Lord thy God ſhall. Bleſs thee in all 
th Works, and in all thou putteſt thine Hand 
Anta. And that he might continue his 
Bleffings to them, God told them, The 
Poor Gould never ceaſe out of. the Land; 
and therefore it was their Intereſt, as 
well as Duty, to remember and obſerve. 
his Charge concerning them. - 
Now that Almsgiving is a Chriſtian 
Duty, I need not ſtand to prove; for our 
Saviour has made it as neceſſary a Con- 
dition of our Salvation, as any other 
Duty whatſoever ; yea, lays greater ſtreſs 
upon it, than upon our Faith, as appears 
in the Inſtance of the young Rich Man, 
who would not ſell his great Poſſeſſions, 
to beſtow them upon the Poor. Wherefore 
our Lord lays it down as an Evangelical 
A Precept of perpetual and indiſpenſable 
Obligation, Luke 2. 4r. Give Alus of ſab 
things as ye have. $0 ch. 12. v. 33. Sell 
that ye have, and give Alms: For this he 
ſays, Is the way to ſecure the true 
' Riches, and to Treaſure up for our 
ſelves, Treaſures in the Heavens, And 
therefore to render this Duty the more 
acceptable to God, in his Sermon on the 
Mount, he gives us Directions concern- 
ing the right Perſormance thereof. * 
: | a 
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all which, St. James concludes, that he 
Who can, but being moved by a proper 
Object, will not give Alms, hath not th 
Love of God awelling in him. ALY 
Having thus briefly prov'd Alms- 
I giving to be a Moral, and a Chriſtian 
. Duty; that what we beſtow, by way 
x of Alms, may properly fall under that 
Name, we muſt conſider theſe five 
Points. | e 
1. Who may be properly ſaid to give 
= Alms. . AF 
1 2. Who are the moſt proper Objects 
1 of our Alms. SLE „ 
3. The moſt proper Seaſon of beſtow- 
== ing our Alms. 1 4 
i | 4, The Quantity or Meaſure. And, 
1 5. Laſtly, The Quality of our Alms. 
—_ 1. Then iin, an Alms, is fo call'd, 
from that Compaſſion which we feel 
3 within us for the Poor we beſtow our 
un | Alms upon. And therefore unleſs what 
= we give, proceeds from this inward Senfe 
olf their Wants or Sufferings, we cannot 
=_ call it an Alms properly; but rather a 
= Gift or Bounty, or ſuch like Name, 
ue | whereunto we are excited, not by any 
Natural Sympathy, or the Love of God; 
but by Importunities, or vain Glory, or 
any other carnal Motive. So that we 
muſt ever remember, that in order to entitle 
1 7 our 


— NTT 
dur ſelves to the Promiſes of God to 
the Merciful and Charitable, our Alms 
muſt proceed from a Principle of 
Obedience to God's Will, as well as na- 
tural Affection to our Brother, 
2. We muſt be ſure, that what we 1 
give is our own, or what we can ſpare 79 
from our ſelves and Families; for though = 
my Brother be in want, yet I am not 
bound to put my ſelf in equal Want 
to relieve him, much leſs to famiſh my 
ſelf, to fatisfie his Hunger. Beſides, the 
.Food and Raiment, which I want as 
much as he, I cannor beſtow upon him, 
without Tranſgreſſing the Law of Nature, 
and being Guilty of the Sin of Ingratitude 
towards God, who hath thought fit to do 
ſo much for me, which he hath not done 
for my Neighbour; and whoſe Mercies 
are as much magnified in my Happt- 
neſs and Deliverances, as in his. 
3. No unjuſt Perſons, or Extortioners, 
or Thieves, can be properly ſaid to give 
Alms, though they ſhould give away all 
their ill-gotten Treaſures: For this in 
Effect is, (as the ſaying is) to rob Peter 
to pay Paul; to be cruel and unjuſt to 
one Man, to be merciful to another. It 
is to * what is not our own, and to 
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EM. 
be Bountiful at another Man's expence. 
Beſides, that cannot be ſaid to be given 
out of Compaſſion to one Man, which 
is violently taken away from another. 
For a truly Charitable Perſon is equally 
Compaſſionate, and makes the ſame Con- 
ſcience of dealing juſtly, and living honeſt- 
ly, as of relieving the Poor. Nay, he 
knows that juſtice and upright dealing 
is one certain way of being liberal; 
whereas to cheat and over- reach others, 
is not only the way to increaſe the Num- 
ber of the Poor, but to render thoſe in- 
capable of relieving them, who might 
otherwiſe be as able, and as well diſpo- 
ſed to beſtow their Alms upon them as 
our ſelves. 9.8 . 
But they who are ſtedfaſtly reſolv'd to 
Steal no more, nor to practiſe any evil Arts 
to deceive their Neighbours for the time 
to come; to teſtifie the Sincerity of their 
Repentance, and to be capable of Pardon, 
muſt firſt make Satisfaction to their in- 
jur'd Neighbours; and then ſeek to cut 

off their iniquities by ſhewing Mercy to 

the Poor, according to that Reſolution of 
 Raccheas, Behold, Lord, half of my Goods, I 
will for the future give to the Poor; and if I 
have done wrong unto any Man, I will neſtore 
him four. fold. Therefore they who con- 

ſent with Thieves, or partake with 
Be -” Adulte- 


Adulterers, (as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks) think 
wickedly that God is ſuch a one as themſelves, 
if they ſuppoſe to compound with him at 
ſo cheap a Nate, as the beſtowing now and 
then a few Pence on the Poor. No ſuch 
matter Man, aſſure thy ſelf; whoever 
thou art, thou muſt firſt learn to be a 
juſt, an honeſt, and a Religious Man, 
before thou canſt be kind, liberal, or cha- 
ritable. PT +7 


2. Let us conſider who are the moſt 
roper Objects of an Alms. The Jews had a 
ſaying, Thou ſhalt Love thy Neighbour, and 
hate thine Enemy, and thence concluded, 
that they were not oblig'd to ſhew any 
Friendſhip, Mercy, or Charity, to any 
People but their own: Which was bot 
the Occaſion of the Lawyer's Queſtion, 
Who is my Neighbour, and of our Saviour's 
anſwer in the Parable of 4 certain Man 
| who fell among Thieves, &c. whereby 
our Saviour deſign'd to let us know, that 
every Perſon in Diſtreſs (of what Country 
or Religion ſoever he be) is to be look'd 
upon as our Neighbour, and to partake 
of our Charity. But yet, as God is the 
Fountain of Love and Mercy, ſo he is 
likewiſe a God of Beauty and Order; and 
therefore though he requires us to look 
upon every Man in Trouble and Adver- 
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ſity, as a fit object of our Compaſſion 
= and Aſſiſtance; yet he teacheth us to 
| diſtinguiſh between Relations and Stran- 
gers, and between our Friends and our 
Enemies. For ſince all Men in Diſtreſs 
cannot poſſibly partake of our Charity, 
any otherwiſe than by our Prayers and 
kind Wiſhes, therefore our neareſt Rela- 
tions muſt have the firſt place in our 
Affections, whether they be our Spiritual 
or Carnal Relations. And for this order 
in our Love, we have ſeveral Precepts, as 
well as Examples, in Holy Writ. Do good 
to all, ſaith the Apoſtle, bat eſpecially 
to thoſe of the Houſhold of Faith. And ac- 
cording to this Rule, our Saviour ho- 
noured his 'Spiritual Relations before- his 
own natural Kindred. For when one 
told him, Behold thy Mother, and thy Bre- 
thren, ſtand without defiring to ſpeak with 1 
thee, he ſtretched forth his Hand towards his | 
_ Diſciples, and ſaid, Behold my Mother and iy 
Brethren, i. e. theſe I prefer to my other 
Carnal Relations: For whoſoever ſhall. 
do the will of my Father, which is in 
Heaven, the (ame is my Brother, and Siſter, 
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and Mother. 


The ſame Order is to be obſerved toward 
our natural Relations, i. e. our own Families 
andneareſt Kindred muſt be preferred to our 0 
e eee, e eee 
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fore dur Neighbours : Our Neighbours 
before Strangers; and Strangers before 
Foreigners. To this purpoſe St. Paal 
ſaith, in his Epiſtle to Timothy, 1 Tim. 5.8. 
He that provideth not for his own, eſpecially 
thoſe of his own Houſe, is worſe than an Infidel. 
An Example of this Order we have in 
Joſeph, who preferred Benjamin, his Bro- 
ther both by Father and Mother, before 
the reſt of his unkind Brethren, by his 
Father only, In the Feaſt thathe made for 
them all, his Brother Benjamin's Meſs 
was five times as large as any of theirs; 
and at parting, he gave to every one of 
his other Brethren only one change of 
Raiment, and ſome Money; but unto 
his Brother Benjamin he gave 300 pieces 
of Silver, and five Suits of Apparel, 


Next to our Relations, the moſt proper | 


Objects of our Alms, are poor Widows,and 
| Fatherleſs Children. As for the Widow, 
the impoſſibility of Receiving any Com- 
fort or Relief from him who was once 
the Friend of her Boſom, makes her Caſe 
the more pitiable, as her Affliction is one 
continued burthen of Life, and her Loſs 
not to be thought of, without renewing of 
her Grief, and increaſing of her Sorrow. 
For which Reaſon, God, to comfort ſuch 


1 diſconfolate Creatures, that they might not 


ſink under ſuch a load of Affſictions, de- 
Fo | #73 ' Ts 
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FF 
cälares himſelf a Hausband to the Widow ; 
intimating, that nothing was ſufficient to 
ſupport her under her Calamities without 
- himſelf: 1. e. without her Hopes, and 
Truſt, and Affiance in him, who finds 
out various means of relieving thoſe who : 
depend upon him, which we cannot pd 
foreſee or think of. For this Reaſon, | 
poor Widows were always firſt taken 
Notice of and reliev'd as the moſt com- 
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jfortleſs and dejected Creatures, who were 5 
\ not able to help themſelves; as appears : 
from St. Paul's Charge to Timothy, and * 
God's particular Providence in the Relief 


of the poor Widow of Sarepta, eſpecially 
if they were Widows indeed, i. e. ſuch as 
| feryed God by Prayer, and other good 
Works, But of all Charities, the moſt 
prudent, and beſt in its Effects, is an * 
Alms beſtowed for the Education and | 
I x Support of poor Fatherleſs Children; be- 
 /  * cauſe it is an immediate Relief to the 
greateſt Objects of Compaſſion in the 
* World. It is for feeding, and cloath- 
_,_ © ing, and inſtructing poor innocent diſ- 
_ © treſfed Children, who are not capable of * 
© helping themſelves ; and who, by God's 4 
Providence, are left to the wide World, 
without a Friend or Relation to help 
\ - © them. The advantages of beſtowing our = 
Alma for the Education of poor Child ren, / 
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or ſetting up Charity-Schools, are Num- 
berleſs, and of the greateſt Conſequence 
to the Publick, as well as to poor Orphans 
themſelves: For by this means, we con- 
tribute towards the ſaving of their Souls, 
as well as their Bodies; and do what lies 
in us, to root out of our Youth, all 
the Seeds of Vice and Wickedneſs, and 
implant in them the early Habits of 
Virtue and Goodneſs. Hereby we 
teach them to Pray, acquaint them 
with the Scriptures, and furniſh their 
Memories with ſuch Portions of them, 
as may be a ſtock for the future Devo» - 
tion of their Lives, and enable them 
to keep up ſome Communion with God, 
even in the midſt of Work and Buſi- 
. | "os Ong 
Tis a fad Reproach to our Religion, 
/ faith the excellent Biſhop of Armagh, 
that in the midſt of a Nation where it 
is profeſs*d and eftabliſh'd, ſuch Multi- 'F 
tudes of poor People ſhould be found _ 
void either of natural, or reveaPd Re- 
ligion,and even of the very firſt Principles 
x | of the Oracles of God; ſcarce having 
4 © taſted of the Milk of the Word, whith 
_ © isnecefſary forsthe Nouriſhment of Babes 
in Chriſt, The ignorance of many 
among the lower Rank of People, is in- 
Y credible to any, but ſuch as have ſought 
N ä e for 
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it, in their loud and importunate Clamours 
for an Alms. So that what we beftow 
towards the Maintenance of Charity- 
Schools, is for feeding the Lambs of Chriſt 
with Spiritual Nouriſhment; it is for 
reſcuing them out of the Jaws of Hell; 
it is for Building immortal Souls for 
Heaven, and everlaſting Happineſs ; Souls 
as dear and precious in the ſight of God, HM 
as thoſe of our own Children, and equally 

the Price of his Blood. 1 3 
Another great Conſequence of our 
/ Charity-Schools, faith the ſame incompa- 
| rable Prelate, is the Healing thoſe Rents 
and Diviſions, which are made in the 
Church, and a moſt effectual means of 
promoting Peace and Unity among _ 
Chriftians. As too many, who ſet up for 
Learning, and Refinement, do run into 
Infidelity ; fo, on the other Hand, Tgno- 
rance ische Mother of Enthuſiaſim; and 
this begets a Race of Hereſies and Schi/- 
maticks, which are in a great degree 
prevented by inſtructing Children, not in 
the Words only, but in the ſenſe and 
meaning of the Church. Catechiſim: Making 
them acquainted with its DbQrines, 
Principles, and Liturgy ; and creating in 
them a Reverence for all Things and Per- 
ſons dedicated to the more immediate 
; . Service of God. This for ever after pre- 
e | | ' vents 
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vents in them that Indifferency to their 
. . own Religion, and Lukewarmneſs, fo ex- 
preſsly condemned in the Church of Las. 
dicea, and which is ſo fatally prevailing 
in our own. This will keep them from 
being 1d too and fro, and carried about 
mith every Wind of Doctrine, and from 
any affectation of that ſhameful Halting 
between two Opinions, ſo much in Vogue 
and Faſhion; ſo that they will walk up- 
rightly, without a conſtant turn of the 
Head, and a ſide-look, even towards ſepa- 
rate and contrary Communions. This 
will lay.a Foundation for that Peace and 
Unity, that Brotherly Love and Chriſtian 
Charity, in the next Generation, which 
zs ſo notoriouſly wanting in this; for theſe 
poor Children, by theſe Means, will have 
this advantage over thoſe of greater For- : 
tune and Quality, that they will grow |} . 
up without any Seaſoning of Party Pre- 
judice and Prepoſſeſſion. . 
In the next place, it is worth while 
/ to take a ſhort ſurvey of the ſecular. 
Advantages which fo well plac'd and, 
// prudent a Charity will procure to the 
Poblick. For it will contribute to the 
common good and benefit of Mankind. 
For *tis not only for the Inſtruction of 
Children in divine Knowledge, for the 
| j Salvation of their Souls; but Wen to 
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learn them ſuch things as ſhall firſt qua · 
lifie them for it; and then to bind them 


out to Trades and Callings. This ren- 
ders them uſeful to themſelves, and to 


the Common- Wealth : This reſcues them 
from contraQting ſuch inveterate Habits 
of Idleneſs at firſt, which they can never 
after wear off ; and puts them upon get- 


be ting their living by an honeſt Induſtry: 


This will confiderably leſſen that great 
Multitude of vagrant and wandring Beg» 


gars, which upbraids us to God and the 


World, and daily multiply, to the Dif- 


grace as well as Curſe of the Nation; 


and unleſs the farther growth of them 


' be prevented by Charity-Schools, and 


wholeſome Laws for that purpoſe, may 
be the means of bringing down Judg- 
ments upon us. 1 
But by ſeaſoning ſo many Children 
with an early Senſe of Religion, and 


taking them off from a whole Life of 
I cdleneſs and Want, how many Immora- 
lities do we hinder, which they would 


be otherwiſe guilty of? What a Flood of 
Iniquity do we ſtem? How many Cheats 
and Thefts, Whoredoms, and Robberies, 
and Murders, will be effeCtually preven- 


7 
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ted, which, experience ſhews, it is 


not in the Power of Humane Laws to 


reſtrain? All which, though committed 


by 


37 ; * 
by the Loweſt Rank of People, yet 


come into a general Account with God; 
and are added to that Maſs of Sin, 


which ripens a Nation for divine Ven- 


geance. How many will by this means 


be relieved, not only from Ignorance, and 


Cold, and Nakedneſs, but from publick 
Shame, and Priſon, and untimely Deaths! 


And is any thing more common, than 


for ſuch as are brought to an unhappy 


end, in their laſt dying Words at the 


Place of their Execution, to lay all their 
Wickedneſs and Miſery upon the want 
of ſome Care and Iaſtruction in their 
Childhood? What need I ſay more,? 
Whatever is given on this Occaſion, is 
for reforming the World, as far as lies in 
each Charitable Man's Power, and laying 
up a Store both of Temporal and Spiritual 


Bleſſings to Poſterity. It is for making * 


many, who would otherwiſe never 
come to any Senſe, either of natural or 

© reveaPd Religion, good Chriſtians, and 
good Members of the Common Wealth; 
good Parents, and g00 od. Children; 
good Maſters and iſtreſſes, and 
6 Doll Servants: And, in ſhort, 
good in every Condition or Relation of 
Life. It is not only for redeeming Mul- 
© titudes from preſent Sin, and Danger, 
and Miſery, who would be otherwiſe 
trained up, and excrcis'd from their 


Infancy, / 


5 | 


N 


15 +26 
7 Infancy, : in all kind of Villany ; but 
' *©.enabling them to convey the ſame Bleſ- 
 * ſings to thoſe who come after them; 
; _ © and they again will tranſmit them far- 
ther downwards, which is doing good 
; / © through many Generations: And thus 
| © a Man may be the Inſtrument of un- 
ſpeakable good to all Perſons, who ſhall 
[© be born long after he is Dead: He has 
735 diſperſed abroad, he hath given to the Pbor, 
; * and in this ſenſe 'his Ri ghteouſueſs remaineth. 
8 99 ever. Thus far that excellent Prelate. 
Next to poor Children and Or- 
phans, poor decay'd Tradeſmen, and 
induſtrious Day-Labourers, are great Ob- 
jects of our Pity. and Bounty. To lend 
them Money, and give them Credit, to 
Trade with, or ſet them to Work, is a 
prudent and well choſen Charity, not 
only as it is a means to prevent the 
Ruin of ſo many Families, but as it helps 


declining Houſe-keepers to retrieve their wy 
| broken Fortunes, and breed up their 


Children, that they may not + hereafter 
become burthenſome to the Publick, or 

Ide forc'd to deg their Bread from Door 
„ to Door. | 
| And hets T cannot bus bed then 

| the precipitate haſt of Creditors has not 
contributed more to their Debtors undo- 

ing, than their own; for oftentimes, they 
\ pur it out ol the Power of their honeſt 
Cuſtomers 
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or Excefs, but ſometimes for want of 
Trade, or through the Frowns of Fortune, 
br unavoidable Accidents. Now, to give 
_ * ſuch Honeſt Men Time to work them- 
ſelves out of Debt, to lend them Money, 
and give them Credit, to beſtow our 


- 
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— 


| Cuſtomers, by this means, to make them 


Satisfaction. Beſides, to confine poor In- 
ſolvent Debtors, and thereby depriving 
them of the Liberty of Trading, and 


getting Money, is one of the moſt un- 
chriſtian and extravagant things in the 


World. It is to puniſh a Man for non- 


Performance of Impoſſibilities, or to ex- 
act from him, what we hinder him from 
geting; which is to exceed the Cruelty 


of Egyptian Tasł-· Maſters. 


. There are many honeſt, induſtrious 


Tradeſmen, of large Families, who do 
not thrive ſo well in the World, as they 


| who pinch, and skrew up their Cuſtomers 


to get Rich; who fall into Decay, not 
through their own Fault, their Idleneß, 


Bounty, and to make Collections for 


their Relief, to keep up their Spirits and 
Credit, before they quite ſink, and are 


reduc'd to the loweſt Ebb of Fortune, 
is a frugal as well as a noble Piece of 
Charity, as it prevents the Ruin of ſo 


many unhappy Families, and their becom- 


ing chargeable to the Publick. Whereas to 


hale a declining Debtor by the Throat, 


0 


— 


— , 
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to ſeize upon his Effects, to drag him 
into Priſon, and at the ſame time to turn 

his miferable Family out of Doors, to 
beg their Bread from Houſe to Houſe, 
is an uhaccountable Barbarity, and yet 
every Day's Practice; by which means, 
and the Exorbitant Fees of Lawyers, 

Catch · poles, and Goalers, a poor Deb- 
tor is moſt frequently rendered for ever 
incapable of relieving his Family, retriev- 
ing his Loſs, or cancelling his Obligations 
to his Creditors: And as if this relentleſs 
Temper was not inhuman enough, there 
are others ſo unchriftian and uncharita- 
ble, who rejoice at the Misfortunes of 
their Fellow Tradeſmen, and do all they 
can, underhand, to procure their Deſtructi- 
on, that they may ingroſs all the Trade 
to themſelves, and live alone in the Earth, 
as the Prophet ſays, and who indeed 
are fitter for the Society of Beaſts, than 
of Men. But let all that bear the Faces 


of Men, or the Names of Chriſtians, 


beware of ſuch a ſavage and barbarous 
Practice, which ſeldom eſcapes the Judg- 
ment of God, even in this World; it be- 
ing agreeable to the Methods of his Pro- 


vidence, to puniſh Men's Cruelty to one 


another, with the worſt of Temporal Cala» 
mities, as well as eternal Ruin, 
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In the next place, that our Alms may 
have its due Effect, and operate to the 
beſt Advantage, we mult obſerve the moſt 
proper Seaſon to beſtow our Alms upon; 
which is the third point to be conſidered. 

The Apoſtle direAs us to do good, 
whilſt we have Opportunity; and 
therefore we muſt diſpoſe of our Alms, 
not when we can beſt ſpare it, but when 
the Poor have moſt need of it. We 
muſt endeavour to prevent the Neceſſi- 
ties of the Poor, and their Importunities 
for an Alms; it being the Temper of 
many generous Poor, to chooſe rather 
to Starve, than be put to the Shame 
and Diſgrace of asking an Alms. Beſides, 
the ſooner we relieve an hungry Stomach, 
the leſs will ſerve to ſatisfie it; and the 
more opportunely we ftep in to the ſup- 
port of decay*d and ſinking Families, the 
leſs will be the charge, which will accrue 
hereafter to our ſelves and the Publick. 
Whereas to defer giving our Alms till 
the Poor are ready to periſh, is the ſame 
thing as adminiſtring Phyſick to a Man 
in the Agonies of Death, or to give Men 
Food to fill their Bellies, when they have 
loſt their Appetites. If we give what is 
ſufficient to ſatisfie a Man's preſent Ne- 
ceſſity, (though it be but a Cup of cold 
Water) our Saviour aſſures us, it ſhall 

| | not 


(83) 
not loſe its Reward. Now, what a 
wretched thing is it, for a Man to live 
always like a Muckworm, crawling on 
the Earth, and ever entombing himſelf. 
in it, that cannot find in his Heart to 
part with any thing for the preſent, for 


fear of Beggaring or Starving himſelf. 


They, I mean, who propoſe to leave ſome - 
thing to the Poor when they die, i. e. 
when they can enjoy their Riches no 
longer. But is that a time to deal our 
Bread to the Hungry, or to cloath the 
Naked, when we can neither feed nor 
help our ſelves? Is that a time to relieve - 
the Oppreſſed, when they are coming to 
our Funerals, and rejoycing at the Death 


bol their Oppreſſors? How can Men give 


with Simplicity or Mercy, how can they 
beſtow their Alms with Chearfulneſs, 
when they are going to their Graves, 
and refleQing on that juſt Tribunal, be- 
fore. which they are ſhortly to appear? 
In ſhort, I was Sick, and ye viſited me, 
I was in Priſon, and ye came unto me, ſaith 
our Saviour: Upon which Words, the 
Pious Biſhop of Armagh thus deſcants : 

« Theſe two Words (faith he) are remark- 
able, and worthy the divine Wiſdom, 
«© which are not to be taken only in the 
Figurative, but even in the Literal Senſe, 
band are deſign'd to ſignifie the actual 


(34) 
c going to ſee the Poor: Not to ſtay till 
© they come to us, but to go to them; 
© to view their Condition and Poverty 
with our on Eyes; to find them out, 
and acquaint our ſelves with their Mi- 
„ ſeries; and giving them our Alms witkt: 
our own Hands. For as the very pre- 
«- ſence of thoſe who' relieve them, is a 
comfort to the diſtreſſed and afflicted; 


das we are hereby enabled to ſuit' our 


© ſelvest0 their ſeveral wants, and to diſ- 
tribute dur Bounty the more ſeaſona- 
ly and prudently; ſo it is no ſmall 
improvement to our ſelves. Such as live 
an eaſy, luxurious, pleaſurable Life, and 
knowenet the want ofa Meals Meat, 
have no Notion of the Miſeries of the 


Poor; and are therefore of all People the” 


moſt bac ward to relieve them. Bùt one 
vifit to any ofthoſe many Cottages, and poor 
Cells, where Hunger, and Ihirſt, and Natedneſs, 
have taken up their Reſidence, would make 
them a little more compa ſſionate and ten- 
der Hearted. If they were Eye-witneſſes 
of che ſtreights and difficulties which many 
poor '-Houſe:-keepers ſtruggle with, Who 
have no Work or Empley ment, and 
are aſhamed” to beg: If they did but 
hear their Childrens Cries for Bread, When 
they have none to give them; this would 
bring them to a more mereiful Temper and 
Diſpoſition: It would make them ſenſible 
* . of 


(58) 
of the Bounty bf God to themſelves: ö it 
8 would teach them to value bis Bleffings; 


lity aud I. ines of find, as oli 
what they theniſelves would be, HOW 
. | © miſerable Ohjects of Charity and Com- 
© paſſion, if they were in the fame Con- 

© dition, And how (faith he) let any 
Man tell me, What Effect or Influence 

can ſuch things as theſe have. upon a 

© dying Man? Or how rhe i ope- 
rate to all the Wiſe ends an e 4a of 

them; upon them, when het is ead ? To 

whiah let me add, that the viſiting "the 
Poor in Perſon, ind 8 them ed 
our own Hands, is the only ſure way to 
ſatisfie our ſelves,” that cen really want 
what we give; and that what we give, 
is not Money or leſfened, or loſt : For 
the Poor oftentimes comes "ſhort of our 
Bounty, in whole or in art, becauſe en- 
truſted in a ſecond Hand; There being 5 
many Judus's of that fort, who love to 
be Fingering the Poots Money, and un- ; | 


5 a beging about for Alms, but to make 
Bugs for themſelves. Beſides all nn 
there are many things which poor Houſe- 

keepers want, befides Bread, Drink, and 
Coat hing; but how can we adapt our 

Ws to their Neceſſities, without en- 


ES: quiring 


( 86 ) 


quiring into them, and viſiting them our 


ſelves? And for this Reaſon, it were to 
be wiſh'd, that the Overſeers. of the Poor 
ſhould be. oblig'd to give them their 
Weekly Allowance in ready Money, and 
not. force them to take it out in this or 
that Commodity, which lies moſt upon 
Hapd, and that ſometimes at ſo exorbitant 
a Rate, that in ſome places, the Poor are by 
theſe means robb'd of half the ſmall Pit- 
rance order'd. for them; which is a ſore 
and ſad Oppreſſion, and quite deſeats the 
end of thoſe Charitable Statutes, which 
have been made for their Relief. per 
It is no ſmall diſcredit to Chriſtianity; . 
that there are any poor Chriſtians amongſt 
us. But yet is it a greater diſcredit, that 
Chriſtians ſhould need Acts of Parlia - 
ment to relieve each other: Chriſtians; 
I ſay, who ought to ſhew, ſo much Con- 
rempt of the World, as to mind nothing 
more, whilſt they live in it, but to do 
good to all Men, eſpecially to choſe, f 
the Honſhold of Faith. But O! the mi- 
ſerable Copetouſneſs of Worldly. minded. 
Men, whom: neither he fear of God's 
Diſpleaſure, nor Regard to Man's Laws, can 
prevail upon to pity their poor 8 
partakers of the ſame Fleſh and Blood; 


Eng, infomuch, that the Overſeers. of the Poor 


. tipmlcves, who are. ſo ſtrifly bound too 
5 take, 
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take care of Ng and I their Ne- 
ceſſities, are their greateſt Oppreſſors, and 
by whoſe means, Appearances,and Remon- 
ſtrances, the Poor in many Places ſuffer a 
great deal more than they would do, 
if Acts of Parliament had never been 
made for their Relief. For by theſe Sta- 
tutes, the Poor are forbid to Beg; and 
yet, if, according to the Tenor of theſe 
Statutes, they Sue to the Magiſtrate for 
Relief, the Overſeers will appear againſt 
them; and they are the more embold- 
ned to do ſo, becauſe of the ſordid Tem- 
per of too many Juſtices, Who are Deaf 
to the Cries and Complaints of the Poor; 
and care not what Miſery they endure, 
fo they may but ſave their Money, and 
live in Eaſe and Luxury themſelves, 
Which naturally brings me to congider, | 


Fung The Meaſure or Quantity . IT 
our Alms. Now we ate commanded to 
be Liberal according to our Power; and if 
we have much, to give Plenteonſy; and to 
be Rich in good Works; to be ready 20 
diſtribute and willing to communicate. 
There is ſcarce any Man ſo Poor, who 
cannot now and then give an Alms. One 
' Poor Man oftentimes relicves anorher'; 
but the Rich of this World are requir'd 
to abound, and to be as bountiſul ro the 
Poor, as God hath been liberal to them: 


1 


7 SST _ 
And. yet moſt of them beſtow/ an Alms 
ſo ſparingly, that it is rather a Contri- 
vance to get rid of the Poor at their 
Doors, than any real Benefit to them. 
Pliny tells us of a Tree, whoſe' Leaves are 
as broad as any Target, but its Fruit is no 
bigger than a Bean; A fit Emblem of a 
Rich Man, who pretends to be Religi- 
ous, and cannot find in his Heart to give 
Liberally. Under the Law of Moſes, to- 
wards the Building of the Tabernacle, the 
poorer fort. of Jems were requir'd to give 
Badgers Skins, and Goats- Hair only, and 
that was accepted. But the Rich gave 
Purple, and Gold, and Jewels, and ſo were 
not only Rich in Eſtate, but Rich in 
good Words too, Exod. 35. 5, 6. And 
ſo God doth expect, that as we abound 
in Wealth, ſo we ſhould abound in good 
Works: As we have the Precedence of 
our. Neighbours, in Eſtates, ' Honour, or 
Credit, ſo we ſþould have the Prece- 
dence of them in the beſt Senſe, in our 
Alms and good Works; for he that 
ſoweth Plentepuſly, ſhall reap alſo Plente- 
. ouſly : And our Saviour ſaith, t whom 
much is given, of him much ſhall be requir'd, 
as well in the Meaſure, as the Quality 
of our Works; which is the laſt Point to 
%% eds Td. 
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J. We are required to give, not gruag - 
ingly, or of Neceſſity, but with a chearful 
Heart, as well as a Liberal Hand; and 
the Truth is, theſe two commonly go 
together: We muſt be ready to diſtribute, 
and willing to communicate. But this 
is 4 hard Saying, who can bear it. But if 
Men were as willing, as they are able 
to give Liberally, neither the Number nor 
Neceſſities of the Poor would be fo 
great as they are; and yet that little that 
comes from us, comes with ſo much 
Reluctancy, and Diſcontent, that a poor 
Man of a liberal Nature would almoſt 
chooſe to Starve, than be at the Expence 
of ſo many Importunities ſor an Alms. 
Many have been of Opinion, that the 
World is near towards an End; and 
many Reaſons they had to confirm 
them in that Opinion. But nothing nee 
perſuade us to this Belief more, than 
that almoſt every Man, at this time, doth 


all he can for himſelf, and ſeeks to undo 


every Man beſides. So that God muſt 
needs come ſhortly to deſtroy this World, 
or if this holds on much longer, we ſhall 
certainly deſtroy it our ſelves. For if we 
neglect to help and aſſiſt one another, 
what will become of the greateſt part of 
us? And what will become of thoſe ſa- 
vage, relentleſs Creatures, at the laſt Day, 


PF 
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who care not what Miſery, or Beggary, 
others endure, ſo they may wax Rich, 
and bear Rule, and domineer over Men 
like themſelves. But the Day is coming, 
when every Rich Man ſhall give an Ac- 
count of his Stewardſhip ; and then the 
Queſtion will be, not how great have you 
liv'd, or how rich have you died, or what 
Mannors or Eſtates have you left behind you. 
But, how many hungry Bellies have you ſa- 
tisfy'd, how many naked Chriſtians have you 
Cloath'd? How many poor Priſoners have 
you Viſited and Reliev*d ? And in a Word, 
how much good have you done in the time 
of your mortal Life; and to how many ſorts 
of People have you done it? Then an 
- 4rreverſible Sentence will paſs upon every 
Man, according to his Works. Which 
leads me, in the laſt place, To'ſhew the 
great Power and Efficacy of Almsgiving ; 
for, according to the Doctrine of the 
Scriptures, of our Church, and of our 

Homilies, God will, at the laſt Day, 
remember our Works, which pro- 
ceed from Love: He will - abundantly 
_ pardon the merciful Man, purely for his 
Charity and Mercy to his fellow Crea- 

tures. That God ſhould be any ways 
oblig'd by our Alms, ſo as to be bound 
in ſtrict Joſtice to reward us for them 
at the laſt Day, though we die without 
©, Repentance, is à Doctrine which we Pro- 
hy | teſtants 
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teſtants diſown and deteſt. But then we 
maintain, upon good Grounds, that an 

Alms beſtowed in Charity, is of all other 

Duties the moſt - prevailing with God, for 
theſe following Reaſons. 


1. Becauſe it is the beſt Teſtimony of 


our Gratitude to God, for that plentiful 


Proviſion which he hath dealt our to us, 
that we can outwardly profels. 


"a, Becauſe it is the Fruit of our Faith, 
in, and dependance upon the Promiſes of 


; God, that he will make them good to us 
| at the TEIN of the juſt. 8 


w 


„ Perseld our teadineſs' 65 patt with 


our 8e, for the Relief of others, 


is a certain Indication, that our Hearts 
are not divided between God and Mam- 
mon; that though Riches do increaſe, ne 
do not ſet our Hearts upon them: That we do 
look upon them only as Bleſſings, when 
we have the Heart to do good with them: 
But when they miniſter to Exceſs or 
Vanity, Pride or Oppreſſion, they then 
become Snares and Temptat ions, and drown 5 
| "Ow in 1 Fenlition and Defruttion. 15 | 
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(92) : 
No to recommend this great Duty the 
more effectually to our Practice; though 
we Proteftants deny, that Almsgiving 
(excluſive of Repentance and Holineſs) 
can procure to us the Pardon of Sin, and 
the favour of God; yet we ſay, that no 
other Duty what ſoever hath fo many 
gracious Promiſes annex d to it as this; 
and though our Saviour be the only true 
and proper Sacrifice for Sin, yet an Alms 
beſtow*d upon our Fellow 
V5. Dr. Smal- Chriſtians, for his fake, hath 
dridge his Ser- in it a ſubordinate Efficacy 
won of Cb. towards the procuring the 
Remiſſion of our Sins: 
And this we are Taught to infer from 
our Lord's own Words. Give Alms of 
ſuch things 4s ye have, and behold all things 
are clean unto you. The occaſion of which 
Words was, our Saviour's fitting down to 
Meat, without firſt waſhing his Hands, con- 
trary to the Cuſtom of the Phariſees, 
_  Whothereupon accuſe him ofacting contrary 
to the Tradition of the Elders, But he. to 
05 bimſelf, as well as inſtruct his 
PFollowerqg, tells them, That the wc to cleanſe 
the Sou), mas to give Alis to the Poor, 
putting them in mind of che Hxpoſitien 
of their own Rabbins, upon that Saying of 
Solomon, By Mercy and Truth Iniquity is 
parged, Prov. 16. 6. And upon Toh. and 
„„ 7 4g OOO" DV9 Wn WRNO 
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| Ecelef.” Alms will deliver from Death, and 
| purge away all Sin : That they ſuffer not to 
come into darkneſs; that Water will quench 
a Flamin Fire, xd Alms maketh an: Atone- 
ment for Sins, Tob. 12.8, 

There are many other Temporal Bleſ. 
ſings promis'd to the Merciful Alms- 
_ giver, beſides the Pardon of Sin, which 
indeed is the greateſt of all Bleſſings : ſo 
faith Solomon, The liberal Soul ſhall be made 
Fat, and he that Watereth, ſhall be Ma- 
tered alſo himſelf. Riches and Plenteouſneſs 
| ſhall be in bis Houſe. Bleſſed is the Man 

that provideth for the Sick and Needy, faith 
the Fſalmiſt, the Lord ſhall deliver him in 
the time of Trouble. I ſhall Multiply my + 
Days as the Sand, faith Job, becauſe I have 
delivered the Poor, and him that hath no 
helper. So that he who gives Alms of ſuch 
things as he has, or according as God hath 
bleſs'd him, is entitled by his Promiſes to 
the Pardon of Sin, to Longzvity, to 
Riches and Totes 2 and deliverance from 
Trouble. 

In a; Ward: God. wil Bleſs ling! in the 
Houſe, 17 i the Field, in his Perſon, and 
in his of erity, in his Goods, and in his 
| Nama in bts Body, and in his Saul. If we 
be rea 1 5 ar the Cries of the Poor, 
God wi be . . hear our Prayers; 
y 1 og and 


and pour down his Benefits upon us; 
he. will: ſpeak comfortably to our Souls 
in Afflictions, and either make our Bed 
in our Sickneſs, or deliver us at the Hour 


of Death, and in the Day of Judgment. 
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4 Ser ermon | Preach d FO 5 a Miel 
HFonourable Sir Gilbert Heathcote, 


Kt. Lord- Mayor, and the Heat 
ble Court of Aldermen, in the Cathedral 


Church of St. Paul, On Sunday. De- 
eember 1 Dew St 


T HE Subject of this Sermon bh 
uncommon, and exceeding aſe- 
ful and neceſſary, cannot but find Acce 


trance with all good Chriſtians, who deſire 


5 the Peace and — of the Church: 


And 
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(56). 
And this 1 hope is ſufficient to juſtifie 
the Re-publication thereof. 

'T am not concern'd what Judgment 
any one ſhall paſs on the Meanneſs: of the 
Performance, or my own Unworthineſs ; 
becauſe the Miſeſt and Beſt are ever Can- 
did and Charitable, and ſuch 1 am ſure 
will commend the Zeal, and 8 the 


Defect. 


As to the Ce who" are given 
to calumniate, I pity their Weakneſs, and 
deſpiſe their Cenſure, as much as I abhor 
their. Pradtice. My Aim and hearty De. 
fire is to benefit All, and offend . Nome: 
and the Reader of the following dell meant 
Diſcourſe, if he 1 ſo receive it, let him 
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17 
x Cor. i . 5, 6 4: 


Who chew is Paul, FR who'ts Apollo! ? Bat 
- Miniſters by whom Jou believed, ' as the 
Tord hath given unto every one. 
I heve planted, Apollo watered, lat Cod 
gave the Increaſe. 
So then neither is he that planteth any thing, 


nor he that Watereth, but God hag 6: 
the Increaſe. 5 


4 VL, that Ghent Apoſtle of the” 
' Gentiles, and Saint of this Place; he. 
ny" now at Epheſas, and hearing of great 
Dfſorders in the Church which he had 
planted at Corinth, writes to them thit 5 
1 to regulate them. 5 
le begins with reprovin their Selin 
and Diviſions, which were Hrſt occaſion'd 
by their partial preſerring of Miniſters, 
añd ſetting them up in oppoſition to one” 
andther: For ſo, as Expounders tell . 
St. Chryſoftom- and Theodoret teſtifie. C. 
rinth being then a rich and dournüg 
City, the Poorer ſort of Chriſtians wete 
incſin'd to chooſe” for their Teachers 
_ tlioſe that were Rich, and ſo moſt able 
to relieve their Neceffities; but the® 
Richer ſort choſe ſome of the moſt Learn 
ed and — * whom they 
"= 


E . + BY 
magnify*d above the Apoſtle, and judged 
to be capable of Teaching them more 
than he, or others conſtituted by him, 
. Nv. 
This occaſion'd great Diviſion, De- 
traction, Envy, and Strife amongſt them, 
which the A poſtle ſharply reproves in the 
firſt Chapter, and earneſtly entreats them, 
for the future, to avoid. To that end, 
he ſhews, that they ought not to ſet up 
the Miniſters of Chriſt, in oppoſition to 
each other, or extol any of them, upon 

account of their Wealth, Parts, or Elo- 
- quence, to the Diſparagement and Con- 
tempt of the reſt; and therefore ſays he, 
in the Words of niy Text, Who then is 


* . 5 t + Lage 


Paul, or who is Apollo? I have planted the 
Goſpel amongſt you, Apollo waterid; him 
I left to take. care of, to; inſtruct, and 
_ confirm you in the Faith 3, bat aſter all, 
it is God | that, gave the Iucreaſe. So then, 
neither is he that planteth am thing the 
more to be preferred upon that Account, 
as if the Succeſs of his Doctrine depen- 
ded on his Skill, and Sufficiency, wor 
he that waters; but we ought to aſcribe . 
the Glory of all our Sacceſs, in the work of 
the Miniſtry, to the Grace of God, working 
en willing and teachable Tempers, that giveth 
the Increaſe. arts; BHP 3 


From 


1 


From this Deſign and Explanation of 
the Text it appears, that one Excuſe, 
which the Corinthians had form'd, to juſti- 
fie their Schiſin, was the pretence of 
better Edification. And it is as eaſie to 
obſerve, that this Pretence has prevaiPd 
in all Ages of the Church, to the great 
Scandal of Chriſtianity ever ſince; inſo- 
much, that the Diviſions it has rais'd 
among Chriſtians have hardned Infidels 
in their Unbelief, and been the main hin- 
drance of their Converſion. 

Since then, this pretence is ſo plauſi- 
ble; and ſo commonly pleaded, not only 
by Separatiſts, but alſo by thoſe of our 
own Church, who deſpiſe their own Pa- 
riſh, and Miniſter, as the only reaſon 
why they do not Communicate fo often 
with their Paſtor as they ought, viz. 
Becaaſe he is not, in their Opinion, ſo edifying 
#5 another ; I beg leave therefore, in Diſcours 
ſing upon ſo uncommon yet ſo very neceſſa- 
ry a Subject, to conſider what theſe 
Men mean by Edification. LS 
This I ſhall do, by ſhewing, 


be 'L Negatively, what it is Hot. | 
II. And affirmatively, what it is, and | 


wherein it really conſiſts. 


III. Aﬀeer this 1 will lay bg... van 
ſome general Directions, whore 700 
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may attain unto true, Subſtantial, and 
Saving Edification. : T a 


I. Some People are ſo weak and fan- 
ciful, as to place this Edification in ſud- 
den Heats, ſarprizing Motions, and Extbur 
fiaſtick. Raptures. That Preacher only is 
by theſe accounted Edilying, that Rrains 
beyond his Strength, ſtretching and ſpend- 
ing himſelf, to a ridiculous Affectation, to 
engage their Attention, and make them 
ſerious. Theſe Men are Hot and Cold 
by Fits, and their Edification riſes or falls 
like a Weather. glaſs, with the Heat, Con- 
ſtitution, or Temper of tbeir Teaches. 
They. aſcribe their Ediſication altogether to 
his Natural Abilities, his Strength of Voice, 
or Elegavey of Style, his goad Aſſurance, 
and bold Behaviour, Hg that wants theſe 
Qualifications, his Preſence is weak and 
mean, his Doctrine, though it be never 
ſo ſound. or wholeſome, is accounted. ins 
ſipid and contemptible, .. 
Thus theſe Men conſider their Teaghęrs 
only in their Natural Capacities, not as 
Spiritual Paſtors, whom God has placed 
over them, whom far that reaſon they 
ought to cleaye to, and thank Godjfor 
Whatever their Perſonal Merits, be, if 
there be any Strength in St. Pauls Ar- 
e e ee ee eee 
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8 this Effect, Edification does not depend 


ſolely, nor chiefly, upon the Sufficiency 
of Miniſters; the bn "hs Grace of 054 
that giveth the Increaſe. There is no doubt 
of it, the Miniſters of Chriſt are to be- 
come all things unto all Men, aſter St. 
Paul's Example, ſo they may gain ſome 
and conſequently they are to condeſcehe 


to the Capacities, and Diſpoſitions of 


their Hearers, fo they may thereby the 


more effectually forward their Salvation. 
But this furely is better done; and with 
more Safety and Succeſs, when they ſtrive 


to move, and perſuade, and inftru& the 
People committed to their Charge with cool 


and ſedate Methods, with Strength of 
Argument, and Dint of Reaſon, and un- 


affected Seriouſneſs; fot the way to make 


Men truly Edihhing and Good, is to make 


thern' firſt Judicious and Wiſe: Look into 
all the Errors that ever crept' into the 


Church, and you will find that the way 
whereby they have been fo ſucceſsfully 


* 


propagated, was the Pretence of better 
dification, which the ignorant People 


lac'd in extravagant Noiſe and Heat, 
_ trightful and finical Geſtures, outragious 

Blaſphemies, and impertinent Haratiguesg 
- Which being pefform'd with fo much 
affetted Energy ho Zeal; the common 
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| ( 102 ) 
People ſwallow'd down for Divine Rap- 
tures and Heavenly Doctrine. 
Hence ſome of our Church fooliſhly 
argue, If the Methods which Separatiſts uſe 
to draw away the People from. the Charch, vey 
by your own Confeſſion, ſo ſucceſsful -and 
prevailing, then you the Miniſters of the Chureh 
ſhould uſe the ſame Method to prevent the 
People's departing from you; and therefore you 
ſhould Preach and Pray after the ſame man- 
ner as Separatiſts do; and to prevent a greater 
Evil, condeſcend to the Weakneſs and Folly 
of the ignorant and giddy Multituds. 
But I have obſerv'd already what Miſ- 
chief this Method of Rome and Geneva 
has done to the Chriſtian Church in. all 
Ages; and they who continue this Prac- 
tice in the Eſtabliſb'd Church of England, 
encourage idle and fickle People to wan- 
der from Church to Church, by drawing 
them from their own Miniſter, and by 
prejudicing them againſt him; and this 
oftentimes occaſions Anger, Envy and 
Detraction, to the great Joy and Plea- 
ſure of our Enemies; ſo that when ſuch 
Preachers are removed, or when the Peo- 
ple come to diſlike them, (as they moſt 
commonly do by degrees) they drop 
from them into the Conventicle; and when 
they are tyr'd there, they fink at laſt as 
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low 
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low as Quakeriſm, or Atheiſm, where they 
are fixt. For as one Sin commouly draws. 
an another after it, ſo theſe fooliſh People 
having thus ſet out wrong at firſt, and 
gone on ſo far, it is almoſt as impracticable 
to bring them to their right Wits again, 
as it is to reſtore Lunaticłs to their Rea» 


ſon and Senſe. Even ſome of the wiſer 


Nonconformiſts themſelves have complain'd 
of one another, and their followers, for 


this Practice, alledging that this Factious 


Diſpoſition in the Hearers of God's Word, 
hath been in all Ages, the Cauſe of much 
Confuſion in the Church of God, and hin- 


dred the Fruit of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and 


made them uncapable of Profit by the Word ; 
and if fo, the People ought ro be often 
and ſeriouſly admoniſh'd, to adhere to 
their own proper and lawful Miniſter, 
leſt they fall into a grievous Sin, as a 
Judgment of God upon them, for De- 
ſpiſing thoſe whom he hath ſet over them, 
under pretence of better Earfication,  _ . 


It has been from the beginning a ſtand- 
ing Order in the Chriſtian Church, and it 
is. a Law of our own Conſtitution, that 


every Paſtor ſhould have the Charge of a 


particular Congregation, and every Cans»: 

gregation ſhould have their particular 

Paſtor to depend upon, to prevent thoſe 
33 ³˙»⁴ * 


(14). 
Confuſions and Diſorders in the Church, 
which the Contempt of this Order has 
introduc'd amongſt us. It is then a 
Duty incumbent, as upon the Minifter 
to take care of his Flock, and to feed 
them; fo likewiſe upon his Flock to hear 
= Voice, and to be willing to be fed by 
They therefore, who out of Prejudice, 
or for any other Reaſon, hear the Voice 
of Strangers, which our Saviour ſays, 
8 Sheep that are his will not do) and 
orſake their own Shepherd, fin againſt 
their own Souls; and not only diſcourage 
him in the Execution of his Office, but 
openly affront his Perſan, and expoſe his 
Function. So that they who think they 
are better edifi'd by repairing to other 
Churches, and can do theſe things, do but 
too plainly and miſerably deceive them- 
ſelves, For ſince our own Miniſters are 
Sound and Orthodox, Pious and Exem - 
lary, we ſhall certainly profit more 
bes our conſtant Atrendance- on them, 
than we fhall do by following Strangers, 
let them be never ſo able and popular, 
according to St. Paul's way of Reaſoning 
in my Text. And this leads me, in the 
24 place, to ſtew. e 
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Ro 
II. Affirmatively, What true Edificati. 
of is, and wherein it really does con- 
e 5 kn © ci 
Edlification (according to the Original 
import of the Word) is a Spiritual Build- 
ing; ſignifying, that a Chriſtian muſt be 
POPs improving himſelf in the Know- 
edge of our Lord Jefus, till he become 
perfect and entire, lacking nothing, as the 
Apoftle expreſſeth himſelf; till he arrives 
to à right Faith, being rooted and grounded 
in it, and able to comprehend with all. Saints, 
what is the Depth and Height, Length and 
Breadth, and to know the Love of Chriſt, 
whith paſſeth Knowledge: A Love, a My- 


| ſtety, which we ſhould rather admire, 

b than be deſirous to know and compre- 

I © A' falſe Opinion is crept into many 

1 miſt ther, otherwrife | well-meaning Chriſti- 

! uns amongſt us, who are apt to imagine, 
[ that Edification conſiſts chiefly in the 
Knowledge of hard and intricate Points 


of Divinity, and that the plain, eaſy, and 
only neceſfary Truths of the Goſpel, are 
| fearce: worth their Notice, or Enquiry, 
Indeed, this Opinion hath been of late 
revivd, and propagated more induſtri- 
ouſly than ever, to the great Scandal of 
Religion, and the Diſturbance of the publick 
N e _* Fn 
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Peace, by evil Menand Seducers who ęnaf- 
tily handling the Word of God, indulge and 
improve this Notion,and humour the com- 
mon People with it, by perſuading them, 
that the Knowledge of nice Points, ſuch 
as Predeſtination and Election, the Nature 

of Angels and their Order, the Preſent 
State of the deceas d, &c. is ſaving and 
neceſſary ; and for this the common Peo- 
ple admire them, and account them abler 
and ſounder Teachers than thoſe who 
plainly declare to them the Will of God, 
and the Neceſ/ity of Faith towards him, and 
Repentance from Dead Works, But St. 
Paul, on the contrary, determines, that 
it is ſufficient to know Jeſus Chriſt, and him 
Cracified; i. e. to know him to be the 
only Son of God, the Saviour of the World, 

the Deſign of his bleſſed Advent, and the 
ee of his Kingdom. To know the 
Trinity in Unity, as it is revealed in 
Scripture, and explain'd by the Catholick 
Church, together with all the other Arti- 
cles of our Creed, is ſufficient Knowledge 


of salyation for plain, honeſt, andwell mean- 


ing Chriſtians; ſo that in truth, theſe are 
the only neceſſary Points which we are 


VE commanded to ſearch after and hold aft, | 


_-_ without waverirg; and therefore our Edi- 
fication is, as the Apoſite tells us, going gr 
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(107) 
ta Perfection in the Kpowledge of theſe 
things, and in an entire and full Con- 
viction of the Certainty of them in our 
Hearts, ſo as that it may work in us, a 
right Faith, Sincere Repentance, and the 
Fruit of good Living. For to be a Chri- 
| ſtian indeed, and a Perfect Man in Chriſt. 
Jeſus, we muſt add to our Faith, Vertue, to 
Vertae, Godlineſs. Our Knowledge of the 
_ Chriſtian Doctrine will but enhamte our 
Guilt, it whilſt we are improving our 
Underſtanding, we do not regulate our 
Lives, and mend our Manners too. 
The way to do. both with Succeſs, is | 
to place Religion not ſo much in hear: | 
Sermons, as in reading the Scriptures, an 
| ſaying our Prayers, to come to this Beau 
. of Holineſs, this Repreſentative Choir of 
Angels, not out of Courſe or Cuſtom, 
but Zeal and Conſcience; to come to 4 
Church, not Occaſionally, but Conſtantly. : 
At the fame time that we join together 
in Publick Prayers, to participate toge- 
ther of the Holy Sacramear alſo: And in 
à word, to be as attentive to the Reader, 
as the Preacher, and to a Chapter from 
the Desk, as to a Sermon from the Palpir, 
Upon the whole matter, we cannot 
truly edify our Souls, but under a Larfal 
Miniſtry becauſe it is impoſſible for God 
0 | 1 fs,” * 175008 
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to ſet his Seal to a Lie, or to give his 
Bleſſing but to Means which are juſt and 
warrahtable.. The means of Grace, are 
the Worn, Sacraments, Preaching and Pray. 
er, and theſe muſt be adminiftred by Per- 
ſons qualifd and call'd by God to dif- 
penſe the fame; to receive Benefit there- 
fore by them, we muſt conſtantly attend 
on our Paſtors without Prejudice, or Pre- 
ferring one Miniſter before another. 
Which is the Second thing we are to 
conſider, as uſeful to help our Edifice- 
tron. © VC 
We muſt conſider, that the Holy 
Scriptures recommend all Vertues, and 
condemm all Vices, ſuch as Drunkenneſs, 
© Adultery, Fornicat ion, Auarice, Schiſm and 
Diviſioss. And tho? the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel are to tell Men plainly that un- 
leſs they repent of theſe things, they 
muſt Periſh; yet youu, by. too fa 
Experience, that 1 . do in this Caſe 
- diſcharge their Duties faithfully, they are 
ſo unhappy as to be too frequently bran- 
ded with the odious Character of à r4il- 
ing, uncharitable, and buffe Sem of Men, 46 
| if there were no ſuch Sins in the World: 
|, This is no new thing; for even St. Paul, 
As we have heard in the ſecond Leſſan of 
this Day, Was tax'd by certain lewd Frl. 
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ä 
lows of the baſer fort, with being the Per- 
fon that turn'd the World upſide Doe, Acts 
17. 5. this is ſuch an unaccountable Pre- 
judice, that it ought not to be once nam'd 
among reaſonable Men, much leſs among 
Chriſtians. But there is another excuſe, 
which many Ignorant and lukewarm 
People make uſe of, to Juftifie their 
Contempt of their proper Miniſters, 
viz. they pertly tell us, that the 
| Miniſters themſelves are divided, and 
they know not who are in the right, and there- 
fore to be ſafe, reſolve to join to none; leſt 
if they did to any, they ſhould fall into the 
(ame Error with them. „ 
But fince we are all the M:ni/fters of 
Chriſt, and equally concerned in the ſame 
common Salvation, fo ought Men to ac- 
count of us equally, as the Stewards of the 


Myſteries of the Grace of God; and no 


difference in Opinion between our Teach- 
ers, ought to alienate our Affections from 
any of them, or can juftifie our with- 
drawing our ſelves from our Attendance 


on their Labours. For we read thar even = 
the Apoſtles themſelves had Contentions 


about ſome Indifferent Matters among 
them for a ſeaſon. St. Paul,witbſtood St. Peter 
to his Face; himſelf teſtifies it, and the Con- 
tention between him and Barnabas was ſo 
mung 
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7 hardly 16:9 72. 08 it in doing after them. 


theſe Differences did not exempt their Con- 
verts from that Obedience, Love and Eſteem 
they ow'd them for their Works ſake: 
Who then, Brethren, is Paul, or who 15 
Apollo? Who is this Perſon, or that, but 
Miniſters, as the Lord hath given to eve- 

ry ane to profit withal. Chriſt is not 


diyided:; we are all equally his Ambaſſa- 


dours, though plac'd in differeat Order 


and Stations, ſo Miniſtring to one another 
as every one hath received the gift of the 
manifold Grace of God; who call'd in the 
Church, Firſt Apoſtles, Secondly Prophets, 


| ſome Evangeliſts, ſome Paſtors and Teazbers, 
for the perfecting of the Saints, for the work 
of the Minſiry, for the Edifying of the Body 


of Chriſt; till we all come into 4 perfect 
Man, into the meaſure of the Stature of the 


| Falneſs of Chriſt. But if notwithſtanding, 


when: we have overcome theſe Prejudices, 
e That afterwards complain we cannot 

profit by ſome Miniſters, by .reaſan of 
their Weakneſs, or Natural Inca pacity; 
give me leave then to oblerve further, 


that this is, becauſe we place too nigh, 


of our Religion in hearing Sermons, and 
If we attended more duly on the Service 
of the, Church, with Seriouſcl, Reve- 
rence and Attention, we ſhould Edify 


more by that, than by all the moſt fluent 
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Diſcourſes we hear, how many ſoever 
they be. For our Litargy is of its ſelf 


ſufficient to Edify our Souls, becauſe there 


is not any Article of Faith, nor any Mo- 


ral Duty, but what is contain'd and uſe- 


fully apply'd in one part or other of our 
excellent Liturgy. 

Another reaſon, why we {ſhould prefer 
the Liturgy to Preaching is, becauſe it 
contains thoſe Excellent Prayers, all ad- 


mirably fitted to our particular wants, 
which being frequently offer'd to God will 
not fail to bring down to us, that are 


Doers of the word, and not Hearers only, 
that Grace of God, which piveth the 
| Increaſe. So that in very deed, it is but 
a poor Excuſe for any one, who negleds 
the Service of the Ch 


not Ediſ by the Preacher, ſeeing the Church 
hath a Remedy for it, if his Complaint 


be juſt; and if it be not, the fault is 
not then in the Miniſter, but in himſelf. 


In a word, let. a Man come to all the 


Parts of our Liturgy, but with an Hum- 


ble, Teachable, and an unprejudic'd Heart, 


he may Edify very well by the meaneſt 
of thoſe that attend at God's Altar, even 

though he ſhould do nothing more 
than join with him in the Publick Ser- 


vice of the Church, 
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urch, to ſay he can- 
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Reverend Mr. Bel, Rector of We 1 
Reverend Mr. Bourne, Vic. of Norton, Ke. | 


Mr. Bond of Ailſmore. 
Mrs. Anne Baſſet, Newport. 


Reverend Mr. Biaſted, Glouceſter. -. - _— 


Charles Brerecon, I. I. B. Cl. AJ 
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Reverend Mr. Ball, Rector of Treleck, 
Mr. Ballard of Monmonth. | 
Mr. Charles Bellamy. 
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